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‘OCQjnHD JEBJUSAL^ (AFP) — Japan's Depoty For^ 
Siiinji Yanai visiied the Palesdne Liberation Organtsa- 
rioR^ (PLO) unofficial headquarters in East Jerusalem cm Sunday, 
jQpiteisradi o pp ositioii to such visits. Yanai held an hour^ong 
at the Orient House with Faisal Husseini, who is in eharge 
of the jerunlem ssue for the Palestinian self-rule authority, <a 
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turdaj^ on the first rriat by a 

h^ of government to the Jewish state (see Inside), the' 
Qn^ Httise is officially the headquarters of the Palestinian 
jc lf p Btidn to peace talks vrith Israel and at multilateral Middle 
SBttMgoriations whidi Japan participates in. Isiuel, which has 
burned any political activi^ by the PLO in East Jerusalem, 
oses visits by foreign ndnsteis to the Oiiem House Imi trims a 
d eye to lower ranking officials. On Saturday, South African 
Minister Alfred Nzo viated the Orient House de^te 
, objections. . ' ' * 
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Cbnrt refuses appeal by Brotlieiliood' 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyp^ court on Sund^ refused to rule on 
an appeal to stop the militaiy trial of 49 members (tf the 
fc.nrfaifwntflii« gfottp Muslim Biotfaerhood, i^al sources said An 
Isiamist lawyer, Abdid HaHm Ramadan, bro^t the suh u^nst- 
the decision by Preadent Hoaii Mubarak to piu the men berore a* 
military court, arguing that the diarges did not merit an army trial. 
But the court for emergen^ matters ruled it was unqualined to 
judge the suit and ordem it put before a court for administration 
afEsiis, tile sources said. Defence lawyers of the 49 have raised a 
smmrate appeal against the trial, whidi mil be beard 1^ the 
acuninistiative court on OcL 3. If the case is woo, the trial could be 
ordered moved to a dvilian court, legal sources said. The trial, 
b^an on Saturday, and diOT are accusisd of duecting an “illegal 
organisation aiming at impemng the rule of law and oonstitutioa." 
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House panel’s report 
violations of citizens’ 
sparks confrontation 

Sharif Zeid rejects deputies’ charges, 
affirms firm commitment to democracy 


of alleged 
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. By TBreq Mbmani and a 
Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter . 

Assnan-- A Lower House of 
Padiameot Commitiiee Soli- 
ds acdosed the executive 
nodnife: of suppressing 
public pbodoms and violat- 
ing the limits of dtizens bnt 
(be ^rnmneot strongly 
'n^ec^ the ebaz;^ and 
Riessed that it lemains eom- 
to democracy. ' 

' l^blic Fteedmns and 
piriMng Rights Committee 
accused die govemmait of* 
•with&awing dtizeas’ five- 
year passports and repladog 
them with two-year pass- 
ports as well as making arbi- 
trary arrests and batming 
public meetings. 

The charges were made in 
a pqport'that die committee 
, to die House Sun- 

day during its last meeting 
of the exiiaor di nary session 
which started in June with a 
'heavy load of its I^fSladoa 
on its agenda. 

' *nhie state of polarisation 
in society after the signing 
of die pea(£ treaty aid the 
acc omp anying stressful situ- 
ation have affected die ceil- 
ing of public fieedoms,” 
•charged die report 

But Ftime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker rejected 
the chains, adding the 

E^xut gives the wrong 
hopiessioo abont the sitna- 
tioo in the Kjogdom. 

• ; **ilie governmeDt does not 
agree with the allegatioiis 


that the ceiling of public 
freedoms has shrunk,” 
Sharif Zeid smd after ^ 
dqmties todc die floor to 
^w n mant qq the commit- 
tee’s 10-page report 
*ln fact, the ceding of pub- 
lic fieedt^ has been wit- 
nessiog further heights and 
one look at local press is 
enough to realise diat the 
fieed^ of expression some 
times exceeds the limits of 
die law,** Sharif Z^ said. 

* Members of die Islamic 
Action Front (lAF) pariia- 
mentaiy bloc laondhed the 
strongest attack at the gov- 
ernment acenring it of 
unlawfully withdrawing die 
Qtjviinship of Jordanians 
from Palestinian origin. 

Bassam Haririnrim, rappor- 
teur of the Public Freedoms 
Ckunmittee, urged the gov- 
fu mment to alnde by the law 
and to act “wisel;^ in deal- 
ing widi the issue of citizeo- 
.sfa^. 

lAF member Ahmed Kas- 
sassbeh said the alleged 
withdrawal of dtizeas’ pass- 
ports reflects an abuse of the 
legal in^tication of the 19S8 
decision to sever links with' 

the West Bank. 

But Sharif Zeid said any 
citizen who feels he has 
been done injustice in diis^ 
regard can resort to court 
^atioi^ty is a sensitive 
subject and die govemm^t 
refeses (o see this question 
subjected to debate b^use 
(jCaaiSmd on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
9idcer on Sunday anderiined 
tile importance of close coop- 
eration between tbe l^;isla- 
tive and executive authorities 
as a main guarantee for safe- 
guarding public rights and 
freedoms and an essential 
element for ensuring national 
security and stability. 

Sha^ Zdd was addressing 
a Lower House of Parliament 
session during which the 
House debated a report ^ its 
Public Freedoms and Gtizens 
Ri^ts Committee that tack- 
led issues related to political 
detainees, reports about 
withdrawal of passports from 
Jordanian citizens and public 
meetings. 

The prime minister, who 
was n^l^ng to remarks by 23 
deputies who addressed the 
sesrion during the debate, 
stressed that the worst viola- 
tion of human rights lies ‘in 


the absence of security, 
whether sndi violation was 
committed by an official au- 
thority or certain forces that 
work in tiie dark.*' 

Sharif Zeid referred to tiie 
committee's report and smd: 
“With due respect to the 
committee, tbe government 
does not agree with the 
alle^tion that the cdling of 
pubUc freedoms has shrunk." 

“It is tbe committee's re- 
port which gives ns this im- 
pression," said the prime 
minister. He said the report 
talked abont a staste of p(^- 
isation and a state of tension 
through which the Arab 
citizen is gemg throu^ at the., 
moment claimiog that it was a 
. result of the change and tbe 
transformation fiom^ a state 
of hostiliQr and war into a 
stage of peace, with all that 
they entw of change in terms 
of sentiments and feelings as 
wen as the requirements of 



peace. 

“In fact tiie ceiling of free- 
doms has been witnessing 
further ‘heights' and one look 
at tiie lo(^ press is enou^ to 
see that the freedom of ex- 
pression sometimes exceeds 
tbe lin^ of the law," the 
prime minister said. He said 
that some of tiiese reports 
indeed harm Jordan's rela- 
tions v.itu other Arab coun- 
tries and some paint a picture 
of Jordan as a homeland of 
criminal and robbers. 

“Furtbmmore some tiie 
reports harm the interest of 
Jordanian farmers because 
they contain unfounded 
rumours about unfitness of 
vegetables and fruits for hu- 
man consnmption,'* the' 
prime minister add^. He 
said that the government has 
nonetheless left the matter 
for the citizens to judge and 

(CoDtimed ob page 7) ' 


Extraordinary session ends 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Sunday 
adjouniii^ with immediate 
effiset tiie Lower House’s ex- 
traordinary session which 
started in June. 

Pariiamentary sources de- 
scribed tbe almost three-and- 
balf month session as one of 
the most important House 
sesrions in view of the impor- 
fant issues discuked dunng 
the session. 

The House discussed 27 
agenda items with (Erect im- 
pact on the higher interest of 


Jordanians, indu(fing the in- 
come tax law, investment 
law, and other economic 
issues. Perhaps some of the 
most important laws en- 
dorsed by the House during 
its extraordtnaiy sessioa are 
the ones on enc^g economic 
boycott of Israel, the draft 
lateur law, the telecom- 
munications law, tiie draft 
income tax law, the draft 
revised sales tax law, tbe 
investment draft law and tbe 
draft law on envoDnaieDL 
Tbe Honse also discussed 
policies of softly and prices. 


admission to state universi- 
ties wd the PuUic Freedo^ 
and Ctizens Ri^ts Commit- 
tee's report. 

Among the other subjects 
wfakh the House diseased 
was tiie defection to Jordan 
by Iraqi General Hnssdn 
K^el and members of his 
femOy on Aug. 8. Tbe House 
also discussed proposals 
made by some deputies on 
public services and listened to 
tbe eovernment's replies to a 
nunuier of questions pot for- 
ward by dqmties. 
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Princess Basma 
returns from Beijing 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ina returned home Sunday 
after heading the Jordanian 
delegation to the Fourth 
IJ.N. World Conference on 
Women ^ch concluded in 
firijing on Sept. IS. In an 
Arival statement Princess 
Baana said the conference’s 
results were good and re- 
flected the efforts made by' 
Jordan as well as the Arab 
end Itiamic countries. She 
said these efforts resulted in a 
major amendment to para- 
9. of the conference’s 
Jte of action, which pro- 
ved for respecting the 
stete's sovereignty, principles 
and values when im- 
pieinenting tiie programmes, 
policies and strategies con- 
™ned in the plan. 


Kuwait, Turkey 
Iraq 

KUR^T (R) — Kuwait’s 
foreign minister has ended a 
^o-day visit to Turkey 
^^aere be discussed Iraq and 
miateral ties, the Kuwait 
Agency (KUNA) sai<i 
00 Sunday. The minister, 
M^kh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 
^bah, said his talks with 
officials tackled the 
ban imposed on li^ 
its invasion of Kuwait in 
and economic ties be- 
^ countries, 
^yNA repented. Turkey was 
of a U.S.-Ied military 
^^wklion vtiiidi ended Iraq's 
*'’®iMnontb occupation of 
in Febniaty 1991. 
Mcikh Sabah delivered a 
from Kuwait's emir, 
Wh labor AI Ahmad AI 
to Turldsfa President 


Itlfpt.lia'O ■ - 

Demirel. Diplo- 

•‘>wan $ mission was to re- 
te^onal developments 
pUowing the Aug. 8 defec- 
**?p to Jordan of two senior 
to Iraqi President ^d- 
Hussein. 


wiiv ,, |jfi- 

»ofwinc 

pltfiLsim';*- ,• W'i- 

inkiuc ^ 

s. yipP"'e 

bar. 


Israel-PLO talks stretch into 
the night under U.S. pressure 


TAB A, Egypt (Agencies) — , 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres smd on Sunday he 
and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat would meet late into 
the night to try to hammer 
out an elurive agreement on . 
wider Palestinian self-rule. 

As a Sept. 21 target date 
for a Washington signing 
ceremony neared, Israeh and 
destine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) officials said 
they were still divided over 
the key issue of the West 
Bank town of Hebron, where 
400 Jewish settlers live 
among 120,000 Palestinians. 

“X estimate the negotia- 
tions -will continue until 
tomorrow (Mondaj^ morn- 
big," Mr. Peres t(M repor- 
ters in the Egyptian Red Sea 


resort of Taba, before his 
tinrd meeting of the day with 
Mr. Arafat. 

“We urili bold a lengthy 
meeting tonight. There will 
be di&rences and agree- ' 
ments but we mil do our 
utmost to complete tbe nego- 
tiations,” he si^. 

Mr. Peres gave no hidica- 
• tion what might ha^^n if 
Israel and the PLO failed to - 
meet the Thursday target 
date for an accord, already 16 
months behind schedule, on 
an Israeli troop pullback in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Palestinian elections. 

“I gave no ultimatums," he 
said. . 

-.[ jlaael-army radio reported 
TJ.S. officials were pressing 
for clear word on Sunday 


hi^t on whether a White 
House signing ceremony 
could be held oniTbuxs^y. 

Asked about U.S. press- 
ure, Mr. Peres said: “We will 
do our best to announce a 
result as soon as possible, 
between now and tomorrow 
(Monday) morning." 

Mr. Peres and hfr. Arafat 
already hd(l 10 hours of talks 
rince late Saturday. 

In a sign of posrible prog- 
ress, tbe Paleftmian mayor of 
Hebron, Mustapha Natshe,. 
was brought into the negotia- 
tions. 

U.S. MQddle East coordi- 
nator Dennis Ross tele- 
phoned hfe. Arafet and Mr.. 
Peres late Satur day before 
they opened their talks, an 
Israeli delegate said. 


Mr. Ross told the tiw men 
that U.S. President Bill Qin- 
ton would like to see a deal 
wr^rped up by Sunday late so 
American offidak could go' 
ahead with preparations for 
the Washington ceremony. 

If Israel and the PLO foiled 1 
to reach an agreement, 1^. 
Qhiton would consider him- 
self freed from his o^r to 
host sudi a ceremony, Mr. 
Ross said. 

The deleg^ said Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin asked Mr. Peres to 
ease the Jewish state's d^ 
mands to maintain nhimate 
security control of Hebron. 

Any lingering differences' 
over Hebron could be ironed • 

(Cmitiiiiied «m page 7) 


Japan presses for stronger role in Mideast 

rsraeK^jmra pea< 
re deadlocked o 


TELAVTV(AFP) — J^^'s Damascus triiere he met Sy- 
Prime Minister Tomiichi rian President Hafez AI 
Murayama continued to push Assad, is expected to cfiscuss 
Snndiy for a more active tiie peace process and tbe 
Japanese role in tiie MBddle - .region's economy in talks 
East peace process as be tried 'Sunday with Mr. Rabin. 


CO improve the ooce frosty 
relations with Israel. 

“Peace and stability in tbe 
region are esteotial for tbe 
prosperity of the entire 
world,** Mr. Murayam ss^ 
on tiie firstofficial vist by a 
Jqianese premier tt> the Jew- 
ish state.' 

will therefore con-, 
tinne our active cooperation] 
io whatever way posable,**' 
be added at a reception at the 
offices of Prime bunister Ylt- 
'zbak Rabin. 

Mr. Rabin replied: “Your 
support for tiie peace process 
is important to us. We esc-' 
press our deepest thanks to 
you.** 

Mr. Murayama, who ar- 
rived here Sam^y from 


Japan is now Israel’s 
second largest export martcet, 
with sales wortii S976 million 
last year, far more than Israel 
imports from Japan. 

Mr. Rabin, nlio viritdjl 
Tokyo in Dec^ber, was also 
to raise J^iaa’s adherence in 
an Arab biwcott of the Jew- 
ish state tmtu after tbe laundi 
of the Nfiddle East peace 
process in 1991, oBidals here 
said. 

“This visit dearly shows* 
Japan’s desire to normalise 
its relations -with Israel, 
which it had maintained at a 
minimal level for mote than' 
40 years, aAexing to the 
Arab boycott,” Israel's* 
ambassador to Tokyo, Amos 
Ganor said. 


Laddng its own natural 
energy sources, Japan de- 
pends greatly on its cni snpi^. 
from & Gulf Arab states. 

“Japan, a great economic 
' power, wants to play a poli- 
tical role in tiie isteniatiooal 
arena, notably in the Middle 
East,” Mr. Gmor added. ‘Tc 
realires that Israel is a nation 
central to the r^pon.” 

After mndi debate, Tokyo 
tins year to dispa^ 


^at 

of its Self Defence Force 
icl to 'jew the U.N. 
_ zement Observation 
Force’ (UOTOF) on the 
Golan Heights, to replace a 
Canadian transport unit. 
They are expected to arrive 
in Febrnary. 

“Their is of 

our efforts to parac^ate' 
actively bns not (Erectly m tbe 
MidcSe East peace process to 
help enhance the atmosphere 
iiMritng towards peace," a 
Japanese diplomat said. 



ice talks 

are deadlocked over the 
scope and tunable of an 
Isr^ withdrawal from the. 
Golan Heights, which it* 
seized ftom ^ria in tbe 1967- 
Mddle East war. 

In Damascus, Mr. 
Murayama urged Mr. Assad 
to talte new stqs to accelei^ 
ate peace talks witii Israel. 
“The Syrian-Israeli peace 
talks have entered a very 
important stage and tune 
sh^d not be lost," he 
the Syrian president. 

He also said he wonld 
“urge tbe Israeli government 
to solve the issue on the bask, 
of a land-for-peace ex- 
change” based on U.N. 
Seem^ Council resdntions, 
a Japanese spokesman said. 

\fr. Murayama -virited ffie 
Yad Vashem memorial and 
paid tribute to the Jews killed 

(Continued on page 7) 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Sunday addresses a group of 
representatives of American pension funds (Petra photo) 

Prince Hassan outlines 
Jordan’s vision of new 
Mideast to U.S. groups 


By a Jordan Times Staff 

R^orter 

AMMAN— His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan on 
Sunday reaffirmed Jordan's 
firm Gommitment to do wfaatr 
ever k needed under realistic 
tenns to contribute to the 
buil(Eng of a new Middle 
East where all parties in the 
regiofi draw on their com- 
plementaiities and work in 
concert with each other to 
achieve ecKmomic develop- 
raent in a state of peace and 
stability. 

The Cronvn Prince, addres- 
-sing a group of American 
investment institutions, 
emphasised that while com- 
prehensive peace and stabil- 
ity are in Che making rn tte 
MIdkEe East it was equally 
Important to build on what 
has been adneved so fru* in 
the Arab-Israeli peace pro- 
cess. 

'While the peace process 
has seen progress on all 
tracks — going “beyond the 
point of no Fetum" — and 
.the Palestinians and Jordan 
have signed peace agree- 
ments until Israel, “it k nn- 
portant to bear in mind ^ 
distinction of the com- 
plementarity between mak- 
ing peace and building 
peace,** he said. 

“Peacemaking may be the 
stuff photo opportunities are 
made of,*' the Crown Prince 
told a meeting attended by 
representatives of neariy SO 
American pension funds 
under the theme “New 


Opportunities in Ancient 
Lamk.'* But “peacebuilding 
is the stuff that relates to the 
common man and woman in 
the streets ctf our towns..." 
the Crown Mnce told the 
meeting entitled the “Pen- 
sions Soo". 

Tbe peace that Jordan 
seeks “can only be achieved 
by a combination of qual- 
ities..: of standing up to 
friends as well as enemies, of 
engaging in a ... two-way 
diaIo|ue...,'* while fiitnly 
adhering to its commitments 
to democracy, political pinr- 
alism, and richness in diversi- 
ty, the Crown Prince said. 

Jordan's record clearly 
shows that its commitment to 
these principles are unshake- 
able, be said. 

On a parallel track, Jordan 
k also committed to free mar-, 
ket economy, -free trade 
where free tr^ k essential, 
and customs union wherever 
it k justified, he said. 

However, the key element 
to building a region based on 
complementarities needs a 
“kind of comprehension 
lea(fing to understanding..." 
he added. 

Jordan has worked hard to 
reach where it stands today in 
terms of implementing 
“market-friendly reform s .'^ 
as evidenced by tbe tribute 
given to the Kingdom by the 
European Union, said the 
Crown Prince. 

He also referred to the 
major changes in tbe coun- 
try’s economic legislation — 
the new income tax law, the 


law on investment promo- 
tion, the law on protection of 
intellectual property rights, 
and the new companies law 
among others — as a clear 
indicatiOD of Jordan's fast 
moves towards adjusting it- 
self to tiie economic realities 
of a new Middle East. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from the Crown 
Prince's s^ieech: 

The Crown Prince briefly 
reviewed Jordan's economic, 
performance and the growth 
rate of the Kingdom's gross 
domestic product. He said 
tbe hi^ mark gjven to Jor- 
dan by the iruernationali 
Monetary Fund (IMF) for 
implementing a tight-knit, 
economic reform programme 
k “enoonra^g in the sense 
that the private sector and 
private investment had led to 
scope to resume their role as- 
a dynamo for growth..." 

“It k our hope that in what 
I have describe as a reaEstic 
appmeh (o peacebuildir^ 
will invite our partners in tins 
exercise to develop a shared, 
realistic understan<Eng of tbe 
mter-related levek of peace-' 
boilding," said the Crown 
Prince. 

The first element in peace- 
building, in Jordan's view, be 
said was “the trilateral part- 
nership... between ^ern-' 
ments, international 
businesses and international 
financial institutions." 

In this context, the Crown 
Prince said tbe Mddle East 

(Omthmed on page 7) 


Serb arms removal slow; 
Muslims seize new town 


tary 

iTO 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb foFtts have removed 
some of their siege guns from 
around Sarajevo under threat 
'of renewed NATO bombing 
but they were well short cif 
the -frill withdrawal required 
as a NATO deadline Icximed 
on Sunday. 

U.N. offidak monitoring 
the Sarajevo pullback said 71 
Serb guns had left a 20- 
kilometre heavy weapons ex- 
durion zone there but they 
reckoned the total that must 
be withdrawn should be be- 
tween 200 and 329 weapons. 

U.S. Defence Secretar 
William Perry said NA1 
had warned the Serbs Satur- 
day night that they were not 
pulling out fost enough. 

“T(May, some es(^ation 
has, in f^,. occurred," Mr. 
Perry said in nearby 
Slovenia, a former Yugoslav 
republic. 

Mr. Perry said NATO and 
U.N. generals were to decide 
Sunday night wberher the 
Serbs had done enough to 
permit an extension of the 
deadline. 

‘*[ expect, and certainly 
hope, that they will be able to 
continue the suspension of. 
the bombing," Mr. Perry told 
reporters in the reson of Bled 
during his tour of Central 
European countries. 

Bosnian government 
forces, meanwhile, said they 
bad added another key town 


Bosnian Serbs get 
another 72 hours 

NATO AND U.N. pnmman- 
dos gave Bosnian Serbs 
anoiber 72 hours to com- 
plete tbe poDont of their 
heavy weapons from 
around Sar^evo after they 
found that Sobs had shown 
initial conqiUaDoe, the U.N. 
said. 

Tbe Bosnian Serbs 
' have shown initial com- 
pliance (with onr condi- 
tions). Therefore we have 
agreed that the suspension • 
of airstrikes be extended for 
SB additional 72 hours,” 
U.N. commander General 
Bernard Janvier said in a 
statement 

— Swski Most — to a rapdly 
growing list of military con-. 
quests in a strategic rollback 
of the Serbs in the northwest 
of the country. 

Shuttle diplomacy aimed at 
ending the 4>month-bld war 
in Bosnia ^thered race as 
European Union (EU) 
mediator C^arj Bildt arrived in 
Sarajevo tci meet Bosniair 
government officials and said 
the Serbs must comply strict- 
ly with NATO demands. 

U.N. envoy Richard Hol- 
brooke was alsQ] bound for 
Sarajevo after meeting Croa- 
tian President Franjo Tudj- 
man in Zagreb. 


British Foreign Secretary 
Malcolm Riflcind was head- 
ing for Belgrade for talks' 
with Serbian leader Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

“Sanski Most has been 
liberated," Bosnian state 
radio said. Jajee, Donji 
Vakuf, Bosanski Petrovac 
and Kljuc all fell in the week' 
before Sanski Most was cap- 
tured, giving Muslim and 
Croat forces control over 
thousands of square 
kilometres of territory which 
Serbs had held through the 
war. 

The Bosnian army also 
appealed to Serbs in the 
Mount Ozren area in the 
northeast to keep cairn and to 
welcome approaching Mus- 
lim forces as “liberators ftom 
fasci sm." But the_ Bosnian 
Serb army declared that it 
was holding its line there. 

' The latest gains put the 
Muslims on the doorstep of 
another important town 
Prijedor, and they now pose 
a threat to the Serbs' main 
northern bastion of Banja 
Luka further to the east. 

In Sarajevo, Major Guy 
Vinet, a U-.N. spokesman, 
said: "At midnight there' 
were about 70 heavy weapons 
which had been withdrawn 
ftom the exclusion zone and 
we think there were no furtiw* 

(Continned on page 7) 
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in north Iraq 
hampers relief efforts 


ERBIL (AFP) — Thousands 
of Ihrkish Ki^ leh^ees are 
caught in die middle of an 
intei^Kuid conflict which is 
hampering the work of U.N. 
and other aid organisations. 

In a sign of increasing de- 
speration, tiiree U.N. offi- 
cials and 10 workers from 
noo-govenunental or^nisa-> 
tions were held hostage in die 
U.N.-rnn Atmrii camp in 
northern Iraq last week. 

They were meant to act as 
shields against the Iraqi 
Kurds who want to search the- 
camp, belie^g it b being 
osea to hide weapons for the 
separatist Kurdish Labour 
(PKK). 

All the hostages were 
eventually freed unharmed 
after negotiations between 
die bMd the U.N. relief 
coordination unit, Stafford 
Qaxry, and amp leaders. 

Bat the incident served to 
ilhistrate the difficulties fso- 
ing aid workers amid the' 
dmos of northern Iraq, a 
re^on controlled by fending 
Baqi Kurds since 1991. 

*^Onr work is being 
affected for sure,” Mr. Garry 
said. 

Four members of an inter- 
national group vriio had plan- 
ned to vacdnate diildrra in 
Amadia, 100 kilometres 
northeast ^ the town of 
Dofauk, were wounded last 
week when their vehicle 
came under PKK fire. 

And a Swedish group, 
Qandil, was forced to aban- 
don plans to ^t tile Ber- 


war^; Bala area becanse of 
shoeing, U.N. woikers said. 

The United Nations has 
restricted movement for 
•humanitarian groups becanse 
of the instalxlity, but that has 
led to serious (^ys in p^ 
viding food, Mr. Cfony said. 

Arait frtM the 20,0in Thr- 
kbh Kurds in die two Atmsfa 
'camps run 1^ die U.N. High 
Commisaoner for Refngees 
(UNHCR), aid groups are 
also tryii^ to neh> about. 
20,000 Iraqi Kurds who fled 
diw yiUaga during Thriish 
army in cursi on s ear her in the 
year. 

The PKK braan to wage 
war on the Kurdi stan Demo- 
cratic Fai^ (^P) on ADg„ 
2S to punish it for aS^effiy 
backing Ankara vriiidi twice 
sent troops into nordi Iru to 
wipe out PKK guerriilas 
fighting for an independent 
homeland in 'Ihik^. 

But the Tuildl^ campaign 

qipears to have baddired. 
llie area combed ^ teas 
thousands of Turkish troops 
in die spring b now at least 
partly under the control of 
the PKK. 

A semor KDP offidal, vriio 
asked not to be named, said 
the PKK controlled fonr 
strat^ic positions in tiie west 
of the T^on. 

He ad^tted they were a 
tough adversary but pre- 
dicts that having lost the 
support cS the Kind 

villagers who helped them 
during the TUrkisb incDisions 
they could not bold out much 
longer. 


**T1iey are very stupid. Af- 
ter the IWkbh incorson diey 
had lots of peo|de with tbCT, 
almost all the peasants in the 
mofantainoiis regkms. 

**Even we let them move 
and did not really pnrsoe 
diem. But now they are 
alone. Without the bad^ 
of the viflagers, they are like 
fidi out of water. They will 
snrrender soon/* be pre- 
dicted.' 

Ihe KDP aid about 80 PKK 
fi^iters c aptur ed in Vff 
dm month were former re- 
fngees from Atmsh. 

**These prisoners told ns 
that TOO people have left the 
two camps to join PKK 
groups and that thm are still 
weqions and ra^ devices 
dim. 

**That b why we want to 
search the camp, but not 
without anan^i^ it widi the 
UNHCR,” a KDP offidal 
said. 

The instability b com- 
pounded by tensions between 
die KDP and its rival, the 
Patriotic Union of Knrdbtan, 
wUdi failed at talks in Didi- 
lin last week to amee on 
implementation of a U-S. and 
Turkish-backed peace 
accord. 

Their conflict has cost 
more than 2,000 li^ since 
May 1994. 

“I’m sore that Turkey will, 
exploit the unrest, if it 
dom't stop soon, as a pre- 
text for another incoision,'' a 
senior offidal from a foreign 
aid mganbation said. 


Zeroual urges Algerians to vote, 
but remains silent on candidacy 


PARIS (Ageodes) — Alger- 
ia’s President Liamine 
Zeroual urged citizens of hb 
troubled country on Satnxday 
tt) defy goenillas by voting in 
die coming juesidentiale^ 
'tkm but not s^ whedier 

he would a candidate. 

Mr. Zeroual, in a speed 
broadcast on state-run radio 
and televiaon, said 'die pres- 
idential poll due in the next' 
two mondis would break the 
decode in |he' bloody con- 
flict pitting ^"aimy-badred 
government againgf mOitants 
bent on tcpple die country’s 
moderate rulers and wr^ 
the election. 

He refused to say whether 
he himself would contest die 
election, dbsspite growing ^le- 
culatioo in new^apers at 
home and abroad Mr. 
Zeroual, S3t would fio^y 
decide to stand. 

The daily La Tribune said 
the main army chiefs had met 
Mr. Zeroual on Tuesday 
“and discussed hb candida- 
cy.” 

A1 Watan newqiwer said: 
“President Zeroual might 
announoe hb candtdaqr in 
die next boms.” 

Mr. Zeroual, a general 
who b also defence nmiister, 
took office in Jannary 19^ 
for a maxifflnffl tfar^year 
transidonal term. 

He succeeded a civilian- 
appointed militaiy five-man 
in^dency which had talmn 
office aftm army-backed au- 
thorities cancelled general 
elections in Jannary 1992 
which Islamists were pob^ 
to win but had failed to 
the country’s crisb. 

In less than four years of 
escalating violence mice, an 
estimated 4Q,0QQ people ^ve 
been killed. 

The pressure on Mr. 
Zeroual to stand dimaxed on 
Saturday with former govern- 
ment spokeswoman Leila 
Asslaoui niging him “not to 
abandon the nation” aftm 


handreds of thousands of 
people took to the streets 
across the country deman- 
his canefidacy. 

Tne main secular and Mus- 
lim ntifitant parties have db- 
mbsed the preadential poD, 
saying it vrill worsen the 
counts omflict by proknig- 
ing die army-backed govern- 
ment. 

Guerrillas, vriio have st^ 
ped up attacks since July wiffi 
bombings that killed more 
dian 40 people, have vowed 
to blodc the election. 

*Tbe etectum will ensure 
that the people will win bade 
the right to select their lead- 
ers without gnaitfianship and 
any sharin| of power,” Mr. 
Zmtmal said. 

He acknowledged that the 
election would be held ’in 
hard times" lut (ribdged that 
the authorities would strive 
to provide die best conditions 
for them. 

Referring to guerrillas, he 
said: “The others who wield a 
crimiiial direat (seek) to (»e-: 
vent an the nation, from ex- 
pressing its dunce. But tins 
direat will be answered'by 
your firm and dignified reac- 
tion.” 

Mr. Zeroual also agned a 
decree creating an electmal 
body to oversee die Nov. 16 
first round of presidential 
balloti^ 

Mr. Zmxnial in hb qieecfa 
referred to himself as the 
“preadent of die period cf 
transition.” 

He reminded Algerians 
that he has invited the United 
Nations, the Arab Learn 
and the Orgmbation on 
ca Unity to monitor the bal- 
toting ensure “the exclu- 
sive right to the Algerian 
people to dioose dieir lead- 
ers.” 

Algerian bdd in Furis 

An Algerian selected of 
invedvement in aiw anng- 


gting for the radical Armed 
Islamic Groiqi (GIA) was 
qoestiooed and held in cus- 
tody by French anti-terrorist 
jm^ Jean-Lonb Brogniere 
Saturday, le^ sources sakL 

Lawyers smd Abdul Kader 
BeUdhd was beai^ held on 
arms and terrorism-related 
charges. Arrested in Bd^nm 
in June, Belldhd was extea- 
dhed-to Hrance on Wednes- 
day. 

He b sn^iMected of b^g a 
dose associate of Al^^ 
Za^, currm^ on trial in 
Be^nm. Zaoni b tiioo^ to 
be a tftarihig ^ure in the 
GIA. 

Bdkibel b also dKM^t to 
be part of a Europe^ arms 
trarficking operation. A 
Bel^an-re^stered car be- 
lonpng to him was found 
loaded with arms and 
am mun ition boni^t in Hun- 
gaw and Poland. 

^ odier Algerians have 
aliea^ been questioned over 
dm affein Jamel Loonaondi, 
Samir Salmi, Mohammad 
Bett^b, Ahmad Bekkat, 
Siri Qie^ and Luhi Ait 
Aldjet. 

Meanwhile French Mme 
Iffinister Alain Juppe told die 
newspaper Journal de 
Dimandie diat the inquiry 
into the recent spate of 
bombings was “pro g re s sing.” 

“A nnmber of suroects 
have been identified and the 
police are stepping np their 
inquiries,” J^ipesaid,m 
an interview to appear on 
Sunday. 

Commenting on reports of 
friction between the different 
arms of die seenrity services, 
be said: “Cooperation be- 
tween the services has im- 
proved,” Imt deplored “the 
tack of discretion” in some 
quarters. 

“When inquiries as diffi- 
cult and as serious as thb are 
underway, people should 
know bow to hold their ton- 
gues,” be stressed. 


MOGADISHU (R) — 
Somali faction leader 
Mohammad Farah Aideed 
and 600 militiamen thrust out 
Of Mogadishu and seized the 
southwestern dty of Baidoa 
on Sunday in their most signi- 
ficant move in two years. 

Aid officials said Baidoa 
fell at S a.m. (0200 GMT) 
and international aid workers 
were rounded up and taken 
to a single compound in the 
dty. 240 kiiometres north- 
west of Mogadbhu. 

It was the most important 
Somaii military development 
since General Aideed*s 
forces were thrown out of the 
southern port of Kismayu in 
1993 and a blow to aid agen- 
des who kept Baidoa as a ' 
showcase for their work in 
Somalia after U.N. troops 
withdrew in March. 

Gen. Aideed left his south 
Mogadishu stronghold on 
Saturday night at the head of 
600 militiamen and 30 “tech- 
nicals." battlewagons 
mounted with heavy 
weapons, for the thrust, aid 
offidals said. 

Hie column seized Baidoa. 
renowned as “the city of 
death” in 1992 when it was 
the centre of Somalia's 
famine, after some sporadic 
fighting but there were no 
predse casualty reports. 

Aid officials said Mr. 
Aideed's force in Baidoa on 
Sunday moved on towards 
Bardera town. 16S kilometres 
to the southwest, which could 
put them on course for an 
assault against Kismayu. 

In Mogadishu, travellers 
from Baidoa said the takeov- 
er was virtually bloodless and 
Gen. Aideed's Somali 
National Alliance (SNA) 
militiamen had banned all 
'Other gunmen from the dty's 
streets. 

Rival clan fighters in the 
dty hid most of their arms. 

Mohammad Kanyare 
Afrah, interior minbler in a 
government formed by Gen. 
Aideed which has no inter- 
ventional recognition, told 
reporters “president'' Aideed 


was received warmly by resi- 
dents. 

He said Gen. Aideed's 
Baidoa visit was one of sever- 
al to various regions since 
July. Gen. Aideed was 
ele(^ president of Somalia 
by his supporters in June but 
rival leaders denounced the 
move. 

Gen. Aideed's Voice of the 
Masses of the Somali Repub- 
lic radio said the president 
told Baidoa elders, religious 
leaders arid intellectuab that 
the purpose of the visit of his 
“delegation” was to assess 
the situation and see how 
people could be helped. 

He said he was paiticulariy 
concerned with problems 
brought about during the rule 
of late dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre. who was ousted 
in 1991. and “those later 
caused by groups working for 
colonialists and foreim agen- 
cies." the radio addro. 

A radio station run by rival 
fection leader Osman Ali 
Hassan Atto said Baidoa resi- 
dents strongly resisted Gen. 
Aideed's attack and fighting 
continued on Sunday after 
many people were killed and 
property looted. 

A spokesman for the U.N. 
Development Programme in 
Nairobi said its 12 or 13 
international staff in Baidoa 
had been taken to a single 
compound in the dty and 
were being kept there. 

“There is some looting of 
our premises. We were 
assur^ in Mogadishu by 
Aideed's group that nothing 
would happen to our people 
or offices but we understand 
at least one office has been 
looted.” he said. 

A ^keswoman for the 
U.N. world Food program- 
me (WFP) said four WFP 
workers — an Afghan and 
three Sudanese — were taken 
from their compound 
apparently by SNA militia- 
men to an unknown location. 

She said WFP's radio 
equipment in Baidoa was rip- 
ped out. 


Fnipiria inaid libpefiii 
despite death sentence 


ABU DHABI (Agendes) — 
A young Filipina maid who 
could face a firing squad in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) for murder was in 
good spirits on Sunday and 
expressed hope that she 
would be pardoned, said 
embassy offidals who visited 
her. 

“Sarah was smiling vriien I 
walked in and she said she 
still had hope that she would 
be pardonro.” Grace Esa- 
lante. consul at the Philippine 
embassy, told Reuters after 
visiting 16-year-oId Sarah 
Balabagan in prison in the 
oasis town of Al 'Ain. 

On Saturday, she was led 
sobbing from an Islamic court 
there which condemned her 
to death for the prem^itated 
murder of her Gulf Arab 
employer. Almas Moham- 
mad Al Baloushi. 

It rejected her plea that she 
stabbed him 34 times in self- 
defence after he raped her. 

In Manila, two migrant 
worker organisations urged 
Filipinos to burn thousands 
of UAE flags to protest the 
death sentence. 

President Rdel Ramos, 
whose government came 
under fire in March when a 
Hlipino maid was hanged for 
murder in Singapore, 
ordered officials to finance 
the appeal of Ms. Balabagan. 
a Muslim from the southern 


Philippine city of Cotabato. 

Mr. Ramos said he would 
appeal directly to UAE Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zayed Ben Sul- 
tan Al Nahayan to intervene 
in the case. 

The case threatened to 
emerge as a major domestic 
and foreign policy issue in a 
country sensitive to the plight 
of overseas workers and 
deeply embarrassed over the 
fact that millions must go' 
abroad to find jobs. 

Reports of the death sent- 
ence led nearly every news- 
paper in the country Sunday. 
.In an editorial for publication 
Monday, the Philiy^ine Daily 
Inquirer, one of the country's 
leading newspapers, said the 
verdict raises questions of 
whether there is a system of 
justice in the UAE “at least 
as justice i| understood in 
most other countries.” 

“If this is not the height of 
barbarism and a clear miscar- 
riage of justice, we don't 
know what else to call it.” the 
Friends of Filipino Migrant 
Workers Inc. and the Asso- 
ciation of International 
Domestics for Development 
said in a statement. 

They also urged the Philip- 
pine- ^vernment to declare 
the southern Gulf emirate a 
“dan^r zone” and off-limits 
to'Filipino workers until the 
maid is set free. 


Kabul 

parades 

Pakistani 

‘agents’ 

KABUL (AP) — Amid 
growing fears of renewed 
fighting in the A^an' capit- 
al, government o^als Sun- 
day put on display three 
Pakistani men accused of 
spying and working with a 
warring rival faction. 

The parade of spies in 
Kabul, arranged for a gather- 
ing of Western and Afghan 
journalists, was the latest in 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bwi's accusations of Pakis- 
tan's alleged support for the 
rebel Taliban militia. 

Mr. Rabbani's forces have 
suffered a series of devastat- 
ing defeats at the hands of the 
Talibans in recent weeks. 
Earlier this month Mr. Rab- 
bani’s western stronghold of 
Herat fell to -the Talibans 
with barely a fight> 

Since then, there has been 
growing concern among 
Kabul reridents that the Tali- 
bans' next target will be the 
capital. 

**lliere's going to be a bat- 
tie for Kabul in a week, 
maybe 10 days.*' a United 
Nations offidal said on condi- 
tion that be nor be named. 

“And it's going to be a 
bloody one," he said. “The 
U.N. can not do anything 
now. It's up to the AfghiEms to 
stop the fighting.” 

Afghan security ofiidals, 
meanwhile, told reporters the 
three Pakistanis — Ashfaq 
Sadiq from Pakistan's Punjab 
province, Shakil Ahmad 
from the Northwest^ Frontier- 
Province and former police 
officer, Hamid Ullah from 
Kabul, as spies. 

Along with the alleged 
Pakistan agents. Af;^an au- 
thorities showed off Pakistan 
passports with false Afghan 
visas of two of the men. a 
pistol and a full dip of bul-. 
lets, identification papers and 
a telephone handset con.- 
nected to a series of wires!. 

“The telephone has been 
used to intercept communica- 
tions within Kabul,” said 
Mohammad All. a senior 
officer. -.wiriV' Afghanistan's 
secret ‘service known as 
Khad. 

Also on display was a 
calender and address book 
containing the names of an 
arms dealer and the former 
head of Pakistan's secret ser- 
vice, Hameed Gul. 

A^an forces last week 
caught two of the men in 
Khayk in the northern Panj- 
shir Valley while the thtid 
man was arrested in the capit- 
al outside the I^fence Minis- 
try building. 

“The evi^nce speaks for 
itself.” Mr. Ali said. “Pakis- 
tan interferes with Afghanis- 
tan's internal affairs through 
the militia, spying and bom- 
bardments." 

Pakistan has repeatedly de- 
nied any involvement in the 
bitter Afghan civil war, 
claiming to be an indepen- 
dent observer of the coun- 
try's ongoing fighting. 

After nearly six months of 
relative peace, the prospect 
of renewed fighting in Kabul 
has many residents terrified. 

“People are very worried, 
again-,'' said shopkeeper 
Abdu] Rahoof. “We have 
already survived so much, we 
cannot take: anymore fight- 
ing." 

While Mr. Rabbani has 
been trying to assure both 
foreign relief workers luid 
Kabul citizens that the dty 
would remain peaceful, his 
spokeanan has warned on 
several occasions of an immi- 
nent attack from Talibans 
based south and west of the 
capital. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Oman asks MekkI to oversee economics minisby 

MUSCAT (R) — Oman's Sultan Qab^ on ^nday asked 
one of his ministers to owrsee (^e Finance 

and Economy Mioistry^r toe dato /kS 

aeddent of Deputy Pnme Mmister 

J2?JiS™ntinSer^ Ben Abdul iJabi hfeklu wiU ^h 
immediate effect overtook “the operanoiK of the minism 
^finance and economy.” Mr. Mekki is ato depug; to the 
oresident of toe central bank. Zawawi. who was killed on 
Monday when toe car he and the Sultan were in m struck 
by another vehicle, was deputy prime minister for financial 
and economic affeirs. 

Yemen expels hundreds of militants 

DUBAI (AFP) — Yemen has expelled hundreds of 
militants after it came under fire Egypt and other 
countries for sheltering them, an advisor to Praident Ali 
Abdullah Saleh said. “Hundreds of Arab extremists known 
as Islamists,'' induding Egyptians, were expelled. General 
Yahya Al Mutawafckel said in Monday s edition of the 
Uni^ Arab Emirates weekly, Al Shuruk. Many belonged 
to Jihad (holy war), which has militants in Egypt, Lebanon, 
and Palestinian areas, Gen. Mutawakkel said. Some were 
veterans of toe war in Afghanistan. “T^ese militants were 
not in military camps. Some were living in 'Yemen as 
theology students and others as teachers,” be said.'“They 
conducted inappropriate activities using this cover. ’ 

Bomb hits Israeli patrol In S. Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (R) — A roadside bomb exploded in 
South Lebanon on Sunday, wounding three Israeli soldiers 
in a motorised patrol. pro-Israeli sources said. Two soldieis 
were seriously injured and toe third was slightiy hurt, the 
pro-Israeli South Lebanon Army (SLA) miUtia sources 
^yiri . They were evacuated to Israel by heliropter. The 
attack took place on the road to Quelea village just south of 
Maijayoun, headquarters of toe 3,000-strong SLA which 
helps toe Israelis control a 15-kilometres-wide border 
occupation zone. 

Velayati begins Armenia visit 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati left here Sunday for Yeravan where he is to take 
part in a trmrtide meeting with Armenia and Turkmenis- 
tan, toe offidal Islamic republic news agency IRNA said. 
The three countries are to discuss three-way cooperation in 
economy, banking, transport and ener;^, it said.^ The 
foreign minister of (ran, Armenia and Turkmenistan signed 
several accords in Tehran in April for economic and 
technical cooperation. Their last sudi meeting was held in 
Turkmenistan in July. 

Turkey says 19 Kurdish guerrillas killed 

DIYARBAKIR (R) — Troops killed 19 Kurdistan Labour 
Party (PKK) rebels in series of dashes in southeast Turkey, 
security officials said on Sunday. There was no indepen- 
dOTt confirmation of toe killings. The offidals said five of 
the guerrillas died in fighting in the district of Kulp, where 
Turkish forces striking frmn land and air killed 51 rebels 
last week in one of toe southeast's biggest clashes this year. 
Twelve other rebels were killed on Mount Cudi, a PICK 
strong^ld near the Ira^i border, the regional governor's 
office in toe dty of Diyarbakir said in a statement. 

King Hassan II rejects idea of Islamic terrorism’ 

PARIS (AFP) — King Hassan II of Morocco rejected the 
idea of “Islamic teironsm” in a forthright denundation of 
toe current wave of attacks in France in an interview 
Sunday. Speaking to the French-language television chan- 
nel TVS, be also announced a fortocoming visit to France 
to meet French Resident Jacques Qiirac. Of the bombings 
in France, he said: 'The attacks are political attacks. They 
are not religious .... and we will know one day that those 
responsible for toe attacks, even if they say they are 
Muslim, know nothing of their religion.” He said relations 
between Morocco and France were better than before. He 
would be travelling to Paris in a few weeks to meet Mr. 
Qitrac, he said, without spedfying toe date. 

Iran; U.S. trying to partitioRIraq 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar 
Nat^ Nun on Sunday accused toe United States of 
seekmg to dismember Iraq, toe offidal news gency IRNA 
repc^d. Mr. Nateq Nan, in a meeting wito a Kuwaiti 
pwiamentaiy delegation, reaffirmed Iran’s support for 
Iraq’s “independence and territorial integrity and a govern- 
ment toere based on toe will of its people.” Tehran is 
alarmed over Washington's efforts to mediate a peace 
accord between rival Kurdish factions in Kurdish-held 
nortoem Iraq, according to diplomats here. Their peace 
talks in Dublm broke down on Saturday. The head of the 
Kuwaiti delegation, deputy Ghanam Ali Al Jombur, said 
his country also respected Iraq's territorial integrity and 
called for cooperation with Iran to ensure peace and 
stability in the region. 

Aideed ‘investigating’ jailed Journalist 

MOGADISHU (R) — Somalia's self-styled president, 
wariord Mohammad Farah Aideed, told local officials at 
toe weekend that toe case of a journalist now under arrest 
was being investigated. He said journalist Ali Musa Abdi, 
who worked for the British Broadcasting Corporation and 
French news agency Agence France-Presse (AFP), would 
be released if he was found innocent of toe charges for 
which he was arrested, a spokesman said on Sunday. No 
details have been given of toe charoes. Mr. Ali abducted 
by p^Aidad gunmen on Sept. 5. is being held under 
I** south Mogadishu. His wife, who has been able to 
visit him daily said he was well bdt “weary.” 
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SHdrich. Tl- 1. Shl74() 

AwmMin bT God Cburdi. Tel. 


St. Joseph Chureh Tel. 624.WO. 
Cburrfa of the <\BmiRGi8lion Tcl. 
(I.1744II. 

De te Salle Cburefa Tcl. M>I757 
Terrasaneta Ctanrcfa Tcl; n22.Vi() 
Chareh of the Aniuioriatioii Tcl. 
A2.U41. 

Aa^kan Chareh Tel. . Tel. 
63L^4.1. 

Armeniaa Cathtrik Cbarcta Td. 

•771.VM. 

Amealan Oribodox Chareh Tel. 
7752ft I . 

St. Epbr^m Chareh Tcl. 771751. 
Anunaa lateraathHal Cfaardi Tel. 
ft52.52h. 

Evaapelkal Lolheru Chareh Tel: 
X24.12K. 

CenaaD.q>eak!ap Evanpeikal Coa- 

fErepuioB Tcl. fttums 

The l4ltter-Da} Salats Tcl. 6.U9.3:' 

Chareh of Nazarcae Tcl.ftTSftVI. 

The Evaagrikal Local Chareh fa 

Amman 

Tcl. Kll?*5 


WEATHER 

Bulletin Hupffred hi- the Defian- 
nh'fil of 

Mild weather cnndlihins will pru- 
^jil with uinds norihwcMerK m<Hl- 
L'Rite ii« :ieiiic. In Aqaba, winds 
will he ntiUhciU mnderdle anJ •w;u!« 
ciilm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min.lMav temp. 

Amman 

A<|vha 


17-27 

24 r- .V* 


Deserts 15 /.ii EMIERCHiCiES 

Jnnian VoDes- 22/. 15 Fi>od C'oniri)l Ceniie #07111 

Civil Defence Dqtunmcnt Ml 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue ft.UGA 1 

Civil Defence Emcijwim- I 9 » 

Rescue Ppolicc 

192 . #cim. h .17777 

Ffu BiiBade AI 7 IIU 

Blond Bank 775121 

Highway Police K 4 .VUC 

TrafTic Pulke lNft 39 (i 

PoMicSenirily Depanmem ft. 111311 . 

I liitd Ciimplainis #iil 5 WNI 

Price Complaints fthllTA 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints S 974 A 7 

Amman Munkipaliiv 

Cmiptaims 7 N 71 1 1 

Tek’phooe Information 

IdnvetnrvaMiislance) 121 

CX-eiM.’asCnILs nilUln 

CcRltal Amman Telephone 

Rqairs #>23101 

Ahdali Tckphime Repairs ftAljfl] 

Jordan Tek'vKion 77.11 II 

‘Radio Jordan 7741 j | 

Water Auiltcinir IWIItlltl 

Jordan Elcciriciiv Aulhorilv ' 
Bkcirk Power ' 'Sl 5 ftl 5 

Company ft 3 fi.V<I 

KJ Plight Infimnaiion .... UK. 5 . 12 tli 
Oucen Ali .1 Inti. Airpivn IIKr. 5 .l 2 iill 

„ HOSPITALS 

ZARQA: AMMAN; 

Dr. ^inda Shahin 9957 IH Hussem Medical Cenire SI. 1 KI.V. 12 . 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9 K 54 I 7 Khalidi MaUirnili, J, Amn ri 442 SI (i 


YesierJav^'s high temperatures: 
Amman 29. At^iibn .17 llumidily 
rvaJing.s: Amman .IX per cent'. 
Aqaha .12 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhles Malaiwh XI922U 

Dr. ChukhZawaidch 73fi»1 1 

Dr. Nidal A.s'uJ 7.51f>72 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashhah NH5U7 

Finis pharmacy 061912 

Fenlows pharmacy 77K3.Vi 

Al A-sema phtirmacy ft.171155 

Nairoukhpharnuiey 623672 

AlSalam pharmacy 63ft73il 

Yiicouh prarmacy 6^945 

Stimdsaniphamuiev ft.T7#ift(l 

Natn’ujh pharmaey' 611672 

Ndjib phantuiev M7ft32 

IR81D: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 

Alqudsphamuey (— | 


Akilph Malerni^r. J. Amn #^244l/2 
Jahai Amman Maierniiy .... 6423ft2 

Malhas.J, Amman h,V)|40 

Palesitne. Shtncisini ft#>4171/4 

Shmeisairi Mospilal 6#i9l3l 

Univcrsilv Hospilal 

AI-MutsAer HospiUil 667227/9 

The Islamic, Ahdali A#iftl27<'.17 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali ftfsIlMVi 

itaiinn. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777](ll,'3 
A^Bashi^. J. Asbrafieh 775 1 1 ICA 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Oucen Alia Hospilal .... AH224it‘5n 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Center for Heart and 

Spcctal Surgerv 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Cnsl. Mortal (09I9K.1.12.1 
Zarqa Nalioiuil lio^Jiial 

|(I9|9IIII5NI 

Ibil Sina Hospilal (119)9867.12 

AIMlLiiuiMnkmliccpilal (WIViRPM) 

irtM 

Piina*M Baena ilibprial (H2)2755.'i.1 

GteckCadwlklhwcaui (U2)27:2?5 

ihn Al Nafce Hospital |Ii:)247[Ui 

AQABA: 

PnmsA llaia Mortal |ll.1j.1l4] 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

7Ai> /n/timuinift Mipf^ieU fy 

Roinl JtvUaoiM (RJ) utfonnatH»t 


dcpanmenl ui the Omxn Alia In- 
tcnaihval Airport Tcl. (tKVS.Uai. 
.1. where If fhould p/wasw he ivrf- 
rieJ. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Plights ' 

(Terminal 1) 

0R29 

WM 

09s30 

IO-.00 

10:10 

10:15 

I0J5 

16:30 

17:15 

17:20 

17^15 New 

19:10 

OBJO 
Bangkok. 


DEPAimiRES '* • 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nights 

(Terminal 1 ) 


Sanaa(RJ) 

DunuLscusfRJi 

Jeddah (RJ) 

.......... NcwDeihi(RJ) 

Dubai, Abu Dhahi ( RJ) 

A()Bha(RJ) 

Beirut ( RJ i 

Zagreb (add) (RJ) 

Caini(RJ) 

CiMibInnea I add l ( RJ l 
York. Amsletdam (RJ) 
TunisiRji 

Kutihi Lumpur. New 
Delhi (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2). 

Khanoum(SD) 

Doha (07) 

.. Muscat. Abu Dhahi (GFl 

Kiev(hU) 

ParK. Datnaseus (AF) 

Cairo (MS) 

Dubai (EK) 

Beirut (ME) 

London(BA)' 

AmsierdamtKL) 


06-.40 . 
07:00. 
OL-OO . 
12:30. 
13:10. 
13:25 . 
13:30 . 
21:45 . 

2IU5. 

22:15. 

22:30.. 


Beirut (RJ) 

Zagreb(add)(RJ| 

Aqaba (RJ) 

.. Aiirslerdam.ChicagoiRJ) 

Cairo I RJ) 

LnihJiin (RJ) 

Frankfun(RJ) 


Danuscus(RJ) 

Bahrain. Do)u(RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

.. ‘AlAin. AbuDhahi(RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


I0*.S0 
13:00 
13sW .. 
I4J0., 
18:45 .. 
20J5.. 
21 : 00 .. 
21 : 10 .. 
22M.. 
01:25.. 


06:00 

M J5 

07:30 

(Ss45 

12:00 

14:00 

14:30 

Bahrain. 

1.5^10 

21:25 

<21N 

M:I0 

02:30 


Istanbul (TK) 

UtniJon (KJ) 

Rome(AZ) 

Beirut (ME) 

Khanoum(SD) 

Doha (07) 

Ahu Dtuhi. MtaMat (GFl 

Kies (ftUi 

CaiiuiMS) 

DuhailEK) 

.. DaflKucib.Liii(liiii(BAl 
AmendatniKL) 


HIJAZ RAILWAY 
train 

Dep-Aramaa 8:lll)e\erx Mnndav 
Arr. Danttscas 

5:181 p.m. es'cry Mondav 


D^. Damascus 

7;.KI a.m. cwiy Sunday 
Arr, Amaiaii 

58X1 p.m. every Sunday 


MARKET PRICES 

Vpperltn\er price in fils per *g. 

Apple h(HV4(XI 

Banana dSl) 

Banana (Mukammar) ft20 

Cabbage 1.1(1/ 811 

Ciim>i 42U^.l0n 

Cauliflower 190M2H 

Cucumbers (large) 120 /Ml 

Cucumbers (sma'I) 210/ 150 

Eggplant 15ft' 15(1 

Figb .1200.50 

Garlic TiRVSIXi 

Grapes 75(V6W» 

Gustva 6.5IV.5II0 

Lemon .Vxrai 

Marrow (large) 2lJl)./ )20 

Mamiw (smaH) Jwi .' .nil) 

Mulukhia 1.111/811 

Okra g5ll / Ttm 

OnioniJrv) 24li( 18(1 

Orange -Mft’.W 

reMhes. lINRtMXI’ 

™pper(hoi) 18(1/ 131 

Peppcr(sweei) 22II/I1HI 

Pnmepranaic .Uft/l'ill 

24(1/ Kill 

Stfing Bcuns (OO i 5W) 

Sweet Melon .ipn / 2til» 

Tomato lllIrTd 

Wulcr Melon 120/70 


»;ptemb 
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Hazardous chemicals containers 
explode, spread blaze in Aqaba 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jortkm Times 

— An explosion 
■ tipped through dozens of 
containers causing fiie to 
engulf a section of the port 
- of Aqaba on Saturday, 

: accord^g to Civil Defence 

‘ Ufflamneot (CDD) officials. 

A CDD official told the 
Josdan Hmes Sunday that 
. the blaze, which started Sat- 
! uiday at about nooa» was the 
tssult of high temperatures 
' which caus^ the combus- 
tion of the hazardous chemi- 
cals insiite some of the con- 
; taineis. 

The official added that 
ptelinmaiy investigations 
‘ ftat the cb&auc^s, 

. which included nitro-cellu- 
lose — a liquified gas used 
y. as feel to propel io<^ts and 
is also known as guncotton, 
. used in the manul^tuiing of 


explosives — were improp- 
erly packed in the contazo- 
ers. 

He said the containers 
were exposed to tempera- 
tures as bi^ as 40°C, caus- 
ing a container to explode. 

The lesuitant fire spread 
quickly to the other cootmn- 
ers on that pier, he said. 

He added that H took CDD 
units less than one hour to 
extinguish the blaze and iso- 
late other containers on the 
pier. 

CDD units were kept on 
fell alert for 16 hours, the 
CDD official added. 

The official could not give 
an estimate of the amount of 
damage caused by the fire, 
hot said at least 20 cootaio- 
ers fell of various goods and 
commodities were totally 
destroyed. 

No one was injured in the 
incident. 


According to the official, 
if safety proceduies were 
implemented properly, the 
explosion and blaze could 
have been avoided. 

"No one informed the 
CDD that hazardous matm- 
als were being stored at the 
port," the official said. 

According to the official, 
containers were not canying 
warning labels and were not 
stored in a suitable area. 

"We have contacted Aqaba 
authorities to coordinate 
amongst all concerned to 
inibim us about hazardous 
material being shipped to 
and stored in the ports so we 
can take necessary safety 
measures," the official said. 

An investigative commit- 
tee has been formed to con- 
duct inquiries into the inci- 
dent. 
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Speaker of the Senate Ahmad Lawzi meets vrith a visiting Cuban parliamentary dele- 
gation to discuss enhancing bilateral relations (Petra photo) 

Visifing Cuban parliamentarians sugg^t 
forming parHamentary friendship group 


- • • fiw-? 

AMMAN (Petra) — A visit- ' 
ing Cuban p^iamentary 
delegation Sunday discussed 
the establishment of a Jor- 
danian-Cuban parliamentary 
friendship . group to take 
charge of stimulatiag bilat- 
eral cooperation in parlia- 
mentary and other fields. 

The Cuban delegation met 
with Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sp^er Sa'ad Hayel 
Srour and Deputy Abdullah 
Ensour, chairman of the 
House's Foreign Affairs 
Committee, to discuss coop- 
eration and developments in 


die Middle East region. 

The bead of the Cuban del- 
egation said the delegation, 
which airived here Saturday 
from Syria, wanted to 
explore means of encoui^- 
ing ties between the two 
countries. 

He said Cuba has always 
supported Arab countnes in 
their just struggles. 

Mr. Srour underlined the 
strong ties between Cuba 
and Jordan and briefed the 
delegation on Jordan's par- 
Uamentaiy life, political plu- 
ralism and its democratic 


•-'1 

march. 

Dr. Ensour reviewed the 
Josrdan-lsrael peace treaty 
with the Cuban delegation. 

The meeting was also 
attended by several Jordan- 
ian pariiameatarians as well 
as Cuban Ambassador to 
Jordan Ernesto Gomez. 

Tbe Cuban delegation ear- 
lier met with Speaker of the 
Senate Ahmad Lawri and 
discussed parliamentary 
affairs and means of promot- 
ing bilateral relations. 


Innovative chair helps children 
with cerebral palsy 


.... 1.' 




By Lola Keilani 
Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Centre for 
Social Develt^ment in the 
Hai Nazzal district held a 
course on how to desi^ 
and manufacture a special 
conqxtessed cardboard chair 
for children with cerebral 
palsy which would cost 
about $3970 less than a 
similar metal model manu- 
factured in tbe U.S. 

These chairs help children 
with cerelnal palty to stand 
as well as sit securely and 
comfwufely without tire 
for restraining straps, 
said volunteer course 
teacher and physiotherapist 
Archie Hinchcliffe, who 
designed the chain 
Ne'meb Mustafa Abdul 
Halim, motiier of five, two 
of who have cerebral ^sy, 
said diat although she still 
found the chair expensive at 


JD 20 each, she was happy 
that Ayman, her 1 1 -year-old 
son, could DOW watch tele- 
vision comfortably with the 
rest of his family. Ayman's 
younger sister Ala'a has 
been fitted to receive her 
own chair soon. 

Before getting his card- 
board chir. Ayman had to be 
tied to a regular chair to 
remain prcqrped up, the 
mother said ^ 

Unfortunately, said Mrs. 
Hincbcbffe, who is married 
to Britiish Ambassador to 
Jordan Peter Hinchcliffe, 
only two out of the seven 
women trainees in the 
course were willing to stay 
on and work on what tbe 
centre hoped would be a 
useful income-generating 
project. 

Tlie others could not spare 
(he time, according to the 
two women who did stay 
on. 


Tt is difficult for them to 
stay aw^ fiom home from 
8:00 ajn. (0 5:00 p.m. 
daily." said Hiba Musallem, 
a 21-year-old with a diplo- 
ma in conq)uter science. 

In addition, Mrs. Hinch- 
cliffe said, some of young 
women were reluctant to 
continue wozloDg because it 
involved their co-sigmng a 
bank loan to finance the 
project 

"The idea of getting a 
group loan fii^teoed the 
women," she said 

Tbe production of each 
chair takes one week, and 
so fer eight chairs, have 
been ordered fcH* construc- 
tion. 

"We put a great deal of 
work into our chair designs, 
but tbe smile that lights up 
Ayman's face gave us so 
much pleasure Uiat we for- 
got all our weariness said 
Ms. Musallem. 


American firm to study feasibility 
of Aqaba airport expansion 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reponer 

AMMAN - Tbe Civil Avia- 
tion Autfamity (CAA) has 
selected an American com- 
pany to conduct a feasibility 
study on expanding the 
Aqaba airport and tbe 
awarding of tbe contract is 
expected to be announced 
this week after the Coundl 
of Ministers approve tbe 
CAA selection. 

CAA IHrectcs’-General 
Ahmad Jweiber declined to 
give tile name of the compa- 
ny, which will conduct tbe 
soidy onder a 55(^,000 
grant fiom tiie U.S. Trade 
and Development Agency 
CTDA). 

The grant was announced 
at a conference organised by 
tbe TDA, which is directly 
answerable to tbe WMte 
House, on development of 
the Jordan Rift Valley in 
Amman early this year. 

It is a condition of (be 
grant that the study be 
awarded to an American 
conqiany. 

More than a dozen Snns 
fiom the U.S. had submitted 
offers to conduct the study. 


Some of the offers came 
fiom companies which 
already en^ed in what 
indusay experts describe as 
totally innovative projects in 
some third world countries 

— airports built, owned and 
operated strictly by the pri- 
vate sector under conces- 
sions granted by the ^vem- 
menL 

- No clear idea has ciys- 
lallised yet on the adminis- 
trative sh^)e and nature of 
an expand^ Aqaba airpotL 

**We hope to announce tbe 
awarding of the contract 
after the government 
^>pfOves our lecommeiida- 
tion,** Mr. Jweiber told the 
Jordan limes. 

The study is expected to 
take 22 “man-months" — 
roughly six months — and 
will cover all aspects of 
expanding tbe Aqai» airport 
and operations to serve as 
an international airport for 
travellefs to Jord^ and 
Israel. 

Under an agreement in 
principle leach^ by Jordan 
and Israel, tbe airport will be 
expanded towards the Israeli 
bo^r and will have two 
separate terminals to serve 



Ahmad Jweiber 

the two countries. 

Unofficial estimates put 
tbe cost of expansion at 
$200 i]^im), and the gov- 
ernment is expected to focus 
on private sector for 

financing the project. 

The has said that no 
decision has been taken yet 
on foe actual development of 


the airport, and added that it 
is in foe “first stage of foe 
process — foe development 
and idea phase.” 

“The idea is to develop a 
regional airport that will 
suppcMt other developmental 
seaors such as trade, indus- 
try, tourism etc. and that will 
aefeeve economies of scale, 
resulting in overall savings 
to tbe country and a better 
utilisation of scare 
resources," said Mr. Jweiber 
in a statement to tbe Jordan 
Tiines. 

According to Mr. Jweiber, 
tbe second stage will be “the 
undertaking of the feasibility 
study through rigorous 
multi-scenario, cost-benefit 
analyses, and finally foe last 
stage is foe dedsion-mal^g 
stage in which foe decision 
to embaik tbe project is 
taken." 

Mr. Jweiber stressed that 
“the government is serious 
about involving tbe private 
sector in this project and 
would not like to subject the 
budget to further pressure." 

"if the project is feasible, 
then tbe private sector will 
want to pursue it, and if foe 
project is not feasible then 


no one fiom foe private sec- 
tor will pursue it and the 
project will not materialise," 
be said. 

The project is expected to 
be part of an agreement 
between Jordan and Israel 
on cooperation in the trans- 
port sector — one of the 
more than 20 accords that 
the OcL 26 Joidan-Israel 
peace treaty calls foe. 

According to the Israeli 
Ministry of Transport, Jor- 
dan and Israel disagreed on 
the proposed airport expan- 
sion but a breakthrough was 
achieved when His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres met 
in the Jordan Valley on Aug. 
28, and the Crown Prince 
accepted a suggestion by 
Mr. Petes “to build an air- 
port terminal — half of 
which will be Jordaman and 
(the other) half Israeli — on 
the border." 

The agreement on trans- 
port — which included a 
separate section on civil avi- 
ation — is in its final form 
and is expected to be formal- 
ly signed soon. 


Japan to finance $1.2 m worth of projects in Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Japan and Jor- 
dan on Sunday exchanged 
documents under winch 
Tokyo will provide 1.12 bil- 
lion yen ($1.12 millitm) to 
finance three projects, rais- 
ing to $52 miffion J^anese 
grant aid to Jonhm since 
1993. 

Included in foe three new 
projeas is a 547 million yes 
($5.6 millioD) facility to be 
located ^ Aqaba to fight 
pos^fe tail, spills, in foe 
Sea. 

I^is: part of an agreement 
reaebra among Jordan. 
Israel and Egypt in talks on 
legjona] cooperation in foe 
multilateral phase of the 
Middle East jteace process. 

The multilateral phase 
tackles the issues of w^er, 
refugees, arms conccol, 
regional economic coopera- 
tion and tbe eoviromneat. 

Japan chairs foe working 
group on tbe enviroameoL 


Hie other two grants cov- 
ered under the documents 
e.vchanged on Sunday by 
Planmog Minister Rima 
Khalaf Sad Jiqianese Ambas- 
sador Takayuki Kimura are: 
550 million yen ($5.7 mil- 
li<m) to help Jordan purchase 
agriculture machinery and 
vdiiicles to increase produc- 
tion, and 24 million yen 
(about $250,000) to help 
Jordan Television produce 
educational and cultural pro- 
grammes. 

The formalisation of i' 
.grant .?id...cpm.es ope day ., 
ahead’ of a .i hei. w.v 
Jap;;** * ‘ . Minister. 

Toimicbi .Vlurayama, who is 
00 a tour of tbe Middle East 

It was not iminediately 
known wbefoer Mr. Muraya- 
ma might announce fiesb aid 
to Jordan, but diplomatic ' 
sources said it was likely. 

Jordan qualified for an 
outright Japanese giant aid 
in 1993 when tbe per capita 
income in tbe Kingdom 
plunged to less than $1,200 


— a floor set by the Tokyo 
govenunent 

Since then, Tokyo offered 
$40 million in aid to foe 
Kingdom until the end of 
1994, and the grant 
announced Sunday is part of 
assistance for fiscal 1^5. 

Jordan and Japan are dis- 
cussing projects worth tens 
of miUioQ of dollars, and 
officials in Tokyo say they 
expect agreemenis to be 
reached V . . foe eud of the 

veaj m most of foe propos- 

• he proj^is include; a. 
compleie bridge and cross- 
ing: point .ovior tbe Jordan 
River between tbe West 
Bank and Jordan, as well as 
access roads to border points 
between foe Kingdom and 
Israel. 

Japan is Jordan’s largest 
creditor, bolding about $1.8 
billion of foe Kingdom's for- 
eign debts of $5.6 l^ion. 

In May, Tokyo agreed to 
adjust interest on the loans 
to alleviate tbe rising burden 


of foe loans given in Japan- 
ese yen as tbe Japanese cur- 
rency gained strength 
against foe dollar. 

Japanese foreign policy 
does not allow for cancella- 
tion of foreign dues and con- 
tinued development loans. 

As such, Toltyo has 
promised to mate more 
funds available to Jordan at 
concessionary terms to help 
foe Kingdom’s balance of 
payments and build foreign 
currency reserves. 

J^anese officials also 
.indicated receDtly that the 
Tokyo govemmem was con- 
sidering “some kind of a for- 
mula under which Jordan’s 
debt burden could be further 
reduced." 

The formula could be on a 
bilateral level as well as on a 
multilateral level with tbe 
Paris Club of creditor gov- 
ernments, they said. 

In a statement on Sunday, 
tbe Japanese embassy said 
foe grant aid to Jordan came 
“in recognition of tbe great 


demand for tbe enhancement 
of tbe welfare of foe pet^le 
of Jordan and in view of tbe 
frieixUy relations between 
Jordan and Japan." 

It said foe 500 million yen 
gram to the agricultural sec- 
tor would help Jordan’s 
efforts to become “more 
self-reliant in basic foods, 
such as potatoes, wheat etc." 

It noted that the grant for 
the marine pollution centre 
at Aqaba is part of foe 
"Upper Gulf of Aqaba Oil 
SpUl Cootingency Project" 
formulated by the multilater- 
al working group on the 
enviromneoL 

Tbe statement said the 
grant for Jordan Radio and 
Television Cbpoiation will 
“promote education in Jor- 
dan through foe donation of 
cultural and educational 
television programmes," and 
Dot^ that Jap^se aid to 
Jordan as “cultural grams" 
DOW totalled 430 million yen 
($4.4 million). 


Opposition parties condemn 
Libya’s expulsion of Palestinians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan- 
ian opposiiion political par- 
ties Smiday condemned 
Libya's explosion of Pales- 
tinians fiom its teirimry and 
demanded that Libyan 
leader Muammar (^adhafi 
reconsider his decision and 
rescind foe expulsion order. 

In a statement circulated to 
the press foe political parties 
said Libyan aufooriti^ have 
expelled tens of thousands 
of Palestinians and other 
Arab nationals who have 
been working and living in 
Libya for many years. 

This arbitrary measure, foe 
statement said, spedflcaliy 
harms foe 30,000 Palestini- 
ans living in Libya because 
no other Arab state is willing 
to accept them. 

Many of foe expellees 
have been stranded in foe 
desen at tbe Libyan-EgytA- 
ian border for more than two 
weeks as foe Egyptian and 
Lebanese govemn^nts 
refused to accept them even 
though they bold travel doc- 
uments issued in E^rpi and 
Lebanon, the staiemeot said. 

It also said that Israel, for 
its part, is closing foe door 


on tbe expellees entry 
because foe (>slo agreement 
with tbe Palestinians does 
not provide foe right of 
return to tbe Palestinians. 

Tbe statement said that foe . 
expulsion of foe Palestinians 
is tal^g place at a time 
when the Arab World is 
exposed to Zionist-imperial- 
ist aggression, adding that 
IJbya and Ir^ fiice sanc- 
tions and Palestinian. Syrian 
and Lebanese lands are 
under ocxnipadon. 

Stressing that foe expul- 
sion of Palestinians ffom 
Liltya would increase foe 
PalestiniaD people's suffer- 
ings. foe statement said foai 
tbe move would cause fur- 
ther regional problems not 
only fix’ foe Ps^tinians but 
also for foe Arab states host- 
ing Palestinian refugees, and 
such developments would 
never help end tbe sanctions 
imposed on Libya. 

Tbe statement demanded 
that Libya rescind foe expul- 
sion order because it is a 
violation of human rights 
and barms inter Arab rela- 
tions. 

It said that tbe Arabs are 


now in dire need for unity of 
ranks "to coafroot foe 
enemy, conspiracies and 
aggression” and to deal with 
their common problems. 

Tbe political parties' state- 
ment came four days after 
foe Lower House of Parlia- 
ment issued a condemnation 
of tbe Libyan measure urg- 
ing Arab countries to help 
stop tbe expulsion of Pales- 
tinians fiom Libya.. 

Tbe parliament statement 
describkl as irresponsible 
tbe expulsion order, stress- 
ing that tbe move would 
re main a black mark in the 
libyan leadership's histoiy. 

Tte following political 
parties signed Sunday's 
statement: foe Islamic 

Action Front, foe National 
Action Front, foe Jordanian 
Communist Party, foe Pro- 
gressive Arab Baafo Party, 
foe Jordanian Socialist Arab 
Baafo Party, foe Jordanian 
Democratic Peoples Party, 
foe Jordanian Democratic 
People's Unity P^ and the 
Jordanian Unionist Democ- 
ratic Party. 




HLMS 


* "Ibmbes du Qel " at the French Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.in. 
^ * "Ghost House," taken from a novel by Isabella Allendy at 

ite Phoenix Gallery for Cultura and Art at 8:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* "Entering the World of the Novel," by Dr. Nicholas Linfield 

the British Council at 5:00 p.m. 


WttMB. GOING ON 


EXHIBrnONS 

• "Beneath the Waves," photographs on Aqaba underwater 
life by Julia Reinhoit at The Gallery, Hotel InterContinental. 

* Works by artist Ghazi 'Ayasrah at the Housing Bank Com- 
plex Gallery. 

Paintings by Palestinian artist Samira Badran at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal .Amman. 


•; 
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DARATAL FUNUN 

" Graphic work by several artists and students in the South 
Gallery. * Photography of Jordan, 'Elements in Harmony' by 
Hala Hilmi Hodeib at the Blue House. * Painted stone and 
steel, 'Embargo Art' by Iraqi artist Nuha A1 Radi at the Gar- 
den of the Blue House. * '&rly Morning Scribbles' by 
Lebanese artist Amin A1 Bacha and Jordanian artist lUjwa 
Bint Ali and 'Late Night Scribbles' by Amin A1 Bacha and 
Joranian artist Ali Bermamet * Open Aii; Sculpture work- 
^lop.* Ceramic shop at the Lower Garden. 


Deputy calls subpoena ‘unjust’ 


By Raua Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Deputy Abdul 
Munem Abu Z^t Sunday 
criticised a recent court 
order summoning foe deputy 
to appear in court on charges 
of disrupting foe peace and 
resisting arrest on Oct 28 
following a Friday prayer. 

Sheikh Abu Zant, who 
returned to Jordan last week 
after attending ao Islamic 
conference in Baghdad, told 
the Jordan Times that be was 
informed of tbe court order 
by his colleagues at the con- 
ference. He said foe sub- 
.poena was unjust 

"I was frankly surprised to 
learn that my name was 
among the 25 suspects in a 
court list," foe Amman 2od 
District deputy said. 

Judicial sources Sunday 
confirmed that Sbeilfo Abu 
Zant's name was among foe 
25 suspects charged wifo the 
Oct 1994 mosque clashes in 
the Hai Nazzal ctistrict of 
east Amman. 

Sheikh Abu Zant said that 
until Sunday he had 
received ho official court 
order nor a request to lift his 

i mmu nity. 

Immunity is only applica- 
ble while Parliament is in 
session, therefore it will be 
lifted on Sept. 20 when tbe 
extraordinary session, now 
in process, concludes. 

On OcL 28, Sheikh Abu 
Zant, an outspoteo oppo- 
nent of the peace treaty with 
Israel, was slightly injured 
in clashes after prayers at 
Abu Hureirah Mosque in 
Amman. 

According to the deputy, 
he was- assaulted after 
prayers outside the mosque. 
At first. Sheik Abu Zam 
said, he was considered a 
wimess to foe brawl, "but 
four months later I learned 


that I became a suspect" be 
added. 

"Police first apprehended 
24 people accusing them of 
beating me up," ^ deputy 
said. 

"But a few weeks later, the 24 
men and I were charged with 
aoackiiig and Feasting arrest" 
he added. 

Deputy Abu Zant was taken 
to King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre suffering minor injuries 
after delivering a sennon 
against the peace treaty, Islamic 
Action Front (lAF) sources 
claimed at the time. 

Government spokespersons 
then said tbe deputy was hurt in 
clashes inside the mosque dar- 
ing Friday prayers. 

Last we^ die lAF criticised 
the south Amman court order 
summoning Sheikh Abu Zam to 
^pear in court, because, die 
lAF said, he is a deputy and 
dies is entitled to imraum'ty. 

lAF members charged that 
Deputy Abu Zam's name was 
mentioned as a suspect last 
week at the court heariug of the 
suspects in Abu Hureirah 
Mosque incideut.. 

Deputy Abu Zam was 
involved in several rows in Par- 
liamenL including a JaiL 25 dis- 
pute with tbe Minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
SaJam Abbadi. in which tbe 
deputy demanded that the min- 
isier provide the House with a 
full list of names of mosque 
preachers, dates of their 
appointments and the names of 
ail retired preachers. 

Sheikh Aba Zam accused Dr. 
Abbadi of using improper 
terms, ignorance of basic Ara- 
bic and lacldng knowledge of 
his ministry's imernal status. 

Speaker of the Lower House 
Sa'ad Hayel Srour recently 
announced during a regular ses- 
sion of Paiiiamem that die 
House had not received any 
requests to lift Deputy Abu 
Zant's immunity. 
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Powell fuels talk of 3rd U.S. party 


i ‘3 
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■ WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Popular ex-military chief 
Colin Powell may be unsure 
about his presidential ambi- 
tions, but be speaks for mil- 
lions of Americans when be 
says the time may be right 
for a third political party. 

More and more voters are 
' ” prepared to jettison the time- 
: ‘ hoDouied two-party political 
system next ye^ to cast theii 
ji ballots for a candidate that is 
neither Democrat nor 
Republican, according to 
, recent polls. 

L' And it is Gen. Powell more 
' ' than any other potential can- 
V didate who has captivated 
the public. As he released 
' his memoirs Saturday, and 
embarked on a publicity 
blitz that is intense even by 
:1 U.S. standards, Gen. Pow- 
. . ell's popularity has surged to 
. , new heights. 

A new Time 
magadne/CNN poll found 
. that S3 per cent of all Amer- 
icans want to see Gen. Pow- 
. ell run for president, and 45 
per cent want to see him run 
as an independenL 
• The poll also showed Gen. 
Powell would handily defeat 
President Bill Clinton if the 
. former military cluef ran as 
the Republican Dominee, 
\ and would even come out on 
top should be run as an inde- 
pen^nt against Mr. Clinton 
' and Republican frontrunner 
Bob Dole, a veteran senator. 

Though Gen. Powell told 
CBS-TV that the best road 


to the White House may be 
on the Republican ticker, his 
moderate views lead many 
analysts to believe that Gen. 
Powell would have a tough 
time winning the nomina- 
doo since conservadves play 
a key role in the Republican 
nominating process. 

Gen. Powell, fonner chair- 
man of the joint chiefs of 
staff who successfnlly led 

the US forces in the 1991 
gulf . war, himself has 
acknowledged feeling 
uneasy with either party. 
'T^either of the two major 
parties ... fits me comfort- 
ably in its present state," be 
wrote in his new autobiogra- 
phy. My American Journey. 

time may be at hand 
for a third major p£^ to 
emerge to represent this sen- 
sible centre of the American 
polidcal spectruoL” 

Coudied in those terms, a 
majority of Americans 
would agree with Gen. Pow- 
ell, according to Karlan 
Bowman, a polling expert at 
the American Enterprise 
Insdmte. 

“The number of people 
who want to see a third party 
is certainly growing " said 
Bowman, ad^g that Gen. 
Powell has **by for the best 
positive-negative ratio in 
politics to^y." 

Though leading a third 
party or independent move- 
ment has obvious advan- 
tages in terms of voter 
^peal, it is a daunting task 



Gen. Colin Powell 

to leap over the obstacles 
t^ have been placed in the 
paths of politick renegades. 

In 1992, Texas billionaire 
Ross P^i mounted one of 
the most successful indepen- 
dent campaigns in decades. 
He got just under 20 per cent 
of Se vote, the most for a 
canHiHaw running outside 
the two-party structure since 
former President Theodore 
Roosevelt ran as a *T>rogres- 
sive” in 1912. 

The most difGcult chore be 
faced was merely getting on 
the ballot in ^ SO U.S. 
states. Sinq^Iy put, it is much 
easier if you are a Democrat 
or a Rqniblican to get your 
name before voters in each 
U.S. state. 

*lt*s just (Democrats and 
Republicans) trying to elim- 
inate the competition,” smd 
Richard Winger, editor of 


Ballot Access News. “Most 
state legislators never have 
to worry about being defeat- 
ed, but when a third party or 
independent gets involved, it 
mak« it unpredictable. So 
they write all these laws." 

The result is a patchwork 
of extraordinarily confusing 
and time-consuming proce- 
dures throagh which third- 
party or independent caiKli- 
dates must navigate in order 
to get on die ballot from 
stale to state. 

In Tennessee, for example, 
an independent candi(kte 
needs only 25 signatu^ 
from voters in the entire 
stale to get on the ballot In 
Maryland it takes a petition 
with 75,000 voters’ names. . 

Making it even more con- 
fusing are differing rules for 
indepeodem candidates, or 
genuine third-party politi- 
cians. Mr. Perot for 
instance, ran not as a third- 
party candidate, but as an 
independent, though some 
have encouraged him to con- 
vert his United We Stand 
organisation into a bonafide 
political party. 

Running under that label 
would help ium get on the 
ballot in some states, but 
hurt him in others. 

“See how silly tiiese laws 
are?” said Mr. Winger, who 
is a consultaot to people who 
attempt to break past the 
two-party structure, “each 
State is like its own little 
world.” 


2 drown, thousands flee as mudflows 
sweep northern Philippine towns 


SAN FERNANDO, Philip- 
pines (AP) — A judge and a 
13-year old boy drowned in 
' a fresh series of floods 
sweeping already devastated 
'■ towns west of Pinatubo vol- 
cano. authorities said Sun- 
‘ day. 

^lice said volcanic debris 
set loose by incessant rains 
' from the slopes of Pinatubo 
over the weekend also sent 
thousands more residents In 
.vSeveral towns fleeing to 
.^.evacuation camps, 

• Re^onal Police Director 
.Diony Ventura said Judge 
^ Antonio David of the Ange- 
les City Court died late Sat- 


urday in a strong river cur- 
rent in Poiac town of Pam- 
pooga, 67 kilometFes north 
of Manila. 

The boy, Eddie Wardo, 
drowned early Sunday in 
Santcr Domingo village of 
neaiby Minalin town. 

Judge David and 12 oth- 
ers, including his wife and 
seven policemen, were try- 
ing to. cross a temporary 
bridge along the Mancatian 
River when the. river bank 
(hey were standing bn caved 
in, said Mr. Ventura, 

Rescuers managed to 
pluck out everyone and take 
them to safely, except the 


judge, whose body was later 
found Sunday morning 14 
kilometres downstream in 
■Bacoior town, he said. 

Disaster officials said 
about half a million resi- 
dents have been i^slodged 
from 18 Pampanga towns 
since the mudflows began in 
July. 

Loosened volcanic debris. 
knbwD ' as labor, has 
destroyed, hundreds of , -vil- 
lages and /.thousand^, j^of 
hectares (acr^' cf faro^and 
in Panqmiga, Zambales and 
Tarlac since Hnatubo erupt- 
ed in June 1991. 


U.N. General Assembly has Bosnia, 
nuclear issues. Pope on agenda 


• UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The U.N. General 
Assembly opens here Tues- 

• day with a foil agenda 
involving peace measures 
for Bosnia, nuclear testing, 
the 50th anniversary of tte 
organisation's founding, and 
a visit by the Pope. 

A summit on OcL 22-24 
will bring 150 heads of gov- 
ernment to the U.N. Head- 
‘ quarters in New Yoik, where 
as every year, (jeneral 
' Assembly debate will cover 
'practically all international 
'subjects — 164 are on the 

• agenda. Debate will last 
until December. 

Pope John Paul II is sched- 

• uled to address the Assem- 
.bly on OcL 5 during a visit 
:to New York. 

; Starting Sept. 25, several 
dozen foreign ministers will 
participate in a ^neral 
‘debate that will include the 
•world’s ongoing conflicts, 
human rights issues, devel- 
opment, disarmameni and 
.nuclear testing. 

. France, as well as China, 
are awaiting resolutions 
condemning their recent 
nuclear tests. A number of 


governments. including 
Australia, Jtqran and Chile, 
have spoken of their support 
for a resolution condemning 
the testing, and numerous 
other opponents of nuclear 
weapons will use the occa- 
sion as a sounding board. 

Former Portuguese 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Diogo Freitas Do Amaral 
will preside. 

The end of the status quo 
in the former Yugoslavia, 
with the weakening of the 
Bosnian Sert)S and growing 
chances for pe^, be a 
main topic of discussion. 

Russia has used the recent 
North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation air strikes on 
Bosnian Serbs to lament that 
the United Nations has lost 
control over the operations 
to bring the Serbs into line, 
in what it calls a violation of 
U.N. Security Council fonc- 
tions. 

Bosnian President Alija 
Tzetbegovic will speak 
before the General Assem- 
bly on 26. On that day. 

the foreign ministers of foe 
15 countries represented at 
the UJ^. Security Council 


will meet and adopt a joint 
declaration, diplomats s^. 

The 50th anniversary of 
the General Assembly meet- 
ing will be clouded by the 
frnancial picture of foe Unit- 
ed Nations, whose belt is 
being tightened by the U.S. 
administration which thinks 
the world body could do 
with some spend-thrift mea- 
sures. 

It is certain that foe ques- 
tion of enlarging the U.N. 
Security Cou^ will be dis- 
cussed. It currently has five 
permanent members — 
Britain. China, France, foe 
United States and Russia. 
While almost no one agrees 
00 how many or which 
countries should be admit- 
ted, Jt^an and Germany are 
among foe most anxious 
contenders, and Italy their 
strongest opposition. 

But India, Pakistan, Brazil 
and Argentina have also 
made cases for entry, either 
based on economic might or 
regional representation. 
Their candidacy is sure to be 
a hot topic- for debate, diplo- 
mats say. 


Paper: Duchess set to move back with Andrew 


LONDON (AP) — The 
Duchess of Yoric may move 
back to the estate she and 
Prince Andrew received as a 
wedding present, a newspa- 
per report Simrhy - and 
that could lead to a reunion. 

‘"He wants me back, 1 love 
him and w'e both love the 
girls,*'foe News Of The 
World quoted- foe former 
Sarah Feiguson as telling 
unidentified friends. ‘”1 
don’t know what’s stopping 
us.” 

The newspaper said she 
and Prince Andrew bad 
picked out a stable block on 
the Suoninghill Park estate 
to convert into a house for 
her and their two daughters, 
Princess Beatrice, 7, and 
Princess Eugenie, 5. 

Queen Elizabeth II gave 
Prince Andrew the estate in 


southern England as a wed- 
ding present when be mar- 
ried in 1986. The couple has 
been separated since 1992, 
and the duchess was forced 
to move out of a house she 
was tenting last year when 
foe landlords opted to sell it 
Prince Andrew still lives in 
foe estate's main house. 

Prince Andrew and foe 
duchess were due to discuss 
particulars this weelc foe 
newspapers quoted her 
friend as saying. 

The two have been seen in 
public with increasing te- 
quently. The whole family 
vacationed in Spain lost 
month, and a photograph of 
foe couple sharing a friendly 
laugh at a charity golf tour- 
nament made front pages. 

The fact that they are no 
longer expected to perform 


official royal duties — the 
queen took them ofr die 
‘"civil list.” foe royal pay- 
rolL in 1992 — has eased 
the pressure on their mar- 
riage, the newspaper said. 

Prince Andrew is now sup- 
ported by his mother’s pri- 
vate income, and foe 
duchess makes an indepen- 
dent living writing chil- 
dren's books. 

The report said the 
duchess* plan to reunite with 
her husband had foe support 
of Princess Diana, who is 
estranged from Prince 
Andrew’s older brother. 
Prince Charles. 

Nonetheless, the reunion 
may go no further than foe 
himily living together on die 
same estate, foe friend said. 


Labour 
leader, 2 
teenage 
boys killed 
in Karachi 


KARACHI, Pakistan (AP) 
— A labour leader and two 
teenage boys were among 
six pec^le 'killed Sunday in 
a ritual of HUings that 
h^'’tenbrired this soufoeni 
pon city in recent monfos. 

. Uzmao Gbaoi, a senior 
actiyist of Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto’s party and 
one of foe country’s Inggest 
labour leaders, died in hos- 
pntal following an aitadc on 
his vehicle by at least four 
gunmea. police said. 

Also Sunday gunmen 
sprayed a busy shopping 
centre in a middle-dass 
neighbourhood in west 
Ka^bi with bullets killing 
two teenage boys and 
wounding another three, 
they said. 

Mr. Gbani’s bodyguard 
Police Const Mohammad 
Javed died immediately. A 
passerby, Feroze Kanga, 
was killed in foe cross fire. 

Union president at the 
newly privatised Muslim 
Commercial Bank. Mr. 
Ghani gainari nftrinnfll 
recognition as a labour 
leader 20 years ago when be 
led a campaign against a 
government scbraie to 
nationafise the banks. 

He was jailed several 
tinoes for his union activi- 
ties. 

‘"He was a fine man, a 
gentleman. We don’t know 
who killed him he never 
hurt anyone,’' said Riaz 
Ahmed lOion, a close friend 
of Mr. Ghani's. 

The 1,500 brandies of the 
Muslim Commerdal Bank 
located fo^^ut PaUdstan 
declared Monday a holiday 
to mourn Mr. Gbani’s death. 

No one has taken reqioo- 
sibility for the attack. 

The Aligarh Shopping 
Centre assault occurred dur- 
ing foe busy noon hour, 
w&n the 250-shop centre 
was p^ked with Uppers. 

Tfos area has been peace- 
ful. Until now there hasn’t 
been any tension," said 
Mohammad Af^, a store 
owner, "armed youths came 
in and just start^ firing." 

Police routinely blame 
much of the violence in 
Karachi on militant mem- 
bers of foe largest faction of 
the Mohajir (^aurol Move- 
ment, led by Altaf Hussein. 

The shooting at Aligarh 
is an aa of terrorism,” said 
Police Const. Mohammad 
Saddiq, although it’s not 
clear who was behind it 

Elsewhere in the dty 
police found a bullet-riddled 
body of a teenage boy 
bringing Sunday’s death toll 
by midday to six. 



Pope John Paul H and South African President Nelson Mandela talk at the presidential 
guest house in Pretoria (AFP photo) 

Pope praises changes in S. Africa 


GERMXSTON, South Africa 
(AFP) ' — Pope John Paul II 
Sunday praised foe advent 
of d^ocracy in South 
Africa, saying it gives hope 
for the resolution of violent 
conflicts in other parts of 
Africa and ^ rest of foe 
world. 

Addressing witet ot^mis- 
ers claimed were 250,000 
pilgrims — r but looked less 
than 100.000 — at foe Gos- 
forth Park racetrack in this 
city east of Johannesboig, 
the Pontiff said the end of 
apartheid bad been a matter 
for rejoicing throughout the 
world 

“Seeing what is happening 
here, men aixi women of 
good will hope that in other 
parts of the ccmtinent too, 
and throughout the world, 
violence give way to 
dialogue and ^reement, and 
the lives of innocent men, 
women and children will no 
longer be in danger,” the 
Pope said in a sermon deliv- 
er^ at an open air mass at 
the racetrack. 

He said that a “new dawn 
of hope has risen” in Africa. 

“Much blood has been 
spilt on foe soil of Africa,” 
foe Pope said “The people 
of Africa have been paiofiil- 
»ly divided.”' 

He invited Catholics to 
work for peace as Called 
for an end to conflict in 
Africa and in the Balkans. 

Peace is lacking in Eastern 
Europe, and in Sudan. Alge- 
ria, Rwanda, Burundi and, 
“until xecemly, in ■ South 
Africa, because of 
apartheid" he said. 

The challenge facing the 
people of foe continent. 
Pope John Paul U said "is a 


conversion to solidarity, 
rnaiked by magnanamity, 
fotgiveness and leconciiia- 
tion.'" 

“This is foe only path out 
of the moral baniouptcy of 
racial prejudice and ethnic 
batted” he said 

"The changed world situa- 
tion has h^ a profound 
effect on Africa,” the Pontifif 
added “The time of ideolog- 
ical contrasts is over; the 
problems of the peqiles 
of have to be tadded 

with all available 

resources.” 

Ete also praised the “iire- 
placeable” role played by 
women in Africa “in human- 
ising society” and urged 
foem to be “teachers of 
peace” and to “serve peace 
by teaching respect and love 
for every hnman being.” 

The Pontiff arrived at the 
racetrack at the bead of a 
cavalcade of 12 cars and 
then made his way tiuough 
the vast crowd aboard his 
“Popemobile,” waving and 
offimog blessings as he 
snaked his way around the 
huge field 

i^^ady waiting in the 'VIP 
area were President Nelson 
Mandela — a Methodist — 
who had arrived earlier by 
helicopter, Deputy Ptesi- 
dents Thabo Mbeki and 
Frederik De Klerk. Depui^ 
Foreign Minister Aziz 
Pahad, and other senior 
politicians, as well as bish- 
ops and cardinals from 
forougbout southern Africa. 

Pope John Paul n greeted 
foe assembly in Zulu, South- 
ern Sofoo, English and 
Afrikaans and was in turn 
greeted by Sofoo praise- 
sin^r Anthony Khoali. clad 


in -'^nimal $kios and beads, 
and by a group of Sofoo tra- 
ditional dancers. 

The two-hour mass was 
then celebrated in English. 
Southern Sofoo. JCbosa. 
Noftfaein Sofoo, Zulu. Pedi. 
Portuguese, Swazi and 
Afrikaans. 

At the ' conclusion of the 
service, foe Pope banded 
over his “sqpostolic exhorta- 
tion.” offering instruction 
ba$^ on foe African C!buicb 
Synod he chaired in Rome in 
1994, to 12 representatives 
of foe local cborch. 

Pilgrims had travelled by 
coach from around the coun- 
try and neighbouring states 
throughout foe weekend, 
man y arriving here in foe 
eariy hours of Sunday morn- 
ing. 

The Pope had always 
refused to visit South Africa 
during the white-minority 
apaithdd regime, being 
forced in 1988 to travel 
through the country to 
Lesotho when bad weather 
forced his plane to land in 
Johannesburg. 

Id welcoming the 75-year- 
old Pope at tbe start of his 
three-day visit Saturday. Mr. . 
Mandela said many South 
Africans had long yearned 
for a papal visit 

“To say foe visit is long' 
overdue is to pay tribute to 
your own atfoorreoce of foe 
system of apartheid,” Mr. 
Mandela said. 

On Monday the Pope flies 
to Nairobi for foe last leg of 
his three-nation African tour 
wUcb began in tbe west 
African state of Cameroon 
Thursday. 


Cuba reportedly arrests ex-CIA agent 


WASHINGTON (R) — 

Convicted > arms trafficker 
and former CIA agent Frank 
Tetpil, who fled foe United 
States in 1980. is under 
house arrest in Cuba, the 
Washington Post report^ in 
its Sunday editions. 

Quoting unidentified 
sources, the newspaper said 
Mr. Terpil, one of the most 
notorious fiigitives from 
U.S. justice, was detained in 
Havana about three weeks 
ago. 

Cuban authorities were 
investigating his business 
practices on the island 
according to the report from 
Havana. 

Mr. Terpil fied the United 


States in September 1980 in 
the face of charges he sold 
10,000 automatic weapons 
to undercover police agents. 
He was convicted in ^en- 
tia in 1981 in a New York 
state coun and sentenced to 
53 years in prisoiL 

Mr. T^il, 56, also was 
charged in federal court with 
training terrorists in Libya, 
and allegedly collaborated 
with another renegade OA 
agent, Edwin 'WDson, to sell 
rmUioDS of dollars worth of 
we^K>ns and explosives to 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi in foe late I97()s. 

U.S. officials told die Post 
that Cuban aufoorities had 
not informed foem of Mr. 


Terpil’s detention. 

Mr. Terpil is the second 
major U.S. fugitive to be 
detained by Cuban authori- 
ties in foe past few months. 
In May, fogitive financier 
Robert Vesco was arrested 
on charges of trying to cheat 
tbe government of President 
Fidel Castro. 

One source quoted by the 
Post said Cuban aufoorities 
were conducting an ongoing 
investigation into Mr. Ter- 
pil’s activities. 

Mr. Teipil worked as a 
courier and communications 
expert with tbe CIA from 
1965 to 1972. 


Hong Kong hosts historic polls 

give tbe whole thing foe 
thumbs down,” he told 


HONG KONG <R) — Hong 
Kong Sunday st^ed its 
freest elections in colonial 
history, but CHuna showed 
its anger by repeating vows 
to throw out tte legislature 
when Beijing resumes 
power in 19^. 

Within an hour of foe poll 
opening China renewed its 
pfed^ that the Legislative 
Council being elected Sun- 
day would be sbort-lived. 

For the first time in Hong 
Kong’s 150 years of coloni^ 
rule, all 60 seats in the Leg- 
islative Council will be 
elected following controver- 
sial democratic reforms 
introduced Governor 
Chris Panen lak year. 

China is furious that Mr. 
Patten, likely to be Britain’s 
last governor in tte colony, 
pusb^ through his lefonns 
just before the transition in 
1997. 

In Sunday reports carried 
by Beijing's official Xinhua 
News Agency. China said 
Mr. Patten had contravened 
the Sioo-British Joint Decla- 
ration on Hong Kong’s 


future, tbe basic law, which 
is supposed h to govern the 
colony after 1997, and 
agreements and uoderstand- 
ings between China and 
Britain. 

‘The Chinese government 
and the standing committee 
of China’s National People’s 
Congress have made it clear 
that Hong Kong Legislative 
Council, district boards and 
municipal councils elected 
under Mr. Patten’s p^kage 
will stop ftioctioniog in mid- 
1997 when China resumes 
sovereignty over Hong 
Kong,” the Xinhua report 
said. 

A defiant Patten said the 
remarks were astonishing 
and showed Beijing was not 
in touch with Hong Kong 
people. 

“It seems to me to be an 
astonishing way to try to 
win foe hearts mid minds in 
Hong Kong to say, at foe 
moment when the people in 
Hong Kong are taking part 
in the most credible and 
democratic election in our 
histoty, that you're going to 


reporters. 

“I think they should thinir 
again, I certainly thinif that 
they should get a little bit 
more into tune with what 
people in Hong Kong thinir 
and do.” 

China, to the amazement 
of many, has not called for a 
boycott of the polls. It urged 
“patriotic” people to take 
part and pro-Bdjing candi- 
dates are contesting many 
seats. 

Voters had their minds on 
1997 as they cast their bal- 
lots. 

A schoolteacher who only 
gave his surname, Tang, said 
foe elections would ^ive 
Hong Kong a small taste of 
self-government even if 
China carried out its threat 

“Tbe eleoion is useful, but 
if foe Chinese government 
threatens to abolish foe leg- 
islature after 1997 at least 
the successful candidates 
can serve foe public for two 
years before that,” Tang ,55, 
said. 


Town offers baby i 
bonus to combat 
population 
decline 

NIZHNY NOVGOROD, 
Russia ( AP) — Concerned 
about a population decline, 
foe region surrounding Rus. 
sia’s founh-Iargest city 
begun offering cash rewards 
to women who give binb. 
The modest payments aren't 
likely to mi^ female resi- 
dents of Nizhny Novgorod 
want to rush out and get 
pregnant, however. Under a 
newly issued regional 
decree, reported by ITAR- 
TASS, mothers will be paid 
r million rubles ($225) fbr 
foeir first child and 1 .3 mil- 
lion rubles ($292) for foeir 
second. 

Fantasies make 
men better lovers 
— survey 

LONDON (R) — British 
men have sex seven times a 
day — in foeir min ds — aod'^ 
they should keep dreaming 
as it inqHOves foeir love life. 
A survey by men's health 
magarine calculated that 
men fantasise 2,555 times a 
year about having inter- 
course. “Sexual fantasy 
improves the quality of your 
actual sex life,” the maga- 
zine survey said. “Reseat^ 
shows sexual fantasies 
occur most often in men 
who enjoy the greatest sexu- 
al satisfaction. So dream on 
The male mind is simply not 
monogamous, but men 
shouldn’t feel guilty.” it 
added. 

French losina 
taste for baguettes 

PARIS (R) — Tbe Frcuch 
h^ers Association said 
breadmaldng was endan- 
gered by the public’s loss of 
^)petite for traditioual 
breads like foe celebrated 
baguette. The association 
said French people each ate 
nearly a kilo (2.2 lb) of 
bread each day at foe start of 
foe century, only half a kilo 
(about a pound) daily inf 
1945 and now ate only a 
third of foat quantity daily. 
The main culprits, it said, 
were the ' inttoduction into 
French diets of new break- 
gfest foods such as cereals as 
well 0 $ claims by nutrition- 
ists in foe 1970s and 1980s 
that bread was fattening. 

Reeve making 
progress, brother 
says 

NEW YORK (R) — Actor 
Christopher Reeve, paral- 
ysed since a rifong accident 
in May, is making progress 
and is able to say “three or 
four” words at a time, his 
brother said in a television 
interview. Reeve, 42, can 
get around in an electric 
wbeelchmr he controls by 
blowing through a tube, said 
his brother. Benjamin 
Reeve, on American Jour- 
nal, shown recently. Tbe 
star of tbe Superman movies 
was injured in a horseback 
riding accident over the 
Memorial Day weekend in 
Vii^nia. Tbe New Yoik 
native has since been moved 
to a rehabilitation faciliy in 
West Orange, New Jersey. 

French filmmaker: 
honoured 

FRANKFURT (AP) 
Jean-Luc Godmd, tbe 
Reach avant-garde film- 
maker, is to be awarded foe 
Adorno Prize for a iifethse 
of artistic achievement, city 
officials said. Mayor Clau- 
dia Roth will present tl$ 
50,000 Mark ($35,000) 
prize Sunday to God^ 64- 
year-old director of Breath- 
less, My Ufe To Live, 
Every Man For Himself and 
30 Other films and video 
projects. Godsud is ‘"one of 
foe great aesthetic avant- 
gardists of the 20th centu- 
ry,” said tbe award 
announcement from the d(y 
of Frankfim. ‘"His brave^ 
and readiness to experi- 
ment, bringin g him into 
constantly changing artistu: 
terrain, has given film 
undreamed-of potential fo^ 
expression and life." Frankr 
ftm has awarc^ foe Adorno 
Rrize every three years since 
1977 to reknowned artists 
and philosophers. Past win- 
ners inclu^ philosopher 
Juergen H^foermas and coo# 
ductor and composer Pierre 
Boulez. The prize was creat- 
ed in braiour of Theodor W. 
Adomo. the German sociolr 
ogist who emigrated to the 
United States during die 
Nazi regime and retucned 
after the war to Frankfurt, * 
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Astronauts 
stay 
warm; 
new duds 
. work 


fantasies 
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CAPE CANAVERAL, 
': Flwida (AP) — TTiey did 
•. 1 ^ best to get chilly in the 
'', fieezing vacuum of space, 
. ' staying in the shadow of die 
i! shuffle. 

But to NASA’s delight, 
/ Endeavour's two space- 
walldng astronauts kept 
warm Saturday thanks to 
•. new heated gloves, thermal 
sodrs, boot liners and toasty 
long underwear. 

"Couldn’t be more com- 
fortable,** Michael Gem- 
.... .7 baidt said. “These gloves 
^ are 
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woiking greaL I’m 
wann.” 

, Gerhhaidt and James Voss 
■I spent neady an hour eadi on 
end of the robot arm, 

.: laised 30 feet above the 
cargo bay in the coldest pos- 
' sible position to mimic a 
• V space, station ccmstruction 
-> site. The temperatutedii^ied 
■•I down to minus 120 degi^ 
s. FafaieiiheiL 

•' One by one, the space- 
' walkers leimuned motion^ 
•’ less on the robot ann in an 
atteo^t to get cold — to no 
avail. Voss, in feet, had to 
turn off the fingertip beaters 
in his gloves at one point 
Tbe two men were just as 
. comfextable bustling around 

* the cargo bay, although the 
^ thennometie down there 
^ registered a mere minus 75. 

' NASA wants as much 
, practice as possible waking 

in (his deep-fieeze eoviroo- 
"ment before conkmetioo of 
]'an international space sta- 
‘ tion begins in two years. 
Officials estimate Ameri- 

* can astronauts will have to 
‘ perform 200 to 250 hours of 

-r spacewalks per year from 
1999 through 2001 to 
' assemble and mainfain the 
fau^ orbiting ou^Kistj 
... That’s four lo.five tunes the 
. aanoont p^onned in 1993,. 
NASA’s peak spacewaUungj 
year because of the Hubble 
. space telescope lep^ mis- 
sion. 

Saturday’s successful 
spacewalk 212 miles above 
^rtb eased some of the 
worties. 

Unlike NASA’s previous 
-spacewalk, cut short by 
' astrooants’ fieezing fingers, 

* Sahuday’s excursion lasted 
•flie full 6 hours. 

■ "I have something to smile 

■ about,” \bss said once be 
•'•was back inside the crew 
-cabin. 

" The National Aeronautics 
land Space Administration 
(NASA) sped up production 
'of the batu^'he^d gloves 
following February’s fiigjd 
spacewaUt and made other 
improvements to the 10.4 
millioa spacesuits. Russian 
'cosmonauts don’t seem to 
sufia fiom cold bands dur- 
. ing spacewalks because of 
ifaeb flacker, but more cum- 
hersMae, gloves. 

As for statiai-style wodc, 
neither Gemhardt nor Voss 
had any tronbie handling an 
aluminum shield similar to 
what will cover the huerna- 
'UomQ Space Station to pro- 
.iect agidDst tiny meteorites, 
-orridUhg up a sheet of ther- 
'iual insulation. 

They used a variety of 
■tools to loosen and ti^fen 
‘festeoers and connectors at 
■h wpek bench, all designed 
station use. They also 
placards from varying 
Stances to test their 
improved helmet lights. It 
]tiiXK)St sounded as though 
^y were visiting the eye 
doctor 

*' It was the first spacewalk 
!for (jemhardt and Vi>ss - 
'deliberate on NASA’s part. 

7he space agency wants to 
increase its spacewalking 
'diqpertise and thus is spread- 
feg these station-practice 
l^pacewalks around as much 
possible. 

‘. l^our more practice space- 
walks ate planned, with the 
next one during 'Endeav- 
^’s next flight in January. 

. As for flte current 11-day 
^ jnission, it’s due to end 
jMonday morning with a 
.. i .x'* 'Kennedy Space Centre 
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Astronaat James Voss waits on the space shuttle Endeavour's robot arm evaluating 
moififications <m his q>ace suit (AFP photo) 

French nuclear tests expected 
to dominate IAEA conference 


VIENNA (AFP) — France’s 
controversial resumption of 
nuclear weapons tests in the 
South Padfic will be high 
on the political agenda of the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency’s (lA^) general 
conference opening here 
'Monday. 

' Of the 122 IAEA meinber 
countries, sever^ have smd 
they will take advantage of 
the five-day Vienna confer- 
ence to express their (^posi- 
tion to tte new series of 
underground tests on 
Muniroa Atoll in French 
Polynesia. 

A regioiial group compris- 
ing Australia, New Zealand, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Mexico and 
Oiili has tabled a draft reso- 
lutioB expressing regret at 
the resumption of the tests, 
diplomats here said. 

The text argues that the 
tests are unhelp^ to the 
process of intematioDal dis- 
aimameat and to the treaty 
of nnclear non-proliferation 
and that they contradict the 
spirit of the future nuclear 
test ban treaty. 

Tbe resolution will be put 
to the vote at the general 
conference. 

The delegates will also 


discuss a French request to 
the IAEA to send a scientif- 
ic mission to Muiuroa to test 
for radioactivity, once the 
series of nuclear tests begun 
on SepL 5 is completed. 

Eleven IAEA countries 
called Wednesday at a 
closed-door meeting of'the 
.Lbe IAEA Governors' Gouh- 
cH, for the right to rodhitpr 
ibe results of any new study 
of radioactivity in the South 
Padfic. 

Australia, New Zealand, 
the Philippines and Ireland 
also said they should be 
allowed to dedde the cooefi- 
tions under which this new 
survey will be carried out. 

In a report published at the 
begirming of September by 
its Lab^oiy of Marine 
Environmeut in Monaco, the 
IAEA said there was no 
racUoactive contamination of 
the marine environment 
round Mururoa. 

The laboratory surveyed 
lbe area round the atoll last 
year fiom Sept 26 to Ocl 10 
— two years after the last 
French nuclear test. 

Other issues to be dis- 
cussed at the conference 
include the situation in Iraq 
after numerous Uiuted 
Nations and IAEA inspec- 


tions aimed at preventing 
Iraq developing weapons of 
mass destruction, todudtug 
nuclear weapons. 

IAEA Inspections of 
nuclear facilities in Konb 
Korea will also be on the 
agen^. . j^A inspectors 
are |:«nnaneofly in North 
Korea-.:. to- monitor the 
'*£ree:re''^ of nuclear installa- 
tions decreed by Pyongyang 
under an agreemeni with tbe 
United States. 

North Korea agreed to bait 
its facilities in return for 
assistance in replacing its 
old-feshioned graphite reac- 
tors wlucfa produce large 
quantities of we^ons-grade 
uranium, with safer light- 
water reactors. 

A special scientific project 
on the rebabUitatioo of (he 
environment and the man- 
agement of nuclear waste 
and on making nuclear re&:- 
tors safer, will be aganised 
00 tbe sidelines of this 39th 
IAEA conference. 

The conference opening 
Monday will include a mes- 
sage from UJ^. Secretary- 
General Boutros Gbali and a 
speech by Director-Geoerai 
Hans Blix. 


Huge typhoon batters Tokyo area 


TOKYO (R) — Typhoon 
Oscar, one of the strongest 
to hit the Tokyo region since 
Wald War n, buffeted 
Japan Sunday, forcing the 
cancellation of 200 airline 
flights and closing roads and 
railway lines. 

of up to 150 kilo-' 
metres per hour lashed tbe 
Pacific coast, the Meteoro- 
logical Agency said, but no 
major dami^e was reported 
as waves crashed against 
concrete wave breaks. 

Flights from Haneda, 
Tc^'o’s domestic airport, 
were suspended and a 
spokesman for the interna- 
tional airport at Narita told 
Reuters nine departures and 
nine arrivals been can- 
celled there., 

Kyodo News Agency said 
a squid fishing boat with 
three crew had gone missing 


off tbe main southern island 
of Kyushu due to high 
waves. 

It also said that two people 
had suffered minor injuries 
in Shizuoka and Kanagawa, 
prefectures west of Tokyo, 
and that six houses in the 
area had been damaged. 
Some 5,200 households in 
prefectures suiroundiDg 
Tokyo experienced black- 
outs due to damaged power 
lines, it said. 

At 10 a.m. local time 
(0100 GMT), tbe centre of 
the typhoon was about 200 
kilometres south of Tokyo, 
and h eading north-northwest 
at SO kph (30 mph), accord- 
ing 'to tbe Meteorological 
Agency. 

At Miyake-Jima, an island 
south of Tokyo, a gust of 
199 kpb (125 mph) was 
recorded in the morning, and 


Cboshi, a town northeast of 
Tokyo, saw a gust of 150 
kpb (94 mpb), the agency 
said. The biggest gusts in 
central Tokyo were over 100 
kpb (65 mph). 

Heavy rain fell in Tc^o 
and Yokohama and some 
pans of the region were 
expected to see up to 500 
mUlimetres (20 inches) by 
Monday morning. 

Some Tokyo department 
stores said they had only 10 
per cent of their usual cus- 
tomers for a Sunday morn- 
ing, according to NHK Tele- 
vision. 

Railway lines reduced or 
cancelled train services, and 
bullet trains reduced speed 
over some routes. Ferry ser- 
vices off flic TolQr’o coast 
were also forced to stop 
operations. 


Poll gives Spain’s opposition 
party parliamentary majority 


MADRID (AFP) — if gen- 
eral elections were to be 
held in Spain now, the 
rightwing opposition Popu- 
lar Party (PP) would gain an 
absolute majority in parlia- 
ment, an opinion poll esti- 
mated Sunday. 

The Sigma-Dos poll, pub- 
lished in Sunday’s edition of 


the Madrid daily El Muodo, 
said the PP would gain 42 
per cent of votes and the rul- 
ing Socialist Party (PSOE) 
28.3 per cent. A left-wing 
coalition, Izquierda Unida 
(lU), would obtain 14.1 per 
cent. 

The figures meant that the 
PP would have an absolute 


majority in parliament. 

■file poll is the first to be 
published since the Catalan 
nationalist Convergenda 1 
Union iCIU) party decided 
to withdraw its crucial par- 
liamentary support for the 
beleaguer^ Socialists who 
have been hit by a series of 
scandals. 
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Balladur comeback adds 
to Juppe’s problems 


PARIS (AFP) — Failed 
presidential eanHiriate 
Edouard Balladur is sec to 
make a political conaeback 
this week that could consti- 
tute a coosidoable npisance 
for French Prime Minister 
Alain Juppe and his govon- 
ment 

Former Prime Minister 
Balladur. who was 
by his *^ftieDd of 30 years” 
Jacques Chirac in presiden- 
tial polls last hfoy, was 
standing ft>r re-election to 
the French National Assem- 
bly Sun^y in by-elections 
along with seven of his ex- 
mini steis. 

Most of them backed Ml 
Balladur over Chirac in 
(he presidential battle and 
their renun to pariiament 
could make life difficult for 
Nfr. Juppe, who feces a cni- 
cial test Wednesday when be 
presents the country’s 1996 
budget 

Tfe:ee of Mr. BaUadur’s 
closest ministers were also 
standing Sunday — Us pres- 
idential campaign 

spokesman Nicolas Sadm^, 
tbe former budget minister, 
former Development Aid 
Minister Bernard Debre and 


ex-Transport Ministec 
Bernard Bosson. 

Mr. Balladur and Mr. 
Saricozy were stanefing in 
safe seats, the former in 
Psffis and the latter in Neuil- 
ly-Sur-Sdne, a western sub- 
^ of tbe coital, and ht^ied 
for election in the first round 
Sunday. But an expected 
high abstention rate could 
them into a second 
round poll on Sept. 24. 

Ot^ Balladur supporters, 
including former Defence 
Minister Francois Leotard 
and Alain Lamassoure 
(European a^irs), were 
expected to be elected Sun- 
day after being forced into 
nin-offe the previous week 
by record abstention rates — 
70 per cent in some con- 
stituencies. - 

Under the I^nch electoral 
system, ministers are oblig- 
^ to hand over tbeir fila- 
mentary seks to substitutes, 
who must themselves resign 
if the ministers lose tbeir 
portfolios, provoking by- 
elections. 

Mr. Balladur returned to 
the hustings last week pledg- 
ing to back ‘ihe uoiiy and 
the cohesion” of the ruling 


conservative coalition, con- 
sisting of the neo-Gaullist 
Rally Fa the Republic 
(RPR) and tbe centre-right 
UniOD for French Democra- 
cy (UDF). 

Mr. Saiko^ said there was 
“no alternative to the suc- 
cess of Jacques Chirac,” but 
Ml Balladur and his sup-^ 
porters were expected to 
provide only grudging sup- 
port fa Mr. Juj^, laced 
with plenty of criticisms. 

Tbe presidential battle left 
wounds in tbe conservative 
coalition that have scarcely 
healed. Politicians who 
backed Mr. Balladur were 
excluded from ministerial 
portfolios while Mr. Juppe 
has been criticised for con- 
centrating power in his own 
bands by appointing light- 
weights to the defence and 
foreign affairs ministries. 

Id addition, he sacked tbe 
only heavyweight in his 
government last August — 
Hnance Minister Alain 
Madelin — leaving himself 
in control of another key 
sector. 

Mr. Balladur’s Socialist 
opponent in his Paris con- 
stitueocy, 37-year-old Lau- 


rence Dumont, said the for- 
mer prime minister’s main 
aim in seeking re-election 
was “to place himself at the 
head of a rebellion against 
Jacques Chirac". 

Criticism of Mr. Juppe will 
be easy. The prime minister 
is faced with the next-to- ^ 
impossible task of keeping 
Mr. Chirac’s expensive cam-, 
paign promises — slashing 
France’s nearly 12 per cent 
unemployment while cutting 
the budget deficit in order to 
keep tbe country on course 
fa European Monetary 
Union with the aim of cut- 
ting tbe deficit to three per 
cent of GDP by 1991. 

On Wednesday Mr. 
Juppe’s 1996 budget will be 
presented to a cabinet meet- 
ing and tbe prime minister 
will address a meeting of 
parliamentarians of tbe rul- 
ing coalition on the budget 
and on bis plans to refoim 
the social securit>* system, 
whose deficit is likely to 
reach 180 billion francs ($36 
billion) by the end of 1996 if 
no action is taken. 


Marilyn batters Caribbean; heads out to sea 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(R) — Hurricane Marilyn 
toppled a four-stay apart- 
ment blodt on St Thomas, 
trapping 40 to 50 people, 
and killed three other pet^le 
as it ripped through the 
Caribbean Saturday before 
moving out to open sea. 

Tbe U.S. (2oast Guard con- 
ducted sea rescue (^rations 
late Saturday in St Thomas 
Harbour in the U.S. Virgm 
Islands, where some 70 large 
boats were destroy^ and 60. 
to 70 people reparipd to be^ 
oh life boats or eUx^fig to 
debris. ■ " . 

Winds of 110 mph (176 
kph) battered the eastern 
point of Puerto Rico, send- 
mg 11,000 people into shel- 
ters and damaging a 
destroying 500 homes 
before tbe storm moved out 
to sea. 

Forecasters at tbe U.S. 
National Harricane Outre 
said that at 1 1 p.m. edt (0300 
GMT) Marilyn was 290 
kilometres nortb-nortbwest 
of San Juan moving north- 
west at about 10 mpb (16 
kph). 


It speared likely the hur- 
ricane, which was moving 
into open water with sus- 
tained winds of 115 mph 
(185 Iqfe), would skirt ^ 
eastern seaboard of the Unit- 
ed States. 

Id Washington, President 
Bill Clinton declared a 
maja disaster in Puerto 
Rico, a U.S. Territory, and 
the U.S. Nfirgin Islands and 
odered fedaal aid to help 
recovery efibrts. 

The Federal Emergency 
Manageroem , Agency 
(FEMA) sent 200' people 
eniet:^iKy communi- 
batibn. geceiation 

and other support equipment 
to Sl Croix in the U.S. Vir- 
gin Islands. 

Main power lines were 
down in Sl Croix and some 
structural Hamagt* was 
repoted. includmg tbe 
island’s water treatment 
plant 

FEMA bad no wad on 
attempts to rescue individu- 
als trapped in tbe apartment 
building in Sl Thomas, 
where 70 to 80 per cent of 
homes and bnildings sus- 


tained heavy damage and 
many people were seriously 
injurkL 

Approximately 4,000 rolls 
of plastic sheeting were sent 
to affected areas and provi- 
sions had been made for 
delivery of food, water, 
blankets, and portable toi- 
lets, FEMA said 

U.S. Coast Guard officials 
in Sfln Juan said 100 patients 
were airlifted to Puerto Rico 
from Sl Thomas’s hMpital, 
wUeb suffered blown out 
windows and flooding when 
battered by 127 mpb ' (204 
kpb) winds ' and heavy rains 
IMday. 

5l Thomas lost electrical 
power and telq>boQe lines 
Friday and its desalination 
plant was knocked ouL 
Stores sold out of batteries', 
ice and other supplies and 
the island was pla^ under 
curfew, officials said 

On Sl Croix, trailer parks 
were destroyed and roofs 
were ripped off many bous- 
es. officials said 

Airports in Sl Thomas and 
St. Croix were opened fa 
emergency and militaiy 


flights late Saturday while 
the San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
airport was reported to be 
folly operation^. 

Some 424 shelters housing 
12538 people were opened 
in Puerto Rico, where Mari- 
lyn caused landslides on two 
main highways and authori- 
ties sent disaster teams to the 
small islands of Vieques and 
Culebra to assess damage. 

. Police were deployed in 
Puerto Rico’s main commer- 
cial centres to stop looters. 

Puerto Rican Governor 
Pedro Rossello estimated- at 
a news conference that 70 
per cent of the bones on 
Culebra were destroyed or 
significantly damaged 

“Tbe wind was very 
strong, h sounded like a cat 
screaming,” Ramona Carillo 
of Culebra told tbe San Juan 
Star. 

Mr. Rossello said 80,000 
pec^le on Puerto Rico 
remained without water and 
50,000 without electricity. 
Three highways remained 
closed because of landslides 
and debris. 


Suu Kyi: Be patient in bringing democracy to Burma 


KUALA LUMPUR, 

Malaysia (AP) — Sup- 
press^ Burmese opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi is 
asking her coontiy to be 
patient in biingiDg democra- 
cy to Burma as she tries to 
cooperate with tbe junta that 
imprisoned her, according to 
an interview published Sun- 
day. 

Id an interview in the 
Malaysian newspqier tbe 
Sunday Star, Ms. Suu Kyi 
said tbe goal of her National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD), famed in 1988 
remains the same: “To bimg 
democracy to Burma.” 

In tbe interview, given at 
her residence in Rangoon 
last week. Ms. Suu Kyi, who 
was released from bouse 


arrest oa July 10, said she 
was aware some people 
were growing impatient and 
waiting for her to acL 

“There should be expecta- 
tions, but it should be tem- 
pered with an intelligeDt 
observatiou of the situa- 
tion,” sbe said, "the people 
... have to leam to control 
tbeir impatience,” Ms. Suu 
Kyi said. 

Tbe current military junta, 
called the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC), refused to hand 
overpower to Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
opposition party in 1990, 
when the NLD decisively 
won Burma’s first mullipar- 
^ electiois in 30 years. 

Instead, the junta arrested 
her and otba opposition 


members and renamed the 
country MyanmaL 

Ms. Suu Kyi said that 
since ber release, sbe has 
been very busy reconsolidat- 
ing tbe NLD and meeting 
with political, noopolitical 
and student groups. 

The people all want 
democracy and a system in 
keeping with the of tbe 
people,” sbe said. 

Ste said she is prepared to 
wodc with tbe junta to 
achieve a democratic gov- 
ernment 

“The military did say their 
aim was to bring democracy 
to Burma. So if we have a 
common aim, then we 
should work together,” she 
said, adding wifeout elabo- 
ration that sbe has a “line of 


communication” with the 
ruling SLORC. 

Ms. Sou Kyi said sbe and 
her colleagues have no bit- 
terness over tbeir imprison- 
ment “T)ecause we mana ged 
to strengthen ourselves with 
all the problems we had to 
face and the sufferings we 
had been subjected to.” 

Sbe has no intention of 
going to ber husband's borne 
in Brit^ a elsewhere 
because tbe government 
might not let her back into 
Bunna. It does not make 
me feel restricted because 
my work is here (in 
Burma),” she said. 

She said it was not nece,s- 
sarily tbe NLD’s intention to 
obt^ power in its efforts to 
bring democracy to Burma. ' 


Bangladesh 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
was Sunday in the ti^t grip 
of a crippling strike fa tbie 
second day, the latest oppo- 
sition effort to oust tbe gov- 
ernment and force early 
elections. 

Residents of die c^tal, 
Dhaka, woke up late with no 
burry to go to tbeir offices, 
children enjoyed a holiday 
with schools shut while 
transports remained off tbe 
streets, police and witnesses 
said. 

Sunday is a waiting day in 
Bangladesh. 

Thousands of police and 
paramilitary troops enforc- 
ing tight security in tbe 
st^e-tound city of nine 
miilioD ducked under road- 
side sheds or under trees as 
moderate rain swept the cap- 
ital early Sunday. 

Tt's fee dullest but most 
successful strike,” said a 
police officer conunading a 


remains paralysed by marathon strike 


platoon of specially trained 
riot police in fee city’s 
Ramna area. 

He said fewer rickshaws 
ventured onto tbe streets 
Sunday apparently for lack 
of passengers. T guess half 
of tbe population have either 
left the city on an enforced 
holiday or stayed home,” 
said the officer who asked 
not to be named. 

Many government offi- 
cials ^so abandoned plans 
to walk to their offices after 
pro-strike activists stripped 
several of feem almost nude 
Saturday, police said. 

Reporters in major 
Bangladeshi cities including 
the port of Qiittagoag and 
the southern industrial city 
of Khulna said fee strike was 
“absolutely total” after the 
first 24 hours. 

Tt’s a spontaneous stop- 
page. There is little effort to 
enforce fee strike with only 


a few pickets here and there 
and fee number of explo- 
sions much less than daring 
pre^ous strikes,” one Chit- 
tagong official said. 

The 72-hour strike, which 
began at 6 a.m. Saturday, 
was called by major opposi- 
tion parties, including fee 
Awami League, iu their 
ongoing effort to force 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia to step down 
and allow early elections 
under a neutral caretaker 
administration. 

Mrs. Khaleda, elected in 
1991 in what were billed as 
Bangladesh’s first free polls, 
has refused to bow ouL 

Nearly 60 people were 
injured Saturday as pickets 
attacked a train at Narayan- 
ganj near Dhaka. Six others 
were wounded when a 
bomb, packed wife metal 
fragments, exploded in fee 
capital, witnesses said. 


Newsp^rs Sunday said 
up to ^0 people had been 
injured in sporadic violence 
across tbe country on the 
first day of fee stoppage. 

Trains, buses and ferries 
mostly did not move Sun- 
day, transport officials stud. 
But airline flights were 
expected to operate, they 
said. 

Awami League chief 
Sheikh Hasina, arch-rival of 
Mis. Khaleda, urged Che 
prime minister Sunday to 
give up her “craze for 
power" and hand over power 
to fee chief justice before the 
country was pushed into big- 
ger turmoil. 

“People have given a clear 
verdict against your govern- 
ment by spontaneously 
responding to strikes. You 
must realise it now,” Mrs. 
Hasina said in a newspaper 
statement 
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Lost in the diaspora 

THE FAILURE of last week's meeting by the 
four-party committee on the displaced per- 
sons coincided with the expulsion by Libya of 
hundreds of Palestinians to demonstrate in 
unambiguous terms the pressing need for an 
equitable and quick solution to the plight of 
Palestinian refugees. What the' failure of the 
meeting did was highlight the intransigence 
of Israel in addressing one of the most 
significant dimensions of its occupation of 
Arab lands. The dilemma of the Palestinians 
who were expelled from Libya and who have 
been stranded in the waters of the sea and the 
sands of the desert says volumes about the 
duty of the Arab countries and the interna- 
tional community in putting pressure on 
Israel to agree to a workable solution to the 
refugees and displaced persons’ problems. 

U.N. resolutions and international law 
prescribe solutions to these issues. Israel is 
legally obliged to allow for the return of the 
displaced persons and to recognise the right 
of the refugees to either return or compensa- 
tion. Hiding behind the pretexts that what is 
lacking is a mechanism for the repatriation 
of the displaced persons defles logic. If the 
right of return is recognised, the mechanism 
for attaining this right becomes a technical 
matter which experts can settle. But obvious- 
ly it Is more than technicalities that define the 
Israeli position. The Jewish state wants to 
minimise the number of people who can 
return to their land. Thus procrastinating is 
one tool that Israel is using to force the 
Palestinians and host countries of displaced 
persons into making concessions. That effort 
should not be allowed to succeed. 

But until the issue is resolved, the Arab 
and other countries hosting refugees have a 
responsibility to provide them with the de- 
cent life to which all human beings are 
entitled. Nothing can justify the refusal of 
some Arab countries to host the Palestinians 
who were expelled from Libya, especially 
when those Palestinians carry travel docu- 
ments that were issued by them. Leaving the 
Palestinians to suffer under the heat of the 
desert or floating aimlessly in the sea is a 
cruelty that can be* neither understood nor 
condoned. 

The only acceptable long-term solution to 
the plight of Palestinian refugees and dis- 
placed persons is a recognition of their right 
to return and finding the means to exercise 
this right. But until this happens, there Is no 
reason why refugees who have been residing 
in some countries for decades should not 
enjoy the citizenship of the host states. This 
would in no way jeopardise the chances for 
an acceptable solution to their tragedy. 
When such a solution is finally found, the 
Palestinians can choose whether they want to 
go back to their homeland or stay in their 
countries of residence. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra*i daily said Sunday that except 
for Jordan, Arab countries are unwilling to accept P^esti- 
nians evicted from Libya. Fahed A1 Fanek said diat Jordan 
has been accepting Palestinians expelled from Palestine 
and Kuwait and welcomed expellees from Libya with 
temporary Jordanian passports and it has been doing so out 
of humanitarian reasons. Likewise, the Bosnian refugees 
have been accepted by several European countries because 
they are Europeans and out of humanitarian considera- 
tions, he added. Saying that Syria, and Lebanon have 
refused to accept the Palestinians who were expelled f^m 
Libya, the writer said that this stand is causing additional 
suffering to the Palestinians and creating new tragedies for 
;hem althou^ the Palestinians have no ambition to create 
a substitute homeland for themselves in the Arab coun- 
tries. Perhaps the Libyan leader has resorted to such move 
to take revenge on Pi^dent Yasser Arafat for concluding 
a deal with the Israelis on the self-rule areas and perhaps 
the Libyan expulaon order was taken in a fit of anger on 
' the part of President Muammer Qadhafi or even to please 
certain world powers, said the writer. He said that by 
expelling the Palestinians, who are stranded at sea and in 
the desert, the Libyan leadership has commined an 
inhuman act tantamount to executing tbousantk of unfor- 
tunate Palestinian fomilies. 

COMMENTING ON the Ministry of Public Works' 
'ircl.'ired intention of charing road tolls on cars using 
..Ttjin highways, a writer in A1 Dostour said the collection 
should be solely used for the purpose of maintaining roads. 
Mohammad Subeihi said that the public can be digged for. 
using the roads if the roads are of high and international 
spe^cations and are provided with various services. The 
writer said that should the system be applied, the Ministry 
of Public jrks is expected to follow modem techniques as 

to controlling the collection of toll and in guaranteeing 
•Tmergency assistance to the road users in case of accidents. 



Why liberalism isn’t allowed to die 


By Mkliael Vnnes 

WASHINGTON — You 
probably think liberalism 
dried up and blew away 
years ago. There was 
George McGovern, bat 
Ridiard Nixon dobbered 
him. Then Spiro Agnew 
worked liberals over really 
good, befr»e he quit. Then 
Ronald Reagan, in '84, had 
Walter Mondaie for lunch. 
Michael S. Dukakis, he 
actually said ‘Tm a liberal** 
— riiis was on television — 
and even though he added 
ri^t away that he was a 
Truman or Kennedy-type 
liberd and not some do^ 
smoking bomb-thrower 
who took over Berkeley, he 
got clobbered worse riian 
McGovern. 

Bill fltn fnn r an agaiivef 
tiberalism, and b still in tte 
dogjiouse for being too 
literal. Hubert Humphrey 
b dead. 

Yon probably think liber- 
alism b, too. 

Boy, are ytMi wrong. It b 
Ih^ the good life in, get 
thb, the hearts and minds 
of conservatives. 

Thb may seem strange, 
because conseryatives were 
kind of like the big comet 
that wiped emt the literal 
dinosanrs in the elections 
last fan. But tty to find a 
conservative this summer, 
espedalty one looJdng for a 
bigger job, who isn’t read- 
ing ‘’Jurassic Park’' over a 
bnilfaom and warning that 
Uberab have been cloned 
and are scaring the living 
daylights out <rf people. 

Look at Senator Bob 
Dole, the candidate for 
president, from Kansas. 
Last week, he told the 
American Le^on that the 
’’liberal acadoiuc elite” is 
wrecking American culture 
by letting sdioob teach im- 
migrant mds in their own 
languages instead of En- 
gli^ and by rewriting fais- 
toiy books to ”^orify other 
cultures” and wage ”war on 
traditional American 
values.” 

’‘The keys to our unity 
are under attack from our 


nvemment and from inrel- 
iMtnal elites who seem 
emterramed by America,” 
he said. “Wiat we see as 
.opportunity, they see as 
oppression. V^ere we see a 
proud pa^, th^ see a lega- 
cy of shame. we see 

a proud past, see a 
legacy of shame, l^at we 
hold as moral truth, tb^ 
can intolerance.” 

Thb was pretty rou^ 
stuff, but Mr. Dole b s^ 
new at thb. Newt Gingrich, 
vriio was conservative be- 
fore conservative was coc^, 
socked Uberab nine times in 
one speech to Republicans 
thb summer, including a 
poke at ’’liberal goo- 
gooism.” 

Thb month Senator I%il 
Gramm of Texas, who 
wants to be president, cal- 
led Mr. Clinton ”the last 
president of the liberal 
era.” Thb even though Mr. 
Clinton had just showed 
that be was not, either, by 
telling a story about bow 
liber& used to tl^k peo- 

E le on welfare shouldn’t 
ave to woik — hahl — 
’’but now almost .nobody 
does.” Think that, be 
m^t. 

Republicans even use the 
LrWe^ a^inst other- Re- 
publicans. P^ Wilson, the 
California governor, said 
last week that Mr. Pole 
shouldn’t be president be- 
cacse he makes ’’conces- 
sions to Senate liberab.” So 
Mr. Dole unloaded on Mr. 
Wilson and called him ’’one 
of the most Uberal Republi- 
cans ever to seek national 
office.” And Lamar Alex- 
ander, trailing Mr. Wilson 
in the White House race, 
through one of hb cam- 
paign gcrfeis, called him ”a 
big-taxing, . big-spending 
literal R^ubli^.” 
Anyway, yon get the 
idea. Mr. Reagan attacked 
tax-and-spend liberab and 
turned potitks upside-down 
doing It, but, to be fair, 
there were a lot more hber- 
ab around then. Now iiber- 
ab are scarce as chicken 
lips, but conservatives 


sound like Reagan enbed. 

Hard to figure, on the 
face of things. But here are 
a few theories as to why 
both poUtical parties think 
thb all may make perfect 
sense. 

Liberals are still in 
charge. Conservatives may 
bold more seats in Congress 
and sell more books. But 
the big Federal buTeaucraw 
that liberab built b still 
there, and until it b blown 
up, tte job bn*t done. Thb 
b why Mr. Dole warned 
that anything the govern- 
ment bmches b *’ripe for 
infection.” 

In thb view, modem poli- 
tics b like foe old movie 
”Alien,” where the con- 
servatives are Sigourney 
Weaver, trying to run a 
tight spaceship, but the 
crew — they’re the voters, 
see — b in danger of bdng 
taken over by these snake- 
like creatures that have 
been hiding in the ceiling all 
along. 

You do not have to be- 
lieve liberab are snake-like 
to see that conservatives 
believe government b the 
last strongboldof liberalism 
and its legacy. And many 
voters agree, even though 
they don't -want'to-givenip 
foe liberai Medicare and 
welfare and xetirement be- 
nefits that are most of gov- 
ernment's business these 
days. 

Sleeping tears 

”1d every post-election 
poll since 1968, the major 
grievance people have ab- 
out the Democratic Party b 
that they see it ’as a top- 
down, big bureaucratic en- 
tity.” said Ted Van Dyk, a 
Democratic strategist who 
was a Humphrey adviser. 
"We're all seen as little 
Lyndon Johnsons, foe peo- 
ple who passed out all the 
stuff that has to be revised 
because it got out of con- 
trol.” 

Conservatives need a 
good enemy. It b tough to 
run a revolution wifoout 
somethiag revolting around 


By Rkfaard Wad^i^toa 
Reuter 

LISBON — For the first time 
in a decade, Portugal's 
opposition Sociatisi Par^ has 
a real drance of returning to 
power in elections on Octo- 
ber 1. 

Like Germany's Social 
Democrats and Britain’s 
Labour Party the centre-left 
in Portugal suffered years of 
electoral eclipse, shut out by 
a combination of a conserva- 
tive mood gripping Europe 
into the 199% and a powerful 
ruUx^ ^ure. 

But Prime Minister Anibal 
Cavaco Silva, who along with 
Germany's Helmut Itohl b 
one of Europe’s longest- 
serving heads of government, 
b not lading the centre-right 
Social Democratic Party 
(PSD) into battle this time. 

The change of guard, with 
the PSD leadership passing to 
the less charismatic Fernando 
Nogueira, the cold but au- 
thoritative Cavaco Silva’s 
long-time nomber two, seems 
to have helped nudge the 
political barometer the 
socialists' way. 

Most polb put them ahead 
of the ^D and even the 
survey that say it is too close 
to caU show a personal pre- 
ference amongR voters for 
socialist leader - Antonio 
Guterres. 

An opinion poll publbhed 
bjr the TSF Radio and the 
Diario de Noticias new^per 
three weeks before the vote 
gave both parties 35 per cent. 
But 47 {Kr cent of thi^ 


questioned thought Mr. 
Guterres would make foe 
better prime minister against 
only 37 per cent for Mr. 
No^iera, the former defence 
minister. 

• ”1 would not bet my mort- 
gage on them but ^y (foe 
socialists) have got their cam- 
paign off to a great start,” 
said one Lisbon diplomaL 
’’Right now they would seem 
to have thw noses in front.” 

In 1991 the Socialist Party 
was humiliated by Mr. Cava- 
co Silva as he rode the wave 
of new pr wp e i ity that fol- 
lowed Portt^i's entry to the 
European Union in the mic^ 
1980s. 

The socialists collected just 
29 per cent of the vote, one of 
their worst performances 
since democracy arrived in 
Portugal with the 1974 re- 
volution, while the PSD took 
more than SO per cent for the 
second succesRve election. 

Since then they have 
elected a new leader, worked 
hard to bri^ten up their 
image and a>me up with a set 
of policies to reassure the 
cautious Portuguese that 
there will be no big lurch to 
the left. 

“The centra] problem (for 
the socialists) b to convince 
people that the |»rty has 
changed its spots,” said 
anotliCT European diplomat 
based in Lbbon. 

“People don’t want some 
'old-style Socialist Party 
which moves away from the 
enterprise culture that Cava- 
co Silva built.” 


The party's campaign has 
stressed a commitment to the 
European Union, still a 
popular cause with foe Poitu- 
goese. and a determination to 
stick to economic targets on 
the budget and inflation that 
must be met to ensure a place 
m foe ED’S plans for a future 
monetary union. 

But it has rought to serve 
the tough economic medicine 
with a smile, promising ac^ 
tion to improW Portugal's 
education system, particular- 
ly at pre-school level where 
foe country lags behind its 
major European partners. 

It b also committed to in- 
troducing a so-called “mini- 
mum wage” around 17,000 
escudos (SllO) a month 
which woidd be paid to foe 
very poor with no other visi- 
ble source of income. 

“We offer change but no 
rupture. Tbb is no leap in the 
dark,” said parliamentary 
candidate Antonio Vitorino 
who took a leading role in 
drawing up the programme. 

"We have got rid of statist 
views and substituted the 
market' values of the eco- 
nomy with social equity,”.be 
said. 

Unlike last time alien the 
economy was only just start- 
ing to slow after years of 
growth of around 4.5 per cent 
per year, the election takes 
place when foe recession o£ 
the eariy 1990s b still a vivid 
memory. 

"The first four years of Mr. 
Cavaco Silva were un- 
doubtedly a success but the 


to overturn, says Ken 
Kashigian, a Califoirnia Re- 
publican strategist. The 
hte^ threat is and insecur- 
ity blanket. 

“Republicans aren’t so 
nsed to controlling Ck>n- 
gressional committees and 
the agenda, and I think pan 
of thb b that they’re afrad 
all of fob b gc^g to be 
suddenly taken away,” he 
said. 

Thb doesn’t mean that 
the litera! threat does not 
exist. Mr. Kashigian said 
that it does, likening it to a 
big bear hibernating in the 
woods, not snakes in a 
space-ship, “llie bear may 
not be lurking around in 
Febrnaiy,” he said. "But 
he’s hiduig. He’s waiting for 
the spring thaw.” 

This b politics, dummjf. 
Maybe the literal threat is 
snakes, or maybe it b a 
bear. Or maybe it U a Hol- 
lywood dinosaur, trotted 
out to give everybody a few 
■safe goosebumps nefore 
being hauled backstage for 
another few years. Whatev- 
er, to win prwaries a candi- 
date has to appeal to party 
diehards, who actually care 
ftn on g h to vote. And most 
diehards care because they 
are at war against some 
alien ideology. 

“When you’re talking to 
RepubKcan primary voters^ 
you're talking to Republi- 
can activists, and Republi- 
can activbb have had it 
with literalism. When you 
talk to them, you have to 
l^t their fire,” said Pe ggy 
Noonan. Mr. Reagan's 
speechwriter. “Just as 
you're for motherhood and 
apple pie, it's important to 
remember that we are un- 
ited against liberalism. 
Even though there are no 
liberab anymore.” 

Oh. one other thing. 

It worked for the Demo- 
crats. "We ran against Her- 
bert Hoover for SO years.” 
Mr. Van Dyk said. “Some 
guys are still running 
against Hoover." 

The New York Times 


Portugal’s socialists see 
power within their grasp 


second term did not turn out 
as he promised. Now people 
want a change,” said I^. 
Vitorino. 

But increasingly Portu- 
guese elections are becoming 
virtual presidential contests, 
focused heavily on tte perso- 
nality and style of foe party 
leaders. 

And this could prove a 
winner, or a loser, for the 
power-hungry socialists. 

Mr. Guterres, a 4S-year- 
old engineer, bubbles with 
ideas and confidence. Unlike 
Mr. Nogueira, who built his 
political career inside the par- 
ty machine, Mr. Guterres b a 
member of parliament fully 
at ease in public debate or at 
election rallies. 

In a country that has tradi- 
tionally respected strong, au- 
stere leadership, his 
effervescent and speed of 
tongue have been branded as 
glibness. 

TlieFe have been occasion- 
al public “gaffes” to add to 
the doubts. 

One such lapre occurred 
during a television debate 
when Mr. Guterres said lon- 
ger prison terms for drugs 
dealers would be one of hb 
govenunent’s main weapons 
m a promised war on crime. 

When asked, he couJd not 
say how long jail sentences 
currently were for drugs off- 
ences. 

“Sometimes he gives the 
impression of being too clev- 
er by half and the Portuguese 
don’t* like that,” one diplo- 
mat smd. 


Human Rights File 

By Dr. Waleed Sa’di 

The right to speak 
your mother tongue 

1 WAS naturally taken by surprise when I first he^ ttet 
certain Republican quarters are pushing for making En- 
elbh the official language of the U.S. ^ ^ . 

M had presumed all along that English teen the 
official language of the country ever flnee its crMtion. 
What seems to trouble many Americans is foe oecping ^ 
of lan gnages other than English even for offiaai ure. It has 
become evident that in California, for example, the use of 
Rpunish has superseded English in many arew as the 
working language for conducting even offici^ brane^. 

Wfo wave af^ wave of new emigrants fltxxling the 
country and insisting on retaining their cultuim roott Md 
languages, the country began to look more like a hylmd 
than a country with a dbtinct culture and political 

beritage. Thb, many Americans are now saying, is ce^n- 
ly fovisive and could end up becoming a time bomb that 
(»ald destroy foe nation. Such voices draw heavily on the 
experiences of Canada where the policy of promoting 
diversity has meant the near breakup of the rountty along 
ethnic and | a«gnag g lines. Instead of promoting diversity, 
many Americans are calling for the promotion of com- 
monality by making Englbh the only official iMguage of 
their nations. If new immigrants wish to speak their mother 
tongue and retain their unique culture and henta^, tb^ 
should have opted, so the argument goes, to stay in their 
homeland instead of emigrating to another country which 
admittefoy has its own imique national culture and herit- 
age. * 

I must say that I personally agree with the Amencan 
argument that there must be one official language for their 
country as a tool to encourage foe establbhment of a 
national culture and the forging of a unified nation. If 
people choose to leave their original country for whatever 
reason, they owe it to their new country to become 
integrated into its mainstream by speaking its Ismguage wd 
artapting fo foe ncw Cultural, economic and political milieu 
as quickly as possible. There is no sense in_ praple 
emigrating to the U.S., Canada or Australia and insisting 
on maintaining their ori^nal identities. 

People have a natural right to be proud of their own 
language and heritage, but the best way to express this 
attachment is to stay in their country of origin no matter 
bow big temptations to live somewhere else permanently | 
are. 

1 see therefore no problem with the desire of mwy 
Americans to make their language the official and workinjg 
langitap* of all the peoples who make America thdr 
adopted nation. We are not talking here about minority 
rights of original minorities living in a certain country. 
Minorities have certain rights to their language, religion 
and culture and these rights are well-protected under 
various human rights instruments and conventions. 

People emigrating to other countries cannot be viewed as 
minorities in the sense the term b used in human rights 
treaties. It would be interesting to pursue thb point in 
human rights committees so that foe international com- 
miihity would benefit from their ruling. I am not aware of 
any such judgement by any international human rights 
fora, but I presume that when the issue b brought up, there 
would be a decision against granting emigrants absolute 
right to use their respective- languages in their adopted 
country, especially when it comes to conducting official 
business. 


Juppe austerity gives 
trade unions cause 
to rally members 


By John FoUain 

Reuter 

PARIS — Tbe pioneers of 
France’s trade union move- 
ment turn a weary hundred 
thb week, gratefril that au- 
sterity dictated by the con- 
servative government has 
given them a cause with 
ofoicb to rally their dwindling 
membership. 

Both the communist-led 
ConfederatioD Generale du 
Travail (CXj^ and the rolio- 
ter, left-leaning Force Ouv- 
riere (FO) union had planned 
ritual anniversary celebra- 
tions in tbe city of Limoges, 
where tbe impassioned con- 
gress that founded their 
movement took place. 

But Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe's pledge of a ti^t rein 
on the wages of five million 
civfl servants next year has 
abruptly changed tbe tone of 
foe anniversary. 

In Limoges, a hastily- 
called protest march has been 
gra^d on to a period cos- 
'tume pageant tracing uiuonist 
victories since foe September 
1895 congress. 

“Tte celebration was going 
to be festive. Now it’s going 
to be a day of protest. We 
will take the anniversary 
opportunity to stage a strong 
demonstratiou,” said F(5 
official Jean Jayer, in charge 
of the celebration.' 

France’s leading anions — 
the CGT and FO are among 
the most militant — have 
threatened to stage a strike in 
mid-October if Juppe 
does not relent. 

Marc Blondel, the comba- 
tive FO leader, was quick to 
raise tbe bann^ of workers 
rights. He accused Mr. Juppe 
of tetraying promises made 
during the spruig presidential 
election campaign and 
.branded him a reactionary. 

Behind the fighting talk. 


however, is a labour move- 
ment that b shedding many 
of its memtefs, partly be- 
cause of the death of tradi- 
tioual bastions such as coal. 
Steel and shipyards. 

Although unions have tra- 
ditionally suffered from weak 
membership — save for 1936 
when tbe popular front insti- 
tuted paid holidays and for 
1945 vfoen foe war ended — 
the ratio of paid-up members 
as a share of the workforce 
has shrunk by two thirds 
since 1974 to eight per cent. 

The CGT, wbidi boasted 
more than two million mem- 
bers in 1976, recently ack- 
nowledged that it had fallen 
to an tetoric low of 630,000 
— relegating it to second 
place behind the pro-socialist 
CFDT. 

FO clings to its claimed 
one million members. "In 
saying that, I lie no more and 
no less than others,” says Mr. 
Blondel. Observers put the 
real number closer to 4(X) JXX) 
at best. 

Reflecting frirther apathy 
on work-related issues, 
French wage-earners abstain 
in ever-greater numbers in 
elections for workers' coun- 
cils and labour courts. 

‘’Trade unions have been 
hit by the loss of their indust- 
rial bastions and foe crisis of 
communism,” said labour 
historian Michel Dreyftis, au- 
thor of a book on the CGT. 

“But they have also suf- 
fered from the rise in unem- 
ployment and part-time 
work, and tbe pi^tisation 
drive which has changed the 
public sector where unions 
were often strong.” 

The ODce-powerfril labour 
federations are aJso paying 
the price for foe divbions that 
have piqued the movement 
since Worid War II, many of 
them fuelled by outdated 
ideological conflicts. 


CORRECTION 

2nd China — majic of Beijing 
■9^ (Jordan Times, Sept. 17) the last sentence in the Uth 
have read: But one form of communica- 
tions, the most silent of all, was heard above all shouts and 
reached beyond all pamphlets-. The first sentence in foe 
following paragraph should have readr These were the 
tenners woven by women in rural and urban areas all over 
the pluet, entrusting their toil and their art to cany their 
aspirations to foe forum. ^ 
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evety ciozm has a constitu- 
oonal rigbt Hke ConstitD- 
tjon. ai^ laws protect tbese' 
lights ” said Sharif Zeid. 
^Any person who feels be 
has been dcxie injustice 
should resort td die Inspec- 
tioQ and Control Bpreau and 
jf he is unsatisfied (witii its 
handling of the issue) be 
should tesort to coon,” 
prime minis ter told law 
fnfllrers . 

But to go OQ making accu- 
fftinns. said Sharif Zeid, 
win .only barm national 
unity and exeat distuxbances 
insoicety. 

‘Hie cmnimttee, whose 
lepott was read out at the 
house leftist deputy Had- 
dadiOfSaid that die govem- 
uieDt should not m&e any 
arrests without obtaixnng a 
I warrant from the prosecutor 
geueraL - . 

' lAF deputy Hammam Said 


called ' fw the release of 
detainees he claimed are in' 
Jordanian j»ls while his col- 
league Abdul Mhaem Abu 

ZiasL urged oppontion 
deputies to resign from Par- 
liament in {Hotest against the 
government’s alleged vieda- 
tions of the law. , ' 

Sharif Zeid said be 
• issued instinctiOD wh^ 
will guarantee that no citi- 
zen is arrested befr^ 
obtaining permission form, 
the persecutor gen^. 

'But resp(»ding to criti- 
cism by' the commi tree’s 
reports and • (^iposition 
duties about the govern- 
ment’s banning of public 
meetings, Sharif Zeid said 
the govezmnent bans cxily< 
niftftring g which ** violate the' 
law and barm national secn- 
■ rity.” 

The . committee’s rq>ort 
also m^d £Be government 
to ensure the neutrality of its 


departments in public elec- 
tions and to make sine that 
the security aiqraiams does 
not violate the human rights 
of dtizeos. 

Those responsible for 
human - rights violations' 
should be hdd accountable 
in accordance with the law,- 
die oiqposition d^uties 
-demanded. 

But centrist deputies stood 
by the govemmeDt in argu- 
ing tiiat illegal acts should 
be stopped aad vkdatois of 
the law should be stopped 
fimn harming the CODOtry 
and its intear ests. 

Those deputies said that 
demooacy ’Should not be' 
exploited to adiieve illegal 
objectives” addiiig all 
citizens enjoy freedoms 
within the limits of the law. 

The centrist deputies said 
there were some “insignifi- 
c^t” Mcesses in the gov- 
onmeots'acts Imt contended 


that diese acts do not tiueat- 
en democracy and praise the 
.security fbr^ for pco^- 
iiig die interests of the King- 
dk^ 

' Sunday’s session wi^ 
aessed the strongest con- 
frwtation between the gov- 
dnunent and the opposition 
deputies in tbe extraordinary 
sessitxi during which die 
House passed the controver- 
sial legislation ending the 
economic and trade boycott 
of Israel. Law makers also 
endwsed a new investmmt 
and income tax laws that are 
geared at making tbe eco- 
nomic xefrMcms necessary to 
czeate a more fevomable 
investmeot in 

the Kingdom. 

The House should reem- 
vene in an oidinazy session 
in October but observers 
expect the session to be 
posti>oned for a period of 
two months. 


Sharif Zeid rejects deputies’ allegations 
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(CoutiuDed fimn 1) 

to difierentiate between feise 
nunoois and truth. 

“But when matters come 
to a head, and tins seldom 
happens, tte violators are re- 
fenM to tbe judiciary and 
thb is the most ideal demo- 
cratic method in handling 
violations or crimes,” he 
.added. 

**It is regrettable that those 
who day and ni^t call for 
democrat themselves con- 
sider resoitiog to tiie judici- 
ary as an offence whereas the 
government not conad- 
er the matter so whenever 
dtizeits take tiie goveniinent 
to court,” be added. “Indeed 
it is ideal to resort to court 
and to ibc right responrible 
authority for the sake of en- 
suring the right application of 
the law.” 

Voictog appreciation of a 
clause in the committee's re- 
port which stressed that firee- 
'• dom does not mean chaos 
and confusion and conde- 
mned all unconstitutional' 
acts and illegal actions, Sharif.., 
Zeid said that the govern- ' 


ment could no means con- 
done any illegal actions, 
whether committed by an 
ordinary dtizea or an ofRdal. 

He said it was unfortunate 
tiiat some deputies tend to 
level accusations at random, 
condemning offidals before a 
court ruling or verdict has 
been passed. 

Ui]png the deputies and, 
the dtizeos to resort to demo- * 
cratic means while dealing, 
with all issues, Sharif Zeid 
said that all dtizens are re- 
sponsible for democracy. 
“Sedition and dissension can 
harm to all people,” he said. 

^tfa reference to tte ques- 
tion of passports about whi(^ 
the comnuttee report and the 
deputies made remarks die 
prme minister made it dev 
tiiat it is the right of eveiy 
dtizen to Jordanian national- 
ity^ and any injustice done in 
tms matter riiould be referred 
to the judidary, espedally in 
cases where passports have 
been withdrawn without legal 
justification. 

“To. raise the subject on 
(fifferent occasions and va- 
rious foroms will harm 


national unity and cause a 
sodal imbalance that could 
shake the foundation of the 
nation,” said tbe prime 
minister. 

“Any person who feels he 
suffer^ injustice should re- 
sort' to the Inspection and 
Control Bureau and if he is 
unsatisfied he should resort 
to court,” he added. 

“Nationality is a sensitive 
subject, and foe government 
refuses to see tius question 
subjected to debate because 
every dtizen has a oonstitu- 
tiond right. Tbe Constitution 
and laws protect .these 
rights,” said Sharif Zeid, 
adding that Jordan has 
opened the door for all Arabs ' 
and Muslims as a safe haven 
in line with foe principle;^ of 
foe Great Arab Revolt. 

The prime minister 
announced that he had in- 
structed the concerned au- 
thorities to refrain from 
arresting any person except 
upon an order from foe pub- 
lic prosecutor and that all the 
provisions of foe liaw should 
be implemented in tenms^for^ 


releasing detainees or refer- 
ring them to court. 

l^errinp to public meet- 
ings, he said the government 
believes in the freedom of 
meetings which are le^ly 
held a^ in accordance wifo 
niles. Tbe government will 
not stop any meetings except 
those which violate the law 
and harm national security in 
conformi^ wifo foe commit- 
tee's recommendation, he 
said. 

As to the case of foe Muta 
University — invdving a plot 
against the life of His Majesty 
foe King — foe government 
is conducting a f^ examina- 
tion of foe moral and mate- 
rial rights of foe various par- 
ties involved, Sharif Zad 
said. 

The prime minister called 
on foe deputies to promote 
cooperation wifo foe govern- 
ment. 

“The process of construc- 
tion is hard and arduous, 
requiring cooperation from 
all so that Jordan can become 
a model of democracy,” he 
said. 


itv iives U.S. optiinistic of MENA suinmit success 


ibers 

• rHinr 

r\ I*. .1 • 

t I. '1:11 min'- 

5., ^ 

(• Sls. ;s <ll! ' * 

.i'i 

.151.! I'ii-v 

' ' I*- 

... ,.ll . ' -l.lll. 

• ' . I,„ 

■ 


.:jj ii'.» 


Si' I ‘ ! 


,v!. 

'V’"'.'' 

.. 

. ■ . I . ' I. ll ' ' ‘ 

‘ . • • ulli' 

’ 


■ nit i« 







s '!i'v 


1 1 

^ . 1 1 t. 



?: «> -*■= 

, \ 


; » s" t 




V. ■ 

r k. 






* 1 .'' ' 
, , I*, ll 

. ^ 



hit 

vuir.x-iy 


llK* 

fai.. 

1 • ' 

.’1 .( 


1 1 M 

«)' 



1 •.* 

,! t'.i*"- • 


• «.l 1 

, i‘> 


• 1 

. .• ^ 

2 . 


•l.tllk 

\l :*5. ’ 





, 

. 1 * I . ■ : t 

.iSU''-' ' 

1 - ■■ 

, il" 

}.»!:•*’'■ • 
- (.•! ; 

I- • 

I'.' 

J,', 



* • 1 " 

. • a’ • * 

*.\ ' 

11 '■ 


k'.i 

, \ 



1 ' fc • ** 

' 

r 

I'lli 

1 • * 


. 

... V-k‘' 

•• ■ !•'" , it«‘' 

. !ti‘ 

y-;:;: ,1 ■. 


(Co ntfame d trom page 12) 

leaders were a clear indicatiohi 
of foe interest by the public 
as well as the private sectors 
in the opportunities avail- 
able. * ■ 

Ms. Spm also noted that 
American investors — wifo " 
between $400 billion and 
$500 billion worth of funds 
under their control - were al- 
ready meeting in Amman, 
looking at investment possi- 
bilities. She was referring to 
a meeting that began on 
Saturday under foe theme 
•“New Opportunities ‘ in 
Ancient Lands," which 
grouped about 50 U.S. pen- 
sion fends. 

The very fact that foe 
groupovas meeting in Amman* 
was another reaffirmation of 
the interest of tbe business 
community, said Ms. Spero, 
who addressed foe gathering 
Sunday moring. 

. Ms. Spero rejected 
reports that an agieemeni had 
been reached in secret 
between Egypt and the United 
-|tates under which a 
proposed Mideast 
development bank, one of 
several institutions designed 
to help finance regional 
economic development, 
would be based in Egypt. 

“No final decision has 
been taken” on the issue, as 
late as Friday, when an inter- 
national task force on the 
proposal, met in Rome, said' 
Ms. Spero. 'The articles of 
the bank have not been fi- 
Driised....and it is not known • 
yet who is coming in," she 
edded. Tbe group will meet 
again in Washington, where 
a decitioD will be taken for 
formal announcement at the 
Amman confereoce. 

According to Ms. Spero, 
the final decisions on three 
regional institutions, includ- 
ing the development bank, a 
.regional business council -and 
a regiottal tourism council - 
“that will help -transnational 
tonrism“ — will be nnnniinftftH 
at the MENA summit, “a won- 
‘derfel maiketing oppormnity 

• fer tbe region." 

* nie American official 

played down European^ 
reservations over foe pro- 
posed bank and asserted that 
*s far as sbe knew the project 
was going ahead and that the 
^r will be left open for 
uiose who did not want to 
join ii in the initial stage. As 


far aMhe wealthy Gulf s tates 
are concerned, sbe said, “they 
haven’t said yes, (but) they 
haven't said no" either. 

In opening comments at 
foe press conference, Ms. 
Spero said: “Peace and secu- 
rity are closer to realisation 
today than any other time in 
modem history." 

Emphasising that the 
progress made in foe peace 
process so far “needs to be 
consolidated and expanded," 
Ms. Spero. said foe II.S. was 
aware that “peace cannot last 
without concrete benefit^ 
that are only possible 
through increased trade, 
investment and 

entrepreneurship." 

Ms. Spero highlighted 
the material and human re- 
sources of the MENA region, 
but said the fell potential of 
these — in addition to “its ' 
rich culture and history” and 
critical transportation 
routes" — could not be 
realised because of conflicts 
“as well as statist and 
protectionist” economic 
policies. 

The concept for the 
Amman summit, she said, “is 
private-public partnership." 
with foe private sector pro- 
viding entrepreneurial talent, 
investment capital and tech- 
nical expertise and the gov- 
ernment improving the eco- 
nomic environment through 
“liberalising trade policies, 
privatising industry and im- 
proving the investment cii- 
mate.” 

The groundwoik for busi- 
ness economic development 
is being laid through several 
means, she said. These in- 
cluded setting up the three re- 
gional institutions — with 
public and private sectcu* par- 
ticipation ~ encouraging re- 
gional countries to liberalise 
economies and develop a free 
market approach to develop- 
ment, deepening contacts be- 
tween the public and private 
sectors as well as within the . 
private sector, and preparing 
actual development projects 
in tbe region. 

“We expert that there will 
be an emphasis on projects 
involving more than one 
country in the region " said 
Ms. Spero. However, that 
does not mean foai American 
or other businessmen may 
not take an interest in infras- 
tructure projects in Jordan. 


but their interest will be erm- 
dngent on the financial re- 
turns of foe projects. These 
could include public utilities 
owned and operated by tbe 
private sector under specific 
agreements with the govem- 
•meot, sbe said. 

The Amman summit, 
wMch will be more focused 
thw the 1994 Casablanca 
summit — where foe concept 
of public-private sector part- 
nership in economic devel- 
opment was first introduced — 
and will deal in depth with 
trade and industry, infrastruc- 
tpre and finance and foe eco- 


nomic environmenL 

The summit will offer 
opportunities for business- 
men and government deci- 
sion-makers to exchange 
views and experiences, 
“pursue opportunities and 
follow-up on deals.” said Ms. 
Spero. 

“We in foe United States 
have no illusions that pros- 
perity will come quickly or 
easily to foe region," said 
Ms. Spero. 'The road to eco- 
nomic development is a diffi- 
cult one. However, the event 
in Amman will provide op- 
portunities and incentives to 
start the process." 


French minister arrives today 


(Continued from 12) 
ment between Jordan and 
France to replace a 1965 
accord. 

According to the spokes- 
‘man, the fact that Mr. De 
Qiarette chose to visit Egypt' 
and Jordan — the two Arab 
countries have signed peara 
^cements with Israel — “is 
indicative of the importance 
France attaches to the Middle 
East peace process." 

The minister believes that 
“he has a lot to learn from 
foe experiences of the two 
countries, which have greatly 
contributed to peace in the 
Middle East," and also wants 
to hear from the leaders of 
the two countries their views 
on other regional issues as 
well, the spokesman told the 
Jordan Times. 

The situation in Iraq is also 
expected to be discussed in 
detail in the wake of the 
recent developments, includ- 
ing the defection of a high- 
ranking Iraqi official. 
Lieutenant-General Hussein 
Kamel, to Jordan. 

Mr. De (Zharette or any 
other members of the delega- 


tion accompanying him 
would not be meeting the 
defector, nor had they sought- 
such a meeting, said the 
spokesman. 

The delegation will include 
Dennis Bauchard. who now 
heads the Middle East and 
North Africa desk at' the 
French foreign ministry, the 
spokesman of foe ministry 
■and other senior ministry 
officials. 

On foe new cultural agree- * 
■ment, the embassy spokes- 
man noted that Jordan and 
France signed their first 
accord on cooperation in 
cultural affairs in 1965 when 
Charles de Gaulle was presi- 
dent of France. 

“Since then a' lot of things 
have happened and we need 
to update the agreement to 
include more areas of copp- 
eration in the field of culture 
— archaeology for example." 
said the spokesman. 

Mr. De (Tharette arrives 
late Monday and will be the 
guest of honour at a dinner 
hosted by Sharif Zeid before* 
launching official talks early 
Tuesday. 


Expulsions not on agenda 


(Continiied from pa^ 12) 
“The UNHCR has made 
foe decision to send emergen- 
cy aid, particularly medical 
supplies," Panayotis Moumt- 
*ziz. UNHCR foreign rela- 
,tions head. said. 

“We want to start sending 
assistance immediately. But 
*we are waiting for permission 
from foe Egyptians 10 cross . 
. into no-man's land. So far we 
have received no response to 
our request,*' Mr. Moumtziz 


said. 

Mr. Moumtziz. who visited 
Salloum on Thursday, said 
foe UNHCR requested per- 
mission from Egypt to pro- 
vide aid to the stranded “two 
weeks ago, but Cairo re- 
fused. denying there was a 
problem at the. border." ' 

The UNHCR has con- 
tacted Amman to gain per- 
mission for the Palestinians 
to cross Jordanian territory loi* 
the West Bank, he said. 


Strife-ridden and poverty-stricken 
Gazans seek some psychic relief 


By Pamda l^udcemiaii 

Renter 

G.AZA — In tbe basement 
of a bare building in Gaza 
City, women in long veils 
huddle around the tiny fi- 
am on Um Mohammad, 
hunched on the dirt floor. 

^en the shrivelled mj^ 
tic looks up, there is fine in 
her eyes. 

.“St^ow your tongues,” 
she hisses in .Arabic to tbe 
women begging to be next 
in line for her psychic read- 
ing. “Move away, wait your 
turn.".. 

Every morning, hundreds 
of Gazans crowd in^^Um 
MohammadS makeUiift 
office in a Gaza slum seek- 
ing cures for laziness, de- 
presaon, spcnled marriages, 
mled businesses or just 
plain bad hick. 

Like other psychic seers 
in foe strife-ridden Gaza 
Strip, the shrouded woman 
waving her arms and mut- 
tering Koranic verses offers 
a srtnblanoe of order in an 
uncertain world. 

“They come to get reco- 
vered,” explains Abdullah, 
Mohammad's oousin and 


mfbraial bookkeepers who 
takes the five-shekel 
($1.66) fee from visitors 
and writes iq) ssip0, papers 
inscribed with 'pr^esies 
and Koranic verses that 
they carry away. 

“Some people are inha- 
bited evil devils,” says 
Abdullah. “We recover and 
reveal the secreL" 

Although her specialty is 
exorcisms, many of Um 
Mohammad's remedies 
sma^ of textbook psychol- 
ogy. 

The wife of a man who 
had just fled to foe West 
Bank wifo his lover listened 
intently as Um Mohammad 
spoke woman-to-woman. 

“Live your own life and 
fbi^ all about this man,” 
acMsed foe seer, rolling up 
a note inscribed with Kora- 
nic verses and pressing it to 
her forehead. “Fm telling 
you, he is a womaniser, 
there is something bad in 
his mind.” 

Afterwards, a woman 
complaining of .laziness 
lean^ her bead against foe 
wall to brar foe mystic's 
singnlar solution. 

“If you eat an egg, just 


eat one egg. If you have a 
banana, just have one bana- 
na,” she said. 

There are just two bospit- 
ab and a smattering of 
psychological care for 
Gam’s one million Palesti- 
nian residents. The herbal 
remefoes and m^tic wis- 
dom of seers like Um 
Mohammad are for some 
their only “medical” treat- 
ment. 

Wifo unemployment at ' 
around 50 ^ cent and ex- 
tended families living cram- - 
med into overcrowded 
neighbourhood, many say 
foe stress of daily living — 
particularly under Israeli 
occupation, which ended 
last year — requires a su- 
pernatural solution. 

“The Palestinian people 
were like being in jail, they 
bad nothing to do, nothing 
to think about, so they were 
thinking about each other," 
said anofoer client, Nawal, 
who had come seeking 
spouses for her unmarried 
siblings. 

“Everybody talks about 
each othCT, there's no inde- 
pendence," said Nawalf 35, 
who asked that her ' last 


name not be used. “Watch- 
ing each other creates 
doubt and suspicion, and 
creates problems to be dealt 
^fo here." 

For Gaza's influentiar 
Muslim hierarchy, the 
psychics are a threat to reli-, 
gjous authority. 

“1 challenge all the for- 
tune tellers, whether they' 
are male or female, to know 
50 verses of tbe .itoran by 
heart,” said Mufti .lAbduI 
Karim .Al Kahlout, Gaza's 
chief Muslim' leader. 

“A fortune teller has no 
place to interfere,” he said. 
“The Muslim scientists said 
that gcring and believing in 
such fortune tellers, or in 
foe ability of foe devils to 
know foe future, is a reli- 
gious crime.” 

But Mr. Kahlout said be 
recognised tBaf despite foe 
onset of Palestinian Auton- 
omy, years of political strife 
had Gazans with some 
existential voids wUch foe 
psychics were trying to ffil. 

"Palestinians feel the 
basics of life were missed or 
were lost,” he said. “What 
is left for foe Palestinians to 
hope for?” 


Crown Prince outlines Jordan’s vision 


(Continued firom 1) 

and North Africa suinmit to 
be held in Amman next 
month will reflect “a qualita- 
tive change from 
government-inspired and 
government-led ^roadies 
to institution-boiloing.'' 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from the Crown 
Prince's address: 

“For all those who will ask 
as, where is all of this achiev- 
ing, one of foe answers that 
comes to mind is very clearly 
tiie rift. Tbe Europe Union 
is seeking to establish a free 
trade area in the context of 
the Mediterranean. Then we 
have to be able to relate to 
this new development. If 
East Asia is looking to tbe 
Middle Easi as a half-way 
house between East and 
West, then we have to be 
able to relate to thatdevelop- 
ment in the context of open- 
ing Jordan to the numerous 
incentives... 

“In foe context of iotelleo- 
tual property, in foe context 
of trade marks, in foe context 
of customs union any number 
of incentives are deiuiy man- 
ifest to those who seek to 
establish foe creation of this 
energy of economic zones. 
'When I speak of economic 
zones let me not omit refer- 
ence to NAFTA, foe North 
-American Free Trade Area, 
and the concept of relating 
this part of foe world, and by 
extension,, tbe region with 
whidi we deal to a sembiousis 
wifo foe American hemis- 
phere. 

“For peacebuilding to suc- 
ceed it must be institutional- 
ised. Democracy, respect for 
human rights, greater parti- 
cipation ^ people in peaoe- 
bimding is offset by foe real- 


ity of foe existence of what I 
stouldn't describe on such a 
sunny morning as parallel 
economy — parallel econo- 
mies of money laundering, of 
business deals what I nave 
described with some dis^n 
as business as usual. This part 
of tbe world deals in hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars 
with tbe international com- 
munity. -Bat my concern is 
not for foe aspects of what I 
have described as the paralel- 
led economy digging down 
our hopes and prayeis for 
institutionalised transparen- 
cy. My concern is for the 
possibilities of releasing grea- 
ter investment of legitimate 
hot money. 

“As fer as the level of 
multilaterals is concerned 
yoor're well aw^ that the 
peace process, tljie legitimacy., 
of Madrid, produced five, 
working groups These work- 
ing groups induded dusters 
of energy, environment, wa- 
ter, refugees and most impor- 
tant a regional economic de- 
velcTpment working group. 
Tbe ^ddle East North Affi- 
ca summit faces among other 
things and within tbe next 
few days foe various draff 
proposals.... 

“I want to say that in terms 
of regional finandd mechan- 
isms, regional development 
bank, regional pc}licy con- 
sultation — what IS important 
for us efiiectively is to feel- 
that we are developing a re- 
gional integration of a capital 
market I don’t personally 
give too much concern to 
where these regional instru- 
ments have based. They 
could be based on the dmie 
side to foe moon for all I 
care. But what I do concern 
myself with is foe feeling that 
foe objective of regional eco- 


Serb arms removal slow 

(Continned from page 1) In northwest. Bosnia. N 


er changes during the night." 

NATu and the U.N. had 
given Bosnian Serbs besieg- 
ing foe capital until 10 p.m. 
(2000 GMT) on Sunday to 
'show “substantial progi^" 
in pulling out the weapons or 
face ferfoer attacks. ' 

NATO ordered the pause 
Jn its air raids on Serb milit- 
ary positions after they prom- 
I ised on Thursday 10 pull back 
I mortars of 82mm and larger 
: and artillery of 100mm and 
I larger. 

NATO jets roared over the 
Bosnian Serb headquarters at 
Pale on Sunday morning as a 
reminder, a Reuter reporter 
there said. 

A Serb convoy of howit- 
zers. mortars, two rocket 
launchers and six T-65 tanks 
was withdrawing from Kni- 
pac, 12 kilometres south of 
the city centre. 

Mr. Holbrooke said after a 
Saturday night meeting with 
Serbian President Slobodan 
Milotevic in Belgrade he had 
cleared up some confri^on 
over whether 82mm mortars 
and lOOmm artillery were to 
be included in the withdrawal 
from the exclusion zone. 

Later U.N. spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Chris 
Vernon said in Sarajevo 
Serbs had orders to include 
.these guns in the pullback. 

Tbe ^rbs, despite coming 
under fierce allied bombard- 
ment since Aug. 30, had pre- 
viously refused to budge, 
fearing the Bosnian govern- 
.ment would exploit a pull- 
back to regain land. 


. In northwest. Bosnia. Mus- 
lim and Croat forces* claim 
now to have wrested about 
4.000 kilometres of territory, 
or eight per cent of Bosnia's 
entire area, from the Serbs in 
a week-long offensive that 
has turned the tide of the 
war. 

There was chaos in Banja 
Luka as authorities struggled 
to cope with an influx of tens 
of thousands of Serb • ref- 
guees. 

Bosnian radio said Bosnian 
government troops were 
advancing towards the Serb 
stronghold. “Our units are 
advancing with speed and ... 
some of them are already 
advancing on Banja Luka." 

Between 70.000 and 90.000 
Serb civilians were estimated 
to have reached the Banja 
Luka region, where ' roads ' 
were jammed and relief 
groups were delivering aid by 
horseback. 

Local Bosnian Serb offi- 
cials say 100.(XX) refugees are 
in or near the city. Pierre 
Krahenbuhl. an International 
Red Cross official in the dty. 
put the figure at about 
60.000. 

* “The situation in the city 
itself is one of complete chaos 
wifo cars, tractors and horse 
carts in every street. All ac- 
cess roads to the city are 
blocked.” said spokesman 
Mans Nyberg of the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees. 

Refugees continued to jam 
roads into the city Sunday, 
and workers used horses to 
distribute food among them, 
foe refugee agency said. 


nomic sumimt; the integra- 
tion of a capital market, re- 
habilitation of foe Middle 
Eak region gafoen mechan- 
ism. Close coordination is 
under way wifo other region- 
al partners, with the Palesti- 
nians, wifo Egypt and wifo 
Israel. 

“Yes, it is doser wifo some 
than it's wifo others. But I do 
feel foat foe concept of de- 
veloping a complementarity 
between the oil-produdng 
natural resources-ridi re^on 
of foe area, foe Gulf re^on, 
and foe bifeterland of foe 
manpower resource-rich 
Dorfo of foe peninsula' is 
feasible. 

"The concept should 
essentially induae the qual,- 
itatively rich communities of 
l^eK' Palestinians and Jor-' 
dan. 

“Let us hope to foe parti- 
dpation at some st^e in the 
long, too distant future tbe 
Syrians, foe Lebanese and 
the broader concept effec- 
tively of cooperation in foe 
Eastern Meditenanean to in- 


clude Turkey. 

“The emer^ng markets 
and foe contributors from 
Morocco to Turkey of up to 
300 million people present a 
formidable new reality in an 
extended Middle East. 

“I know sooner or later 
about one hundred small and 
medium-sized industrial pro- 
jects costing SI .5 million on 
average are seeking interna- 
tional and regional partners. 

“It is my hope that foe 
(first) stage of promoting 
cooperation, as I described to 
a visiting group of foe Israeli 
Knesset members quite re- 
cently, is the process of get- 
ting to know one anofoer 
through meetings and ex- 
change of information and 
personal contacts: The 
second stage, with the lirnita^ 
tion of foe areas and priori- 
ties for joint Activities, pre- 
paring foe ground for this... 
stage which will consists of 
joint activities in foe areas 
agreed upon could be taken a 
way as a possible outline for 
our shar^ commitment of 
the year ahead.” 


Israel-PLO talks continue 

(Contfamed from pegs 1) Minister Gonen Segev ; 


out by joint committees once 
a de^ is signed, Mr. Rabin 
told his foreign minister, 
according to the delegate. 

Mr. Arafat's spokesman 
Marwan-Kanafani eariier re- 
jected pressure, to an 
agreement and warned an 
autonomy deal could not be 
reached without an Israeli 
pledge to evacuate foe set- 
tlers in the future. 

“The Israelis don't under- 
stand that we have first to 
agree on foe principle foat 
Hebron is a Palestinian city 
and not a disput^ city. We 
have to agree for a temporary 
solution to the settlers arid a 
date for their evacuation," he 
said. 

If an agreement is not 
reached, ferther talks will 
have to be put off until mid- 
October after a series of Jew- 
ish holidays beginning wifo 
new year celebrations. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
said eariier they made prog- 
ress in talks overnight, when 
Israel presented the Palerti- 
'nians new proposals on Heb-' 
ran and other obstacles to a- 
deal. 

“New ideas were put dti 
the table. On Hebron we* 
made great progress from our 
part,” Mr. Peres said. 

But Mr. Kanafani shot 
down foe Israeli proposals. “I 
don't see any new practical 
compromising proposal from, 
foe Israelis about Hebron, 
We must take charge of the 
city and not just of one build- 
ing or another,” he said. 

The other new proposals 
concerned the 6,000 Palesti- 
nian prisoners still held in* 
Israeli jails. Israel's Energy 


Minister Gonen Segev said 
negotiations on control of foe 
West Bank electricity grid 
“took five steps backwaod 
today.” 

Mr. Kanafeni played down 
hopes of a Washington sign- ' 
ing fois week. 

“We are not going to be 
hosta^ of a date. We can- 
not achieve an agreement in 
such an atmosphere 6f press-' 
ure because we are talking 
about the life, future and 
freedom of people.-" 

A statement issued by the 
Palestinian self-rule authority 
indicated foe PLO might not 
attend foe Middle E^t and 
North African economic 
summit in Amman next 
month if “Israeli intransi- 
gence shuts the door of 
peace." 

“It is, doubtful that Arab 
p^'es and regional parties 
will participate in the Am- 
man economic conference 
without real progress on foe 
. Palestinian track,” the au- 
thority said. 

Some members of foe PLO 
delegation in Taba have ex- 
pressed foe belief Israel was 
pushing for a deal before the 
Jewish holidays beginning 
next week so that it could go ' 
to Amman armed with an 
accord foat would ease eco-' 
nomic normalisation with the' 
Arab World. 

Saeb Erakat, head of foe 
Palestinian elections commit- 
tee at foe talks, said a break- 
through was made on that 
issue. 

“Peres and Arafat have 
agreed that foe number of 
members of the elected coun- 
cil will be 82 and Israel has 
accepted to separate the ex- 
ecutive authority from the 
legislative council,” he said. 


Japan seeks stronger role 


C^fattiiwed fitHD ]) 

during Worid War n. 

The Japanese premier also 
met with frraeli President 
.Ezer Weizman. 

He is to visit Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafet in foe 
Gaza Strip on Monday.' 

has already provid^ 
$20C) millioh in aid to foe 
Palestinian self-rule authority' 


and is expected to cohtribitie 
foe same amount over foe 
next ^0 years. 

Mr! Murayama is on foe 
fourth leg of a regional tour 
which has already inchided 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Syria. He is to travel to Jor- 
du from Gaza on Mo'nday 
before returning home On 
Tuesday. 
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Topsy-turvy new World Bank 
system refigures national wealth 


WASHINGTON (AP) — In 
some ways, it's the world 
turned upside down: Surinam 
richer in national wealth 
per-person than Belgium, 
Gabon than New Zealand. 
Botswana than Saudi Arabia. 

Developed by the World 
Bank, a new' system of 
measuring wealth attempts to 
go beyond traditional gauges 
like gross national product 
(GNP). The appraisal in- . 
eludes four ways of assessing 
societies, only one of which is 
how much material wealth it 
produces. 

The new method, which 
bank officials say could take 
years to perfect, is intended 
to show how successful a 
country is in improving the 
lives of its people. It also is 
designed to help give a clear- 
er picture of an economy’s 
strengths and weaknesses. 

The system is laid out in a 
World Bank publication re- 


leased Sunday called “Moni- 
toring Environmental Prog- 
ress: A Report on Work in 
Progress." The report, for 
the first time, folds a coun- 
try's people and its natural 
resources into its overall ba- 
lance sheet. 

The system has produced 
evidence' that almost every 
country, from Afghanistan to 
Zimbabwe, rich or poor, has 
more wealth in its people’s 
productive abiUty than in tiie 
goods they produce. 

Ismail Serageldin, World 
Bank vice president for en- 
vironmentally sustainable in- 
vestment, said the system is 
far from perfected, “just a 
start, and... very crude." 

But, he said, it “expands 
the concept of wealth beyond* 
money and investments." 

The system weighs what a 
society earns against what it 
consumes in natural re- 
sources and other considera- 


tions that most people would 
consider intangibles. 

Using the traditional mea- 
sures of wealth, gross nation- 
al product. Surinam's 1993 
per capita share was 52,800 
and Bel^um's was S17,200. 

Surinam’s wealth under the 
new measurement system 
amounts to S389.000 a per- 
son. Belgium’s S384.000. 

Saudi Arabia's gross 
national product was 5194 
billion, or Sll.OOO per Saudi; 
Bostwana's GNP was 56 bil- 
lion. 54,500 per Botswanan. 

By the new measure. Bots- 
wana's per-capila wealth is 

5188.000. Saudi Arabia’s 

5184.000. 

Of the 192 countries rank- 
ed, 140 had per-capita wealth 
of 5100.000 or less. The coun- 
tries ranged fiom Ethiopia 
with 51,400 to Australia at 

5835.000. 

The bank issued a disclaim- 
er that said individual coun- 


try figures may change light- 
ly as the system is refill. 
But it expects regional pat- 
terns to remain intact. 

The system quantifies 
three types of capital: 

— Manmade, the tradi- 
tional measure of what a 
country produces pitu tite 
roads, water s^tems, rail- 
ways and other facilities 
already in place. 

— Natural, the value of 
land and water and the riches 
they hold. 

— Human, the value of 
people's ability to produ^. 
how well they're Mucated, 
how well they're fed. 

In addition, Nfr. Serageldin 
said, bank economists are 
trying to figure out how to 
measure sodal capital, the 
productive value of families, 
communities and variems so- 
cial groups that enhance 
societies. 


Baghdad 
cuts list 
of banned 
imports 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, to 
the delight of its hard-hit 
traders, has decided to relax 
its import regime by remov- 
ing scores of items from its 
list of banned foreign go'ods. 

The presidential office, in 
orders carried by Baghdad 
newspapers Sunday, reduced 
the list of goods forbidden to 
be exhibited and imported by 
traders to 41 from 273. 

•It has also allowed traders 
to exhibit, but not import, 
another list of 162 foreign 
goods. The list of foreign 
items permitted for import 
has swdled to 528 from 25$. 

Earlier this month, the Re- 
volutionary Command Coun- 
dl (RCC) gave traders a 
month to clear shops of ban- 
ned items. 

It said it would mobilise 
the army, poHce and mem- 
bers of the ruling j^ih Party 
for a crackdownion smugglers 
and traders laofoting the me- 
asure. 

But Baghdad traders said 
the lists the government 
issued in the offidal press 
Sunday meant more or less 
that business would go on as 
usual. 

“There is more room for 
imports in the light of the 
new rules which I expect to 
have a somewhat stabilisng 
impact on prices and de- 
mand,” said a trader in 
Shouija, Baghdad's trading 
centre. 


Iranian ban on cigarette, sweet 
imports unlikely to affect supply 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — A 
ban on the import of 
cigarettes and sweets may 
serve to remind Iranians of 
the country’s economic trou- 
bles but is unlikely to disrupt 
the supply. 

The ban, voted in parlia- 
ment last week, covers chew- 
ing gum, cookies, chocolate 
bars and sodas, which' swept 
onto the Ir^an market after 
the 1980-1988 war against 
Iraq to strong criticism from 
Islamic hardliners. 

The raUng followed an in- 
tense campaign by radicals 
who are indicant over large 
shocks of foreign dgarectes as 
well as American and British 
chocolate bars in grocery 
stores at a time when essen- 
tial goods sudh as cooking oil . 
cheese, butter and milk are in 
short supply. 

The. decison was also the 
culmination of a drive laun- 
ched two years ago to slash 
imports in a bid to save hard 
currency to pay back the 
country's foreign debt of ab- 
out- 535 billion. 

The ban, however, may 
prove to be lately symbolic 
as loads of “futile" products 
are illegally imported or 
smuggled into the country on 
a daily basis, mainly ^m 
Turkey and Dubai, United 
Arab Emirates, according to 
experjs. 

The central bank, which 
controls leg^ imports, and 
other authorities have “repe- 
atedly stated that imported 
goods are limited to essential 
ones," a European economic 
expert said. 

Tough import regulations 


have encouraged a lucrataive 
illegal trade in '‘non- 
essential” goods, Miich are 
often locally produced but do 
not meet demand or are of 
inferior quality. 

Accormng to official esti- 
mates cited in the Tehran 
Times daily, some 55.5 bil- 
lion of goods are illegally 
imported or smuggled every 
year into Iran — almost half 
the figure for legal imports. 

“Go to any store and you'll 
find all sorts of contraband 
“products.” MP Ali-Nagbi 
IGiamushi complained during 
a parUamentaiy debate. 

The assembly's “dedsion 
will have no impact on the 
country's economy, 40 per 
cent of which is under- 
ground.” he lamented to In- 
terior Minister All Moham- 
mad Be^arati, who is in 
charge of the fight against 
contraband. 

Under pressure from par- 
liament, ffie government has 
stepped up. a campaign 
against smuggling and seized 
goods in the past five months 
worth five tjmes the amoutit 
confiscated during the same - 
period last year. 

The intercepted contra- 
baixl, however, accounts for 
only 10 per cent of the total 
goods which illegally find 
their way into the country, an 
expert said, basing his esti- 
mates on official figures. 

“Six months ahead of the 
legislative elections, parlia;' 
ment appears to be seeking to 
appease a public growing 
ever more ^scontent over 
the economic situation, 
which continues to curtail its 


THE Daily Crossword by Eugene Puffenberger 


ACROSS 
1 Munich mister 
5 Stalk 
9 Musical key 

14 African plant 

15 Weight 
allowance 

16 Family circle 
member 

17 the Terrible" 

1 8 Opera highlight 

19 Retinue 

20 Rabble-rouser 

22 Tears 

23 Declare 

24 Fencer's 
weapon 

26 Cenain training 
sch. 

29 Mariner 
33 Obelisk 
37 Earthenware pot 

39 Source of poi 

40 Anas 

41 European 

42 Writer Ambler 

43 Despot 

44 — Christian 
Andersen 

45 Aberration 

46 Tranquil 

48 List extender 
50 Unquestionable 
52 Take a new 
sample 
57 Walter, the 
author 
60 Dragon 

63 Temperament 

64 Horse hue 

65 Opera prince 

66 Name in games 

67 Ken of the 
comics 

66 Tribe 

69 Skin 

70 Church service 

71 Congers 

DOWN 

1 Israeli port 

2 Presley 

3 Laughs heartily 

4 Actress Taylor 

5 Commences 

6 Chez Scarlett 

7 go bragh!" 
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Yesterday’s puzzle solved: 


8 Civil War 
general 

9 Mam course 

10 Hot-tempered 
person 

11 Thin 

12 Kind of test 

13 Some bills 
21 Wine word 
25 Certain exam. 

briefly 

27 Writer Ephron 

28 Companionless 

30 Plain on the 
moon 

31 Diva's song 

32 Arrow notch 

33 Concordes 

34 Stockings 

35 Axillary 

36 Violent outburst 
38 Endure 

41 One-name 
actress 

45 Skedaddled 
47 Beaver cousin 
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49 Hippodromes 
51 Actor Zimbalist 

53 Instant 

54 Two under par 

55 A toast 

56 Sea swallows 


57 Food fish 
38 Attractive 
59 Bradley or Sharif 
61 Tittle 
.62 "Peanuts" 
expletive 


purchasmg power," a foreigu 
diplomat said. 

However, in the absence of 
a robust tobacco industry in 
Iran, the ban on foreign 
cigarettes could make them 
affordable to a public 
strongly fond of smoking. 

A pack of Winston and 
Marlboro sell here for SO 
cents and 51 respectively, 
which is almost half of a 
worker’s daily salary. 
According to offiaal figures, 
500 million packs of 
dgarettes find their way into 
the country each year. 

News of the ban came one 
day after President Hashemi 
Rsdtenjani struck an ^timis- 
tic note on the state of the 
country’s economy in a 
speech to leaders of Friday 
prayers. 

“Despite a hue and cry 
made by foreign and domes- 
tic enemies, the country's 
foreign exchange reserves are 
satisfactory," said Mr. Raf- 
sanjani, according to the trffi- 
dal Jslamic Republic News 
Agency. 


Higher oil 
prices slash 
Omani 
deficit 

MUSCAT (AFP) — Higher 
oil prices, and production 
slashed Oman’s actual budept 
deficit by 34.4 per cent in die 
first seven months of 1995 
despite an increase in spend- 
ing, an official report said 
Saturday. 

The deficit was cut to 108.7 
million Omani riyals (5282.6 
miilion) in 1995 from 156.7 
mUlion riyals ($430.8 milb'on) 
in the first seven months of 
1994 , said the report by the 
state Omani Development 
Council (ODC). 

It put the total actual de- 
ficit in 1994 at 484.9 million 
riyals (51.26 billion), far 
hitler than the previously 
projected short^l of around 
5760 million. The increase 
was apparently because crude 
prices hit a five-year low of 
515.5 during that year.' 

The ODC said the budget 
deficit was cut in the first 
seven months of 1995 be- 
cause of an increase in in- 
come to around 1.05 billion 
riyals (52.73 billion) from 
^2.4 million riyals (53.39 bil- 
lion) in the first seven months 
of 1994. 

Oil revenue grew to 806.2 
million riyals (52.09 billion) 
from 672.5 million riyals 
(51.74 billion) in the same 
period. 


Arab Monetary Fund pledges 
more reform aid for members 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Arab Monetary Fund 
(A?^, a regional IMF-style 
institution, Saturday pledged 
more loans and technical 
assistance for member states 
to help them push ahead with 
economic reforms. 

AMF Chairman Jasrim A1 
Manai said refi^ program- 
mes being carried out in 
several Arab countries were 
tile only way to tackle persis- 
tent balance of payment de- 
ficits and other economic 
problems. 

“The AMF will do its best 
to attain that objective 
through preparation and im- 
plementation of reform prog- 
rammes and supporting them 
with medium-term loans," he 
told participants in a new- 
training course on reforms. 

“There is no doubt such 
loans will help brid^ the 
financial gap which exists in 
some memters states and en- 
sure the success of reforms," 
be emphasised. 

' Officials from central 
banks, economy, and finance 
ministries of 16 Arab states- 
are attending the three-week 
course, the latest in a series 
of financial and economic 
educational programmes 
organised ^ the Abu Dhabi- 
based fund as part of its 
camps^ to encourage re- 
form in the region. 

The AMF has provided 


around S2.6 billion in soft 
loans to its 21 member states 
since it was created by the 
Arab League in 1976. 

The fund, with a capital of 
around 51.3 billion, had fo- 
cused on lending activity to 
shore up balance of payment 
ga m. But in recent years, it 
switched to technic^ assist- 
ance and tied loans to re- 
forms after balance of pay- 
ment and budget deficits per- 
sisted in most menibers. 

Its technical assistance cov- 
ers trainiM for senior govern- 
ment staff, helping members 
to upgrade investment laws, 
and drawing up reforms poli- 
cies. 

“Adopting rational finan- 
cial policies is essential for 
ensuring the success of re- 
form programmes and conse- 
quently achieving concrete 
results in economic develop- 
ment," said Mr. Manai, a 
Bahraini who took over the 
fund last year. 

“This underscores the need 
for expanding the sphere of 
knowledge for Arab cadres 
so they ml better understand 
the role of financial policies 
in the reforms and realise the 
specified development 
targets," he added. 

Manai said AN^ 
would step up activities in 
1996, with plans to stage six 
training courses and seminars 
on economy and finance. 


One of them would be held in 
Tunisia in collaboration with 
ihe International Monetary 
Fund (IMF).- 

More* than half of the Arab 
members have lann- 
died reforms to revive their 
economies which have suf- 
fered under long-standing 
government control, debt, 
unemployment, inflation, 
negative growth and financial 
and trade deficits. 

Some of them have re- 
ported positive results while 
others have adopted an opti- 
mistic economic outlook, 
^^t, Jordan and Morocco, 
where reforms have gained 
momentum, have reported 
teter growth rates, with their 
1994 gross domestic product 
rising by 1.5 per cent, 5.7, 
smd ei^t per cent respective- 
ly. 

Saudi Arabia and other- 
major Gulf oil producers, 
whose coffers were flush with 
funds in the early 1980s, have 
al sn announced ambitious re- 
form programmes to offtet a 
sharp d^line in their income. 

“We are encouraging all 
members states to carry out 
reforms," an AMF source 
told AFP. "Any country in- 
volved in such progr^mes is 
not necessarily suffering from 
serious financial or economic 
problems but is resorting to 
such measures to strengtiien 
its economy." 


European bank chief says Israel 
can help rebuild eastern Europe 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
can play a major role in 
helping rebuild the econo- 
mies of the former commun- 
ist lands in central and east- 
ern Europe, the head of the 
European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development 
(EBRD) has said. 

"I want to work more with 
you," EBRD President Jac- 
ques de Larosiere told top 
Israeli officials and business 
leaders at a luncheon in Tel 
Aviv. 

He has signed an agree- 
ment with the. staie^owned 
Israel Ferei^ 'Trade Tnsur- 
anee Company aimed at 


guaranteeing Israel invest- 
ment in the region. The bank 
also undertook to provide 
Israeli firms with more in- 
formation on investment pos- 
sibilities. 

Mr. De Larosiere said 
Israelis are particularly well- 
suited to the business climate 
of eastern Europe because 
many of them have origins in 


that area and speak its lan- 
guages. More than a million 
Israelis — atout one in five 
— hail from Russia alone. 

The EBRD was estab- 
lished in 1^1, after the fall of 
communism, to help spur 
business in eastern Europe. It 
has a capital of 510 billion 
which it is seeking to double 
in coming years, Mr. De 


Larosiere said. The bank 
boffi states in the bank, has a 
relatively high business pro- 
file in eastern Europe 
already. But its involvement 
in EBRD projects to date has 
been relatively small. 

No figures were im- 
mediately available on Israeli 
trade and investment in east- 
ern Europe. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“I hired an advertising agency to write 
a jingle about me to make you think 
I’m fresh, young and exciting!” 


UnscianMa Ihasa (burJumbias, 
onelenerto each square, tofbmi 
: tour onfineiy wofds. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|(D by HMiri Arnold and MkaArBiricm 
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WHV THE PINO- 
5AUR HUNTER 
UKEP HI5 WORK. 


Now a/renga Ihe ciided letters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print THE [Hi: 


Yesterdey's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CRACK DECRY AWHILE PETITE 
Ansvrer Whet the cab driver turned novelist 
became — A 'HACK" WRrTER 


Peanuts 


^ THIS IS ^ I TH0U6HT BE FLYINS 

V. RIE7ICULOU5!/ OVER MOUNTAINS AND RiVERSi 

^ I TH0U6HT I'P SEE THINSS ! 

ALL I'VE SEEN 
IS A BACK YARD.. 




ifs AW WWDRITE 
BACK YARD.. 



Andy Cap 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MON- 
DAY, SEPTEMBER 18. 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. 
litiiKtroioger, Carroll Righter 
' AsMogical Foundatjon 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) This is an ideal day to 
m^e your emiiDDiDcnt more 
ebaming and functional and 
to add greater efficiency to 
your re^ar tasks. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Make a frontal attack on 
your career activities and get 
great results *at this time. 
Also get your entertainments 
set up for the week. 

GEMINL (May 21 to June 

21) Make sure that ydu get 
home conditions nicely im- 
proved this evening, after a 
busy day today at your busi- 
ness. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) (jet in touch 
with those who are successful 
and work out a plan with 
tiiem whidi can also make 
you more prosperous. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You have the right practical 
method through wluch you 
can become more successfol, 
so start putting it to use to- 
day. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) If attuned 
property you should arise in a 
more happy frame of mind^ 
wd can make a fine impress-'* 
ion on those who count. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Beii^ with your 
closest tie and establi^ng 
greater harmony between 
you is wise. Show that you 
are able to do the right thing. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Go to sm 
ftiends you admire today and ‘ 
show that you want to see 
more of them later tonight. 
You can enjoy some sodal 
pleasure. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Get 
deeply involved in your finest 
activities and you can im- 
prove your status with a big- 
wig more easily. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) This is a day 
for expansion in business so 
that you command a greater 
income later today and have 
more for the lean times. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Febmary 19) Doing what will 
please the one you love Is 
wise today. Make arrange- 
ments for occasional fun later 
tonight. ^ 

Mart* 20) Get in touch with 
outoders today who can be of 
^istance in gaining your 
finest aims. Then tonight 
handle travel matters. 

Birthstone of September: 
Sapphire — Lapis 
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TCC $ 50 m 
bonds sell 
within hours 


☆ * THE telecom- 
munications Corpora- 
tion's S50 million bonds were 
all taken up within three 
hours aher being launched on- 
the Luxembourg bourse, the 
minister of communications 
announced. He said the in- 
stitutions which covered the 
issue expressed readiness to 
raise the ceiling of the bond 
issue but Jordan preferred to 
keep the declared ceiling as 
no additional amounts were 
required. The bonds were la- 
ter being traded in European 
financial markets at prices 
higher than the face value of 
the bonds; The minister said 
an official signing 'ceremony 
between the parties con- 
cerned will be held at the 
ministrv Wednesday. The 
bonds has a 7-year maturity 
at variable interest rates pre- 
vailing in international mar- 
kets (Al Ra'i). 

☆ ☆ ECONOMIC AND 
agricultural e3^)eTts are in 
agreement that the new land 
parcelling draft law prepared 
by the Land and Survey De- 
partment has many shon- 
comin^s. The draft law allows 
parcelline land into a mini- 
mum of four dunums instead 
of 10. Tbe experts said such a 
law would result in breaking 
up the ownership of agri- 
cultural land and emptying it 
of economic context (Al 
Ra’i). 

. trtj FORMER PUBLIC 
Transport Corporation 
(PTC) Director-General 
Sitleimah ‘At Habahbeh.,was' 
‘ appointed general manliger 
of the newlv-establishedpub- 
- lie shareholding Petra 'reuV-- 
ism Transport Company. 
Marwan Khiiun has taken 
over the post of PTC 
director-deneral (AL Aswaq 
+ Al Ra'i). 


. ** FOLLOWING ARE the 
mid-year financial r^ults of 
some public shareholding 
companies; 

— Unified For Organising 
Land Transport reported a 
JD 674,424 profit 

— Jordan New Cable 
earned JD 1.93 million from 
sales and recorded a JD 
145,583 profit — The United 
for Engineering Industries 
posted a JD 67.277 profit 
despite earning JD 2.1 mil- 
lion from sales. 

— The Union chemical and 
-vegetable oil industries 
achieved a profit of JD 
.120J136. 

‘ — The Jordan Wood In- 
dustris fJWlCO) reported a 
JD 168,158 profit with sales 
exceeding JD 2 million. 

— The Arab Investment 
and International Trade post- 
ed a JD 43,509 profit from JD 
1.8 million of sales. 

— The Arab Phar- 
maceutical Manufacturing 
earned JD 12.5 million from 
.sales and scored a JD 1.85 
million profit. 

— The Jordan Phosphate 
Mines' profit amounted to JD 

3.57 million of which JD .^.46 
million were from the fertilis- 
er unit. Total sales were ab- 
out JD 97.6 million. 

■ ■ — The Housing Bank pvisl- 
cd a JD 4.6 miflion profit. 

— The National lnndu.s- 
tries* sales amounted to JD 
2.93 million while profit 
Stood at JD 312,2.^8. 

— The Middle East Insur- 
ance registered J-D 429.495 
profit. 

■ — Xl^e Iniermediaie Petro- 
chemical Industries recorded 
JD 1.86 million in sales 

■ — The Arabian Steel Pipes 
Manufacturing registered JD 

5.57 million in sales and JD 
134 million in profit 

— The Jordan Electric 
Power collected JD 44.1 mil- 
lion from sales and posted a 
JD 1.54 million profit. 

— The Yarmouk Insurance 
and Reinsurance scored a JD 
57.809 profit despite u loss of 
JD 124.867 at the vehicle 
department 

United Insurtince made 
a profit of JD .3.38.881 

— Tile Livestock and Poul- 
Oy's sales amounted to JD 
'I9,%7 but ended up with a 
IOS.S of JD 268.278 

— The Dar Al Duw-ti De- 
veiopineni and Investment 
posted about JO 9.4 million 
»n sales and JD 1.68 million 
of profit. 


Business opportunities seen increasing in Middle East 


By Rick Marshall 

USIA Staff Writer 

NEW YORK — American 
businessmen and commercial 
officers from the U.S. embas- 
sies in a number of Middle 
East countries held meetings 
here last week to share ex- 
periences and learn about 
new commercial ^portuni- 
ties the region oners as it 
moves toward a comprehen- 
sive peace between Israel and 
its Arab neighbours. 


Tlie meetings were part of 
a larger conference at which 
Secretary of Commerce Ron 
Brown and the U.S. ambas- 
sadors to E^pt. Israel. Jor- 
dan, Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait spoke about the im- 
proving ]Mliticai and econo- 
mic conditions in the region 
and the U.S. commitment to' 
assisting American 
businesses find new opportu- 
nities there. 

Gary Grappo. economic 
counsellor at the U.S. embas- 


sy in Jordan, spoke of the 
“tremendous transforma- 
tion" which has taken place 
there over the past year. Be- 
tween last year's peace treaty 
with Israel and the upcoming 
Amman economic summit. 
Jordan is shifting rapidly to- 
ward a new pro-business en- 
vironment. 

New legislation favouring 
foreign investment and liber- 
alising financial markets is 
being prepared and the pub- 
lic sector is being cut back. 


Such things were unthink- 
able, even a year ago, Mr. 
Grappo said. 

Upcoming infrastructure 
Projects present attractive 
possibilities for American 
business. Mr. Grappo stated. 
The Jordanian government 
has identified more than two 
dozen such projects, with 
opportunities in water, ener- 
gy. hazardous material, 
minerals, transportation and 
port and airport construction. 

American companies 
should also look to Israeli 


Dubai streets paved with gold for 
hawkers from ex-Soviet Union 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Street haw- 
kers fi^m former Soviet re- 
publics are making regular 
trips to the bustling Gulf emi- 
rate of Dubai in the hope of 
making a fast buck from sell- 
ing a few cameras or cheap 
sunglasses. 

They mingle with the 
hordes of Indian workers and 
European. American and 
Asian businessmen in Dubai, 
playing cat-and-mouse with . 
Dubai police as they try to 
peddle their paltry wares. 

For the past two years 
Lubi. 6U, has been making 
the journey from Tashkent in 
Uzbekistan every two to 
three months, lavins out S500 


for her return ticket and 
staying in a small guesthouse. 

Bare-footed and wrapped 
in a gaudy shawl she kept her 
binoculars and cameras for 
sale out of sight in a sack, 
ready to make a quick get- 
away should plainclothed in- 
spectors make a sudden- 
sweep. 

Luhi's Russian was poor, 
but she could count in £n- . 
gli^ or Arabic, a vital aid for 
selling her binoculars at a 
bargain 120 dirhams (S32) a 
pair. 

. And she attracted a lot of 
interest as she sat in the 
sweltering heat by Dubai's , 
**creek." a harbour stretching * 
right into the city centre 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(September 11 -September 15 , 1995 ) 

a 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit appreciated sharply against the 
yen last week, while ^spreaating modestly against the 
mark and stabilising against sterling. It ended the week 
0.77 per cent higher against the mark and 4.27 per cent 
higher against the yen. 

The dollar drifted lower a^nst the mark Monday, while 
appreciating against the yen and sterling. The dollv rose 
t^inst the yen on expemtions that the Bank of Japan 
mi^t intervene in the maiicet to prop up the dollar. The 
yen came under further pressure when an offidal at the 
Bank of Japan said that the bank should not help Japanese 
troubled banks. 

The dollar surged above the 100. yen level for the" first 
time 'in 1^5 month Tuesday, as investors shifted their 
holdings from yen to European and dollar denominated 
assets. Analysts indicated that the move was a continuation 
of the trend that had started the previous weCk, when the 
Bank of Japan lowered its discount rate. Meanwhile, the 
release of U.S. producer prices. howingadecKneofO.l per 
cent in August, reassur^ financial markets that the U.S. 
economy is not facing inflationary pres^res. 

The U.S. unit continued its appreciation against other 
major currencies Wednesday, espraally against the mark 
and yen. The dollar rose against the yen on news tiiat the 
Bank of Japan continued to show its presence in the market 
to prop up the dollar. News that a Japanese mutual fond 
bad purdia^ million worth of U.S. Treasury 
securities also lent support to the dollar. Meanwhile, the 
dollar appreciated against the mark after the Bundesbank 
cut its securities repurchase rate by an additional five batis 
points. 

The U.S. unit depreciated marginally against the mark 
and the yen Thursday on profit-taking. The dollar's decline 
came ater a slew of U.S. economic data was released, 
pointing to a weaker economy and proofing expectations 
that the Fed might cut interest rates at its meeting on Sept. 
26. Hrst-thne jobless claims roM 21 thousand, while retail 
sales rose 0.6 per cent. Excluding autos, retails were flat. 

The dollar powered ahead against the yen to reach above 
104 yen at the end of the week. Comments from the U.S. 
deputy treasury secretary, the Bundesbank president, and 
the Japanese minister for international trade and industry 
that tiiere is room for further dollar appreciation lent 
support to the dollar. Meanwhile, analysts indicated that 
.the dollar’s ^lure to breach the 1.50 mark resistance level 
reaffirmed the belief that the market is witnessing yen 
weakness, rather than dollar strength. 

The U.S. unit, thus, ended the week at 1.4888 marks, 
104.13 yen and at S1.5S00 to sterling. 
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where wooden' dhows ply 
their trade. 

On the other side of the 
.creek 20-year-old Faruq had 
less to offer curious passers- 

— just a job lot of cheap 
knives and sunglasses at three ' 
dirhams (90 cents). 

An amused Ar^ in a tradi- 
tiond white robe bought a 
handful “for the dtildren," 
he said. 

Faruq planned lo .spend his 
earnings on clothes and sta- 
tionary to re-sell in Tashkeni. 
He knew his profits would be . 
minimal but they are enough 
to have tempted him back to- 
Dubai five times. 

He arrived in the Gulf with 
a two-week tourist visa which ‘ 
he could extend bv iU davs 
for SIO. 

His compatriot Sohila. 23, 
set her sights higher. She left 
her two-year-old son in ' 
^markend in the hope of 
earning enough to buy a resi- 
dents' visa by selling artificial 
pearls and' cheap pocket 
watches. 

Sohila studied Farsi and 
hoped to make her way up in 


Dubai which has a long tradi- 
tion of trade and other ties 
with Iran. 

But she was not very opti- 
mistic. *'I have a friend who 
worked several month.s to 
pay S7.000 for her visa but 
she is still waiting for it to be 
delivered. Everyone’s a 
crook here,” she said. 

Her husband Rakim Mir- 
said joined her daring his 
holidays. Although he is a 
profi^sor in Samarkand, and 
has written a thesis compv- 
ing e(»c poetry fitMn Uriwkis- 
tan aM France, he only earns 
$40 a m.onth. 

He brought a few old 
books in French “borrowed” 
firoin Moscow University in 
the hope of selling them, but . 
w^ mocked by more street- 
wise compatiuMs already in 
Dubai. “’You’re no business- 
man, nobody reads here,” 
they told him. 

Rakim refused to be down- 
cast, however. “Police chase 
us a "8 confiscate our goods, 
but everyone’s ^ to live 
somehow,” he said. 


Saudis may buy $7. 5b 
airliners in phases 


DUBAI (R) Saudi Arabia 
appears inclined to seek 
domestic financing for the 
purchase of U.S. commercial 
aircraft but the $7.5 billion 
order could be staggered to 
av<nd burdening a budget 
which Riyadh is struggling to 
bailee. 

Industry analysts say 
Riyadh now looks to favour 
breaking the long-awaited 
deal into several contracts, 
making solid orders for scune 
of tile aircraft and taking 
options on the rest. 

Sandi Arabia in June said it 
would buy 61 aircraft from 
Boeing Co. and McDonnell 
Douglas Corp. of the United 
States but no contracts were 
agned and engine allocations 
and the complex issue of 


financing are still to be 
announce. 

“I think Riyadh conld sign 
contracts in the next three 
months for some planes, 
whidh they now can pay for in 
ai^ance, worth say S1.S-S3.0 
billion and take an option on 
the rest,” said a U.S. analyst 
closely following the lucrative 
deal. 

“A couple of years later, 
they put down more money 
to exercise an option on more 
planes and so on until the 
order is completed by say the 
year 2002/3,” the analyst 
add^. 

An Arab expert said 
Riyadh, strapped for cash in 
recent years aue to weak oil 
prices, could balance the 
1995 budget. 


infrastructure projects, 
according to Barry Friedman, 
the senior commercial officer 
at i^e U.S. embassy in Tel 
Aviv. Over the next eight to 
10 years. Israel plans to' 
spend up to $18,000 million, 
he said, doubling electrical 
generation, expanding roads 
and the harbours of Haifa 
and Ashdod. and building a 
new terminal at Ben Gurion 
Airport in Tel Aviv. 

Jlie Palestinian Authority 
will need basic infrastructure 
••from the ground up," Mr. 
Friedman noted. Plans envi- 
sion the construction of a 
power generation plant, port 
facilities, an airport and a 
desalination plant, he com- 
mented. 


Progress reports on the 
Jordan Rift Valley projects 
will be made available at the 
Amman summit. The Palesti- 
nians also plan to release 
information about their up- 
coming projects there, com- 
plete with contact lists and a 
guide on how to do business 
with the Palestinian Author- 
ity. Mr. Friedman said. 

Neither Mr. Friedman nor 
Mr. Grappo was enthusiastic 
about a plan to build a canal 
linking the Red and Dead 
seas, however. 

Mr. Friedman cited the 
‘'enormous cost" of such an 
undertaking, while Mr. 
Grappo commented that 
“there are just' too many 
other re'alistic projects 


around." 

At other sessions. Amer- 
ican businessmen shared 
their experiences in the re- 
'gion with the audience. 
Several stressed the impon- 
ance of finding reliable part- 
ners and agents as well as the 
need to be patient. 

Others, such as Robert 
Prieto of the engineering firm 
Parsons Brinckerhoff, said, 
his company was becoming 
increasingly optimistic about 
doing business in the region. 
The opportunities are better 
there now than they have 
been in years, he stated. The 
Amman summit, he added, 
should provide those who 
attend a good list of potential 
projects. 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

iln Urn Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, , 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas ' 

Fumished/unfumished for ; 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tefc 810605, 810609, 810520 


A SECURE U, 

' Hotel 
Swelfiyeh 



itO.TEL| 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPTDUJTY 
✓^GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

'FLAT .O. TEL 

SS3M4 - 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shnieisani 
Tel. 693599 


CKOWM 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWUMMNe POOL 


'Mcooer 

'HEAilHCUIB 

'WlJACUZZli 


TEL 79S180 


AVIS 

RENTACAR 



Kim: Abdullah Gardens 

TeL 699420 .- 
816499 


MS843-6B01S7 , 
RADIO « TV STATION RD.I 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished _ 

c c 

j cand Unfurnished k 
I ^Villas apartments ^ 
land office Space I 

IDC CC 

^ |OTo Suit'ail Budgets ^ 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 









Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
ReesonaUe Rates For 

Shaft or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


YES U CAN 
TURING ! ! 


Exclusive yet 
affordable 

with Seif & Nowfol 


I I I^IM I IM.O - Ml :> 


865944 V 
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Atlanta venues get mixed reviews 


ATLANTA (R) — With an initial round of test events 
nearing conclusion. Atlanta's or^nisers received mixed 
reviews from hundreds of international athletes competing 
in 15 events this summer. 

Since June 22. Atlanta has tested eight of its 1996 
Olympic venues, five of them newly huilf specifically for 
the Olympics. 

The major Olympic venue to open this year, the 
IS.OOO-seat aquatic centre, received high marks from 
swimmers and divers for its facilities and equally high 
praise from si^ctators for the facility's design, which'allows 
a sweeping view of the Atlanta skyline through the open 
sides of the venue. 

Athletes also praised the new rowing venue ut Lake 
Lanier, a 38-year-oId. man-made lake about 51 miles (82 
kilometres) northeast of Atlanta, and the Georgia iniema- 
tional Horse Park, about 4U miles (65 kilometres) east of 
Atlanta in suburban Rockdale County. 

But Atlanta officials concede they 'will need ti> make 
major modifications to the yachting venue based in 
Savannah. Georgia, and two new field hockey stadiums. 

During a test event two months ago. yachting competi- 
tors complained bitterly about the design of the Savannah 
venue, which requires sailors and their boats to be towed 
by motorboat for two to three hours from the main 
Olympic marina to reach the race course in the Atlantic 
'Ocean. 

"The wind and the water are very good. Everything else 
is awful." said Fred Herein, coach of the French yachting 
team in a summary echoed virtually unanimously by sailon 
from 53 countries in the Nationsbank international regatta. 

To answer the complaints, offlcinis of the Atlanta 


Brand New Super Deluxe Villa For Rent 

Two storeys, 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, one sitting room witfi 
fire place, one living room, one dining room, large 
beautiful oak kitchen with breakfast comer. Super 
deluxe finishing built exclusively for the owner in prime 
location at Dair Ghubar, very dose to the US Embassy. 
Please call the owner at Tel: 770790 


SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

With deluxe furniture, consisting of two 
bedrooms, salon, dining, kitchen, study room 
with independent central heating. 

Located in Abdoun. 

Please call tel. 632984 - Amman 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, dining room, 
sitting room, private telephone, central 
heating, air-conditioning. Jabal Amman, 
4th Circle. 

Tel: 675949 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

1- Rrst floor - 435 sq.m., 4 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, American kitchen, maid’s quarters. 

2- Roof - 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, American 
kitchen, elevator, maid’s quarters. 

If Interested call 810306 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe Furnished Or Unfurnished Building 
Suitable For Embassy 
or diplomatic missions, big companies or as big 
apartments of 4 bedrooms, each with beaut'iful view 
on Mecca St ( Al-Rabia) 

Tel.: 836700 




Medical Supplies Office 

Tel: 611238. 642152 • Showroom 644157 - Fax: 642153 


Committee for the Olympic Games said they would install 
a second marina composed of barges closer to the race 
course. But the design and capacity of the so-called "Day 
Marina" still are a matter of debate. 

Coaches and players also were harshly critical of the new 
field hockey stadium tested last mumh at Gark Atlanta 
University. Both the Clark facility and a twin field still 
under construction at nearby Morris Brown College have 
been designed to be converted later to American football 
stadiums. 

With American football in mind, the artifical turf field 
hockey pitch was installed over u crowned subsurface — 
slightly higher in the middle of the field than at each 
sideline. Bur the humpbacked design created havoc for 
field hockey players seeking u true roll on the uneven 
surface. 

After last month's closing-round match in the Atlanta 
Hockey Challenge Cup. the coach of the losing Spanish 
women's team. Jose Brasa. said the uneven surface caused 
the ball to bounce oddly. One of his star players was struck 
in the face by one such bounce, breaking her cheek bone. 

The coach and players of the winning AuLStralian 
women's team here equally critical. 

And Els Va.i Breda Vriesmun. secretary general of the 
International Field Hockey Federation, said; "We are 
disappointed. We would have thought that the pitch would 
have been much better." 

But the largest overriding problem for Atlanta's Olympic 
organisers may be the city's notoriouLS summer hear and 
humidity. Temperatures for several of this summer's events 
hovered near or above I(K) degrees Fahrenheit L38 Celsius). 




Thre<e bedrooms, one sitting room, dining 
room, living room, three bathrooms, 
telephone and garage. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call Tel: 666880 


The Swiss Embassy 

informs'' that a 

SWISS CULTURAL WEEK 
will take place 
under the patronage of H.R.H. 

PRINCE RA’AD BIN ZEID 
from 19th to 24th September 
1 995 at the 

ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 
Events of the week: 

- seven feature films and three 
documentaries daily at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
see program under “What's going on” 

- performance “An evening with 
Dimitri, the lovable clown” 

September 20th, at 8p.m. 

1 

- Exhibition “Swiss Photographers 
from 1840 until today”. 

- Exhibition “Face to Face with 
Switzerland”. 


A Swiss Gourmet Week is also going on 
at Rozena Restaurant (near 2nd circle). 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, overlooking a garden, having two 
bedrooms, living room, dining room, well-equipped 
kitchen, two bathrooms, separate central heating, 
separate entrance, telephone, T.V., video and new 
modem furniture. 

Please call: 606947 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN AL RABIA 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
sitting room, 3 bathrooms, with an area of 250 
sq.m., brand new furniture never used before with 
telephone. Annual rent. 

ple^ call Tel 674589 from 10 ajn. - 1 p.m. & 4 • 6 p.in. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT AND ROOF FOR RENT 

The apartment consists of three bedrooms, two salons, 
dining, k two bathrooms. The roof consists of two 
bedrooms, dining, salon, bathroom, central heating. Ali 
utilities are available. In addition, there is an 
unfurri^ed fitment in Amman for rent 
For information pis. call tel. 633105-624293-633385. 


CAR FOR SALE 
Duty Unpaid 

Regional office sells car (lite new). 33,000 km. 
Celebrity Chevrolet 1988, 2.8 motor, fully 
power. Fixed JD 8,600. 

Phone 827118 


Manchester United, Newcastle stay top 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Paul Scholes scored two goals 
as Manchester United cruised 
to a 3-0 home victory over 
Bolton Saturday, keeping 
them tied atop the Premier 
League with Newcastle — a 
3-1 winner at home against 
Manchester Gty. 

Leeds and V(^mbiedon — 
entering the round tied for 
third behind the leaders — 
each stumbled to surprising 
losses. 

Leeds lost at home 3-1 to 
Queens Park Rangers as 
Daniele Dichio secored twice 
for the winners. Wimbledon 
fell 2-0 at Aston Villa on 
goals by Mark Draper and 
Ian Taylor. 

The win moved Aston Mi- 
la alone imo third place with 
13 points. Newcastle and 
Manchester United have 15. 

Arsenal and Liverpool 
each won matches at home to 
stay close with 12 points in a 
tie for fourth place. 

Ian Wright scored on a 
penalty in the second half — 
after missing one in the first 
— for Arsenal's 1-0 home 
victory over West Ham. The 
goal came after West Ham's 
Julian Dicks was sent off in 
the 66th minute with his 
second yellow card. 

Liverpool kept defending 
League champions Black- 
bum spinning with a 3-0 land- 
slide — all goals, coming in' 
the first 30 minutes. Jamie 
Redknapp scored in the 12th. 
Robbie Fowler struck in the 
22. and Stan CoIIymore fol- 
lowed up in the 29th. 

Blackburn has only four 
points in six matches and is 
lodged third from the bottom 
of the 20-team table. 

In other Premier League 
matches: Chelsea 3. South- 
ampton 0; Middlebrough 2. 
Coventry 1: Sheffield 
Wednesday 1. Tottenham 3.- 

Manchester United and 
Newcastle have each won five 
of their first six matches of 
the season and are moving 
free as the early class of the 
league. 

Manchester United — • 
playing without injured Andy 
Cole and a 'suspended Roy 
Keane — got two goals from 
Schoies and the third from 
Ryan Giggs, playing in only 
his first start of the season. 

Giggs — who missed early 
games through injury — 
scored the winning goal last 
weekend coming off the 
bench for Manchester Uhited 
in a 3-2 wn at Everton. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH SHARIF 
ATANNAHHinSCH 

PLAY OR DEFEND? 

Both vulnerable, North-South 
have ro on score. EaM deals. 
NORTH 
*653 
OK72 
OAQ 
*A9852 

WE9T EAST 

*A4 *KQ«I1097 

0864 OA 

0J9843 0662 

*1074 *K6S 


SOUTH 

*82 

OQJ10958 
OK 10 7 
*QJ 

Vth west north 


Opening lead: Ace of * 

Study the diagram and then 
decide whether you would rather 
play or deTend a contract of four 
hearts by South allar the defense 
starts with the ace of spades and 
another. 

West snraly owed partner a ladse 
to three Bpsdea when East r^id the 
suit fteefy over North’s Imlanging 
doable. 'The Gnal contract, quite 
likely, would have been ^ —ma 

Oaet West led the ace ^spades, 
the king of chibs becomes marVa** 
vritta East, n it would seem that the 
contract most ba defeated 
dedarer has two spade losers, one* 
heart and one dub. After banking 
two spade tricks. East continued 
with a third spade, ruOed high by 
declarer. Only an endplay could 
save the contract and, for that to 
succeed, had to hold a angle- 
ton ace of trumps. Therefore, 
declarer cashed the ace and queen 
of diamonds before exiting with a 
low heart. In with the ace. East was 
able to exit with a diamond and 
eventually score the king of clubs 
ibr a one-triefc seL 

Dedarer was on the ri^t track. 
After cashing the ace of Samonda, 
however, dedarer should overtake 
the queen with the king and ruCT 
the tnixd diamond. Now a trump 
lead does endplay East, who must 
either yield s niff-sluir, allowing 
declarer to discard a club from 
hand, or lead a dub from the kang 
into dedarer’S eenbined tenaee. 

D^te that, the contract should 
be defuted. All East bes to do after 
winning the Second spade is cash 
the ace of hearts before leadiim a 
third spade: With aqy pb*™* ofu 
endplay eliminated, the king of 
dnbs w^ take the setting trick. 


Newcastle had few prob- 
lems with last-piace Man- 
chester City. Peter Beardsley 
put Newcastle up i-0 in the 
17th minute. Seven minutes 
later Manchester City's 
Richard Edghill was sent off 
with his second yellow card, 
and Newcastle wasn't chal- 
lenged after that. 

Les Ferdinand scored his 
fifth goal of the season for 
Newcastle in the 59th to 
make it 3-0. and Gerry 
Creaney — in his debut for 
h^nchester City — scored a 
consolation go^ in the 81st 
minute." 

Monaco crash again 

Monaco's hangover from 
^'their midwest nightmare, 
when they were beaten 3-0 at 
home by English opponent 
Leeds United in the UEFA 
Cap. continued into Saturday 
when they were beaten by 
Metz in the League. 

The visitors, the only team 
with Paris St. Germain still 
unbeaten since the League 
season got underway, never 
looked back after Robert 
Fires beat Potato with a su- 
perb lob after half an hour. 

Monaco, who lined up with 
Belgian schemer Enzo Scifo. 
twice hit the woodwork — 
efforts by Syivain Legwinski 
(54) and second-half substi- 
tute Mickael Madar (60) just 
inches wide. But Metz, effi- 
cient and full of running, 
were good value for their win 
and are now just one point 
behind PSG who play Mon-^ 
pellier away on Sunday. 

Auxerre continued to 
storm up the standings after 
their poor start to the season 
when they beat Lyon 1-0 
away thanks to a goal by 
Bernard Diomede after just 
five minutes. 

Auxerre are provisionally 
level-pegging in third spot 
with Guingamp. 3-1 home 
winners over bottom club ti- 
tle. on 16 points — four 
points behind the leaders. 

A bomb scare forced a 
IS-minute delay to the start, 
of the match between Stras- ! 
bourg and Nice. 

A woman caller rang the 
Strasbourg authorities at 
5.30 p.m. to warn that a 
bdmb would explode in the 
Meinan stand. She rang a 
second time and said: ‘it is 
very serious, take every pre- 
caution." \ 


The police, on full alen 
after the recent spate of ter- 
rorist bombings in France, 
searched the stadium and 
found nothing suspicious. 
Officials decided to open the 
stadium to the spectators just 
half an hour before kick-off. 

The match ended in a l-I 
draw. 

Republic of Ireland striker 
Tony Cascarino scored a hat- 
trick for Olympic Marseille in 
a 5^ win over Laval irt the 
second division. Cascarino. 
33 and sent off against Caen 
last month, has now scored 
eight goals this season. 

Atletico keep lead 

In Madrid, striker Kiko 
Narvaez was sent off but 
Atletico Madrid stayed top of 
the Spanish League on Satur- 
day with an impressive 2-0- 
victory at fellow pacesetters 
Athletic Bilbao. 

Rejuvenated Atletico now 
have a maximum nine points- 
from three matches, three 
ahead of Bilbao. Espanol and 
Compostela on six. 

Atletico have rarely done 
well in the intimidating San 
Mames stadium but this time 
they took the sting out of the 
young Bilbao side with confi- 
dent and composed posses- 
sion football. 

Argentine powerhouse 
Diego Simeone and elegant 
Spanish international play- 
maker Jose Caminero con- 
trolled the midfield, carv'ing 
out several good chances for 
forwards Kiko and Luboslav 
Penev. 

Bilbao seemed overawed 
by the occasion, and created 
only one clear chance in the 
entire match. 

Dortmund bit Stut^art for 6 

In Bonn German cham- 
pions Borussia Dortmund 
produced the best possible 
response to their midweek 
Champions' League drubbing 


bv thumping VFB Stuttgan 
6-3 in the Bundesliga on 
Saturday. 

Dortmund, in the dol- 
drums since the Juventus de- 
feat. played much of the 
match with only 10 men be- 
cause Knut Reinhardt was 
sent off for a 16th minute 
foul. 

The outcome took Don- 
mund into third place but still • 
left them seven points behind 
runaway leaders Bayern 
Munich.' winners of all six 
games to date. 

Bayern had sparkled in a 
3-2 triumph at Kaiserslautern 
on Friday. 

Brazilian striker Giovane 
Elber fired Stuttgart ahead 
with only three minutes gone 
but Dortmund replied 
through their own Brazilian 
import Julio Cesar in the 
'sixth minute and sweeper 
, Matthias Sammer four mi- 
;iutes later. 

Even Reinhardt's red card, 
for a crude foul on Andreas 
Buck failed to disrupt Borus- 
sia's fluid counter-anacks and 
..they went in at halftime 4-K 
up with forther strikes from 
Heiko Herrlich and the com- 
manding Andreas Moeller. 

A Stefan Reuter penalty 
and another Moeller goal 
'completed the Dortmund 
scoring spree in the second 
period, while Stuttgart hit 
back with goals from Po- 
'land's Radoslav Gilewicz and 
Bulgaria's Krasimir Balakov. 

Bayer Leverkusen leapt 
over Borussia Moencheng* 
ladbach into second place 
with a 2-0 win over Eintracht 
Frankfurt, marked by the re- 
'tum of veteran midfielder 
Bemd Schuster from the sub- 
stitutes' bench. 

Unbeaten Leverkussen's 
first home win of the season 
• left them six points behind 
Bayern ahead of next Satur- 
day's top of the table clash in 
Munich. 


To sell , 18000 Sq meter In> 
Rabea , can be sold all or | 
parts , location , I 
Smtable for hotels , hospitals I 
, diplomatic missions. 



BaM^CMoks’B^ 16. Bonflla went from first to third on a base 

Cal Ripken, and later scored on a 
©Sf the bat of HaroU Baines 
(“ot shown), that be tagged B<mflb out, (Reutm photo) 

Jii fi n g acti<Ni in the fonrth mningj Sqitonber 

Baseball’s Major League results 

American League . National League 


Gerdaed 

Torato 

OtUad 

Nnr Yak 

Seattle 

Toss 

EaosBS CStj 


BQwaakef 

Mhmesots 

BsMmere 


5 
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PHILADELPHIA 

Melanie Griffith & Eki 
Hams ... in 

MILK 

MONEY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


"TEITBgg238 

PLAZA 


Bruce Willis 


Die Hard III 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


TESa 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD -1” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
- Birds of the Darkness 


Shows; 12:30. 3:30, 6:66. 8:15, lb}45 

CONCORD "2” 

Striking Distanse 

Shems: 3:30, 5>46. 8:45, 10-.45 


AMM0UN THEATRE 

TEX:.6i8274-m 

MUSA HUAZIN ' 
“Sumaa”’ 

IN 

Hi Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
• written & directed by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 

******1c***1eit ****** 


Detroit 

CdbniB 


aKI’ADviiifiml THeatre 

TEL: 675571 . 

performances 
will seize 
starting of today 
until further 
notice 


New York 

le 

PhBsde^ 

Atianla 

6 

Ctadnad 

Colorado 

8 

Florida 

Pittilwigh 

10 

Sib Fiandseo 

HobSod 

7 

Moitireal 

SL Loub 
Saa Diego 

5 

12 

Loi Aqgdes 
Chkago 


pfebil & Hisham*s ' " Tel: 62S155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

presents 

(Ahlan Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Shows start at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation please call 
tel. 625155 Amman 
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Asian Champions’ Cup 


AMi defeat Iranian 
champions in-opening match 


' ^ 

Jeedan Tbaes Staff Reporter' 

.AMMAN — Jean's basket- 
'ball diaBpioaa A1 Ahli Sun- 
day scoKO a TQ-ffl win over 
Luian chansons Asfohan 
(X) die opening day of the 
■ Sivth Asian Basketball Con- 
j federation Champions Cup 
'currently underway in Kuala 
'Lumpur, Malaysia. 

Tte win came as a big 
boost to A1 AbK who uill be 
.fedng tough opponents in 
■their upcoming matches. 
They are grouped with 
Limning of China, Hong Fu 
of Taiwan and the Philip-, 
fxnes. 

Group B includes Japan 
Energy, Kia Motor (South 
Kor^. Sin Kee (Sing^iore). 
Punjab (India), and Petronas 
(^^y^). 

After a one round-robin, 
die top two teams in each 
‘group wjU meet in the final 
'■ round. The winners will play 
'fw top two places and the 
losers for third and fourth 


while the rest of the teams 
play for fifth-lOth places. 

Prior 'to departure Al 
Ahli’s Chhairman Adnan 
Na^away had voiced hope 
that the Jordanian cham- 
pions, the only Arab team in 
the toumament, will fore well 
against other Asian cham- 
pions but he also, noted pre- 
parations for the tournament 
. did not go according to plan 
with man^ players suffering 
injuries. 

Al Ahli, who are spon- 
sored by Citroen, had also 
hop^ to have a 'series of 
training camps in neighbour- 
ing countries. However the 
. team had to be content with a 
series of fnendlies .against 
third-placed Al Jazireh and 
also hosted Iraq's Al Shurta. 

Al Ahli have been the 
Kingdom's titleholders for 
the past three consecutive 
years after ending all-time 
rival Ai Oithodoxi's decade- 
long domination in 1990. 
They then lost the tide in 
1991 but came back to win it 
in the past seasons. 


The team's Ukrainian 
coach Alexander Sasha 
brought about Al Ahli's 
diange of playing tactics to a* 
foster more modem game* 
that allowed them to upgrade 
their players’ style reinforced 
by the availability of a strong 
lineup. 

Al Ahli's lineup includes 
the team's top stars Marwan^ 
' Ma'touq; Naser Bushnaq and 
Yousef zaghloul. In addition 
the team includes Ramez 
Hammoudeh, Riyaid Ayesh, 
Faisal Nsour. Wi^m Nino, 
Waiid Badran, Taimour Sha- 
mati, Marwan Saeedi, Sami^ 
Saduldin and Nibad Madi. 

The organisers have 
alfowed each team to reg&ter 
two ftmign players in the 
champion^ip which was re- 
vived after three years and 
will be an annual affair from 
now on. 

Schedule of Ahli*s 

19/9 AhG-Phifippiiies 
20/9 Ahli-Taiwan 
21/9 AUi-ChiBa 


Records tumble as South Africa 
poses first challenge 
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HARARE (Agencies) — 
Africaii sqrjmmmg .records 
tnmUed as - Soum ' Africa, 
bad: in die continaies sport- 
Md,. cfaallenyd North 
s*s kBig dcMmiiation of 
the sport 

Bnt a doinng scandal cast a 
shadow over Sondi Africa's 
glory; widi one of die team’s 
tra^ and fidd stars testing 
positive for a banned snbst- 

SootikAflficans broke three 
AI forfeited Girori r ecords 
and one AfricaB leeoid hi 
swimnung Satorday. Egypt 
broke two games records and 
Algeria and Ztinbabwe broke 
<me aoiece. . 

Omials said coometitieit ^ 
at Zimbabwe’s new nO mS-^ 
Ikm agnatic complex at 
tnngwiza, 25 kilometTef 
Bules) sondi of Harare, ym 
hei^tened by die partidpa-' 
tikm for the fii^ time of So^ 
Africa. 

Hie Sondi Africans, able 
to compete after all-race eleo- 
tions ended qiardicM m dieir 
country last year, rouned on 
die AJ^iiaiis and Egyptians. 

Herman Loow « Soudi 
AMca finisbed die men's 
100-metre breast stroke 
1:04.20, jnst beating the 
standing ^Erichn reomd by an - 
Algedan of 1:04.41 and the 
prevkms games record of 
1.04.95. 

South Africa also took gold 
medals in 'the 400-metre 
wbnwn's medl^ and die 4- 
by'200 metre relay. Egypt 
^won gold in die lOOnnetre 
;Women*s freestyle. Alexia's 
‘Salem lies set a new games 
record in the 200-metre 
• men's freestyle to win a gedd. 

Sw immin g is not poptMT in' 
most African oountries, bnt it . 
has bemi promoted in compa- 
ratively n^diy Soudi Africa 
mnd Arab states. 

The wealth that can nor- 
tore dian^ons b ctmeen-. 
[tra^ am(^ Sondi Africa's 
whitB miiionty, and that was. 
reflected in die fact ^t all . 
;die oonntiy's swimmers and 
:mo8t of its other athletes at 
•the games were white. 

‘ZWialMre refrise to piny 
to oU kit 

. The Zaimbabwean men’s- 
. volleyball team refused to 
play tbeir first match in the 
'AO Africa fiflmas on Satur- 
day becanse they were 
a duu ned to ^^>eai in old kit, 
the state news agency 2Uana 
said. 

' The match in Bulawayo; 
was foreited and their oppo- 
nents Cameroon - were 
awarded three points. 

*T appealed to them vntb- 
- ont snooess,” said the treasnr- 
fr erf the Zimbdiwe Vol- 
leyball Association, Love-' 
more Moyo. can only , 
pash tb«n to a oeftain ex- 
itent.*’ 

Noyo acknowledged the 
needed new kic. He said 

was not dear if fbey would 
'Pfoy...tfaeir other scheduled- 


'sing sprint star Frankie 
Fredericks would compete in 
die 200 metres Satorday all 
came to nodntig. 

Offidab anhonnoed'on Ri- 
day diat the Namibian runner 
would fly in from a meeting 
in Toltyo wbm he ran 20.11 
in losiim to woild diaminmi 
kfichaer Johnson on Fi^y 
evening. 

They even set the heats 
back to Saturday afternoon 
to give Frederidcs time to 
recover frxim hb gruelling 
fh^t* 

But the heats came and- 
went withont Fredericks, 
who won both the 100m and. 
200m All Africa Games tides 
in ChiiD four ye^ ago. 

Fredericks insist^ for 
several mondis that he was. 
not been to ccxne here but 
Games’ (uganiseis daimed 
diey had b^n in touch with 
him tins week and bad con- 
vinced him to ran. 

Even Fredericks' Nami- 
bian teammates were in the 
dark. 

“The whole team would 
.re^beBgost^ifRedericks 
aniiM bnCI have not heard 
anydimg,’* imd feUow' 200m 
sprinter Mberioana Zepee. 

Games* offidab are still 
.smarting diat nearty all die 
jstars of African athletics have 
given the games a mbs — . 
reducing die event to almost 
,a second dass meeting. 

Those missing include 
Ethiopia's world 5,000m 
champKm Haile Gebreselas- 


ae, Algeria’s world l^OOm 
ch^pion Nonreddine Mor- 
celi, both winners in the 
Tokyo meet, women's 
l,50(to Olynqiic and world 
champion Hassiba Bouimer- 
ka and women's Oj^pic 
10,000m cham^D Derato 
Tnln of Ethic^iU. 

S. African athlete tests 
posHive 

A champion long jumper 
from ^ttdi Africa was the 
first adilete to test positive 
for a banned substance at the 
All Africa Games Satiuday, 
but said she had taken a 
stimulant imwittingiy. 

Karen vetetan 

international compeltitbr, 
smd she had not realised a 
painkiDer prescribed by her 
personal doctor contained a 
banned stimulant -— de- 
jcdrc^uopoxypheme. 

'T dem't feel ashamed, I 
don't feel afraid, I don't feel 
embarrassed. I took toose 
qnite innocently," 
said at a news cmifer- 

ence. 


Eriksson 

and McRae 
lead 

Australian 

Rally 


PERTH (AP) — Kenneth 
Erik^n of Sweden and Col- 
in McRae of Scotland were 
tied for the lead Sunday after 
^ stages of Rally Australia, 
sixth round of the world 
championship. 

Eriksson, whose best finbh ■ 
in Australia was second in 
1989, held a four-second lead 
in his Mitsubishi Lancer after 
17 stages as overni^t leader 
Juha Kankkunen slipped 
back to fourth place. 

But McRae then recovered ■ 
ground over three fast, fore- 
sted sections in the after- 
noon, taking a share of the 
lead in hb Subaru Impreza. 

Both Eriksson and McRae 
had an clasped time of 3 
hours, 45 minutes, 10 
seconds. 

McRae, the winner last 
year, b mming for hb second 
straight World Championship 
victory following hb win in 
New Zealand earlier in the 
season. 

He and Eriksson were 
being shadowed closely by 
Eriksson's Mitsubbhi team- 
mate Tommi Makinen of Hn- < 
land, who was 18 second off 
the pace in hb first Rally 
Australia appearance since 
1990- - 

Kankkunen, a four-time 
world champion, lost hb lead 
early Sunday and blamed 
.new' shock absorbers on his 
Toyota Celica for some con- 
servative times. Making the 
probiem worse was the fact 
Kankkwen, as the leading 
driver, had to deal with the 
most gravel on the roads. 

*Tt will be very difficult 
' from here," said Kankkunen, 
a four-time winner of the 
Australian event who had a 
’time of 3:48.30 after the 20 
stages. 

A fourth-place finbh for 
Kankkunen still would help 
hb bid for a fifth world title 
after bis two main rivals self- 
destructed on the second day. 

His Toyota team-mate; 
Di(fil4r AuKol ofFranite.'the 
reign'ms^^rid champin, rol- 
led 'on stage 12 and was 
. forced out of the event while 
Carlos Sainz of Spain retired 
after be damaged the radiator 
of his Subaru on stage nine. 

r Aurioi went into RiJly Au- 
stralia with a one-point lead 
over Kankkunen and Sainz in 
the World Championship 
standings. 



WBC super Bghtwefoht champion Julio Cesar Chavez <rf 
Mexico (leR) mixes it up with David Kamao, of Kenya, 
dnrins thM round action on Saturday, at The Mirage in 


Las Vegas. Chavez retained the title by deefskm in the 12 
round fight (Reuters photoi 


Chavez survives to keep WBC 
super lightweight title 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Julio 
Cesar Chavez survived a 
bruising 12-round battle with 
David- Kamau to score a 
unanimous-decition victoty 
over the Kenyan and retain 
hb World Boxing Council su- 
per lightwei^t crown Satur- 
day. 

Fighting with a cot over hb 
left eyelid, a bloody nose and 
trailing on one scorecard and 
tied on a second after seven 
rounds, tiie Mexican super- 
star st^^ a furious com- 
eback to escape with bb 96th 
win in 98 fights before a 
festive pro-Chavez crowd on 
Mexican independence day at 
the Mirage. 

Judge Larry O'Connell of 
Britain scored it U6-U5 for 
Chavez. Judge Anek Hon- 
gtongkam of Thailand had it 
Ilti-in and Ouril Castellano 
of the United States had it- 
H7-I10. - ■ 

*T- wanted everybody to 
see, even thougjb.they say I’m 


old and should retire. 1 can 
still do it in the ring," said the 
33-year-old Chavez. *T*m still 
Julio Cesar Chavez of old." 

A disappointed Kamau 
was not impressed. 

“Maybe he won two- 
rounds at the most," said 
* Kamau, after suffering hb 
first defeat in 27 fights. 

A questionable knock-, 
down of Kamau in the eighth ' 
round provided Chavez with 
a crucial 10-8 round on' 
0'(^nnell's scorecard. 

Kamau was counted down 
' by referee Milb Lane when 
he hit the floor after a Chavez - 
left jab struck him around the 
left shoulder. The television 
replays clearly showed that 
the challenger lost hb footing 
on the wet canvas as be- was.: 
preparing to throw a counter 
pundi. 

. . wasn't hurt," Koma^ 

said. "He pushed me." 

T7 nnc d«ilf 'HI Au*' loft 


butt in the closing seconds of 
the first round. Chavez bit- . 
terly complained afterwards 
that the American referee 
had missed the infraction. 

"What bothered me the 
most was that the referee did 
not interfere after the head- 
butt," said Chavez, who re- 
peatedly wiped away the 
blood with his gloves. 

In the seventh round 
Chavez had a bloody nose « 
from the barrage of Kamau’s 
punches. 

Chavez was unable to 
attend a post-fi^t news con- 
ference because be was taken 
to ho^tal for further ex- 
amination of the cut over his 
left eye, his publicbt Gladys 
Rosa said. 

Kamau used hb fbur-indi ■ 
(10 centimetre) height advan- ■ 
tage and longer reach to keep 
efravez away with*a good left 
jib. “ - - - 

7111 - rlndriP minute nf the 


action as the two exchanged 
punishing blows. A Chavez 
straight right buckled the 
challenger's legs, but Kamau 
came back with hb own finny 
of shots. 

It was 10 yeais ago to the 
week that Chavez, now 96-1- 
1, won the first of his six 
world titles in four weight 
classes when he beat Mario 
Martinez for the WBC super 
featherweight crown. Chay^ 
went on to win titles in the 
lightweight, super li^twei^t 
and junior welterweight divi- 
sions. 

Earlier thb week, Chavez, 
citing exhaustion and an 
assortment of nagging in- 
juries had retreatedteom his 
goal of winning 100 fi^ts to 
simply try to fight 100 times 
before considering retiring. 

Fight number 99 b sche- 
' duled against fellow Mexican 
champion., Miguel Angel 
Gonzalez, gthe und^afed 
WBC lightweight ebampionv 
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for the gear, air-condition for the back and front 
seats, v%ite colour, with very good condition . 

For information, please call tel.641175 , 
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! 2^ qnottd Cameroon’s. 
coacD, Qiarte Nganda- 
as Am Zimbab- 
l^veaos were using tite kh issue 
jas a ptttext. 

, . jTnrfnbly toey are a weak 
•titt and realised we were 

9^ to trounce drem," be ■ 

said. 
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U.S. confident MENA 
conference will launch 
economic development 

Spero says peace not yet perfect, but 
there is international interest in region 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times St<^ Reporter 

AMMAN - The Upted Stales 
is confident that next mon- 
th's Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) summit in 
Amman will be the start of a 
tangible process that leads to 
the economic development of 
the region, with the public^ 
•and private sectors joining a 
"partnership” for progress, a 
senior American official said 
Sunday. 

Joan Spero. under-secre- 
tary of state for economic and 
business affairs, also said 
that despite the spurts of 
militant violence in the 
occupied territories and 
South Lebanon and the' 
deadlock in Syrian-Israeli and 
Lebancse-Israeli tracks of 
peace talks, there were clear 
indications of interest among 
business leaders to take 
advantage of the business 
opportunities available in. 
the region after the 
Palestinians and Jordan made 
peace with Israel 

Ms. Spero was addressing 
a press conference after talks 
with His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and the ministers of 
finance, planning and trade 
and industry on issues related 
to the Oct. 29-31 MENA 
summit. 



Joan Spero 

*nie Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the Crown Prince, 
in his meeting with Ms. 
Spero, expressed hope that 
the summit would be a forum 
for exchange of views on in- 
vestments and efforts to re- 
habilitate the economies of 
the Middle East. 

General preparations for 
the summit, projects to be 
submitted at the forum and 
U.S.-Jordanian cooperation 
to ensure the success of the 
conference were die focus of 
the discussions that Sharif 
Zeid held with Ms. Spero, 
Petra said. 

The American official, 
who described her talks here 
as a periodic exchange of 
views, told the press confer- 


U.N. official in Iraq 
to verify germ data 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
A senior United Nations 
arms official arrived in Bagh- 
dad on Sunday for talks to 
dear doubts about Iraq's past 
gem warfare programme. 

'There are some uncer- 
tainties left. We have to 
verify the infbmation pro- 
vided to us... most important 
is to verify the destruction of 
all equipments and ^ents," 
Charles Duelfer, deputy 
chairman of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM), 
told reporters on arrival. 

Iraq made startling re- 
veelations about its weapons 
programmes last month, par- 
ticularly about its biological 
weapons. It admitted for the 
first rime to producing 200 
biological warheads and addi- 
tional a^nts beyond what 
was previously disclosed. 

U.N. experts are analysing 
enormous amounts of docu- 
ments provided by Iraq fol- 
lowing the defection to Jor- 
dan last month of Lieutenant- 
General Hussein Kamel, the 
brain behind Baghdad’s milit- 
ary industries. 

Iraq said it destroyed all its 
biological weapons and re- 
lated equipment voluntarily 
prior lo the outbreak of the 
1991 Gulf war over 'Kuwait. 

Mr. Duelfer said the aim of 
hts four-day visit was to try to 
make some progress before 
UNSCOM submitted its six- 
monthiy report to the U.N. 
Security Council on Oct. 11. 

But he said he did not 
believe Iraq would get a clean 
bill of he^th on the destruc- 
tion of r6 wet^ns of mass 
destruction in October as the 


information it had newly pro- 
vided — about 650‘000 pages 
— needed time and effort to 
analyse. 

*^ere is enormous con- 
cern'’ that equipment for 
■making biologi^ weapons is 
destroyed, Mr. Duelfer said. 

‘There are some uncer - 
.tainties to Hft,'' he told repor- 
ters. 

He said be would also dis- 
cuss Iraq's nuclear and che- 
mical weapons programmes 
as well as its long-range bal- 
Kstic missiles — all banned by 
U.N. resolutions ending the 
1991 Gulf war to free Kuwait 
from Iraqi occupation. 

< "We will cover all but we 
*will focus on the biological 
area," he said. 

Mr. Duelfer said he would 
begin bis talks later Sunday 
with General Amer R^heed, 
Iraq's oil minister who has 
headed the Military Indust- 
rial Organisation since Gen. 
Kamel defected. 

Baghdad must eliminate its 
weapons of mass destruction 
before the United Nations 
will ease the sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

The chairman of UN- 
SCOM, Rolf Ekeus, is due to 
visit Baghdad in about two 
weeks, Mr. Duelfe said. 

At a regular review in 
September, the Security 
Council kept the sanctions 
after Iraq admitted having 
developed a powerful germ 
warfare programme, includ- 
ing loading 160 bombs and 2S 
warheads with biological 
agents in December 1990. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Libyans in Baghdad to recruit teachers 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Libyan officials have signed deals 
here to recruit Iraqi teachers for schools and universities at 
home, in t first such agreement with Iraq, a Libyan 
diplomat safd Sunday. The delegation has signed contracts 
for the 1S195-1996 academic year since they arrived 10 days 
ago. the diplomat said, requesting anonymity. Iraqi 
teachers have been recruited individuaily since the U.N. 
Security Council slapped an economic embargo on Bagh- 
dad after it occupied Kuwait in August 19M. Some have 
also been recruited by schoote and universities in Yemen. 
The diplomat said Libyan universities need professors. 
Libya has in recent days expelled thousands of Palestinians 
from its territory. 

Iran criticises Britain over Rushdie 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has criticised Britain for med- 
'dling in talks between Tehran and the European Union 
(EU) on the fate of threatened author Salman Rushdie, the 
Iran News said Sunday. Iran refused last week at a meeting 
in Madrid of the EU troika — France, Spain and Italy — to 
commit in writing not to support or take any action to harm 
the British author, who is under an Iranian death sentence 
for blasphemy. Tehran's refusal to ^ve the written pledge, 
as ^manded by the EU. is "unacceptable,'' a Bri^ 
Foreign Office spokesman said Tuesday, adding that EU 
officials would meet shortly to draft a “clear messa^7 
the Islamic republic. 


.race peace and stability were 
indeed among the key facmrs 
that influenced investment 
decisions, but that what has 
been achieved so far in the 
four-year-old Arab-lsraeli 
peace process — despite its 
hiccups — was "impressive.” 

T chink that it is no 
doubt that one of the 
deterrence historically to 
invest in the region is 
instability and conflict,” in 
addition to state-dominated 
economies, she said. 

However, although a 
comp r diensive peace has not . 
been achieved in the region 
as a result of the agreements' 
between the Palestinians and 
Israel and the Jordan-Israeli 
peace trea^, "there is more 
receptivity and more interest 
by business executives'* in 
the re^oD. 

T don't think that the 
Amman s ummi t could have 
taken place before the peace 
process had reached some 
fruition between Israel and 
tbe Palestinians, and between<> 
Israel and Jordan,” she said. • 

Tt is not perfect..it does 
□ot mean comprehensive 
peace in the regiorL..but it is 
a very good start,” said Ms. 
Spero, adding that the ex- 
pected level of partidpatioQ 
at the summit by ^vermnent 
and international business 

(CoBtfamed OD page 7) 


Baghdad 
publishes 
defector’s 
letter to 
Saddam 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
published a letter on Sunday 
nducfa it said was written ^ 
defector General Hnssehi 
Kamel, showing him iro as a 
pooriy-edncated sycopaant 

B^hdad's stateHcontroUed 
newspapers ran a eopy of a 
letter wliidb they said showed 
tiiere was no truth to General 
Kamel's assertion since his 
defection last lacmth that he 
bad opposed government 
polic\' when in Iraq. 

TIm letter, addressed to 
£ather-in-law President Sad- 
dam Hussein, was dated Oct. 
13, 1994 when Iraq withdrew 
tile forces it massed dose to 
Kuwait's borders after a huge 
counter build-up ^ UnitM 
States and its allira in tte 
region. 

“Dear sir. It is not impor- 
tant that tile sanctions be 
lifted. No by God. What is 
important is to see the world 
mentioning your name every- 
day." Gen. Hnssein Kamel 
said in the letter. 

“Our hope is being mater- 
ialised. May God be with you 
sir and our souls are nothing 
before your excellency," die 
letter said. 

Read in full on television, 
the letter is the latest attempt 
by Iraq to discredit <^n. 
Kamel Hussein who has 
knowledge of the country’s 
secret weapons programme. 

“Any neutral observer 
does not need further evi- 
dence to understand his 
(Kamel's) reality as a charla- 
tan and not as he tried to 
dei»ct himself as if he repre-^ 
seated a different lobby other 
than that of the state, the 
regime and its leadership," a 
television commentator said. 

The hand-written letter 
shows a low standard of 
education as it had several 
grammatical and spelling mis- 
takes. 

Gen. Kamel, who quickly 
rose to the most senior por- 
tion in Iraq after President 
Saddam, was a dropout with 
only a primary school educa- 
tion. 

The mastermind . of Iraq’s 
military and civilian indus- 
tries. he and his brother Sad- 
dam Kamel. President Sad- 
dam's chief bodyguard, fled 
li^ accompanied by their 
wives who are daughters of 
President Saddam. 

“My kisses to you sir. We 
are your small children under 
alert a}l the time and for 
anything^., my dear sTr,. my 
great. ar,*"_nfid the letter. 
**Oh dear sir., you are our 
great honour and glory. You 
are the tent whose shade is 
the only thing we have." the 
letter said. 




ENVOYS SWORN IN*. FWe Jortenimi anfou- 
sadors Smi^ took the oa&ofoSkB before 
ffis M^tiesfy Kii^ Hnssdn at a ccre- 

mooy hdd at the Royal Comt. The Ambassa- 
&aes are MrAainiiiad Ehdr Muqbd, Jdrdan*s 
ambassadv to A^eria, Bdohanunad Amin 
Siahipkri, ambassador to Sudan, Moh a mma d 
AH Qndab, ambassador to Omiui, Abdullah 


Madadha, peraumcat represe n tative to the 
United Natimis European Headquarters in 
Geneva, Ahmad Mulundera, ambassadm to 
Libya and Samir Masarwdi, ambassadw to 
Itafy. Tbe cMu mo ny was attoided by Royal 
Court Chirf Marwan Al Qasem, and Fw^gn 
hfinisto* Abdul Kmim Al KdiaritL 


PLO does not want Libyan 
expulsions on league agenda 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Tbe 
Palestine Liberation Oiga- 
nisation (PLO) said on Sun- 
day it do^ not want the issue 
of Libyan expulsions of 
Palestinians put before the 
Arab League in its session 
this week. 

"We prefer to have this 
problem solved through 
direct diplomatic contacts 
rather than in noisy meet- 
ings," the PLO's representa- 
tive to the league, Moham- 
mad Sobeih. told AFP. 

Mr. Sobeih said the issue 
of Palestinian refugees in 
general was permanently on 
the league agenda and would 
be discussed at the 104th 
session of the league council 
of foreign ministers, to be 
held in &iro on Wednesday. 

“I don't rule out that bi- or . 
trilateral meetings might take 
place between league offi- 
cials. Palestinians and Li- 
byans on the sidelines of the 
session," Mr. Sobeih said. 

League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid has in- 
vited the head of the U.N. 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestinian refugees (LfN- 
RWA) to open the session 
after a Palestinian request," 
Dr. Abdul Megoid's ^kes- 
man Talaat Hamed said. 

liter Turkman would "pre- 
sent a full report on the status 
of UNRVi^ and of tbe 
Palestinian refugees," Mr. 
Hamed said. UNRWA head- 
quarters in Vienna have not 
confirmed that Mr. Turkman 
would attend. 


At least 150 Palestinians 
are stranded on the Lit^an- 
^yptian border after Tripoli 
ejected them. An UNRWA 
offidal in Cairo said most of 
them had been living in 
“appalling conditions" for 
over two weeks. 

UNRWA was waiting for 
permission from Egyptians to 
cross into no man's land to 
provide them food, water and 
medical aid, the official said. 

Libyan leader Muammar . 
Qadhafi began deporting 
Palestinians in eariy ^ptem- 
ber in a bid to show up the 
"failure" of the self-rule deal 
between Israel and the PLO. 

The flow of Palestinians 
out of Libya has tapered off 
in the past two days after 
intense Arab pressure on Tri- 
poli. But Libya has not said it 
will accept back the depor- 
tees. 

Egyptian border officials 
said Jordan has refused entry 
to 20 Palestinians thrown out 
of Libya, forcing their return 
to the Libyan-Egyptian bor- 
der. 

The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Cairo said it 
was waiting for permission 
from Egypt to deUver aid to 
the stranded Palestinians, 
whom it said remained in 
"appalling" conditions. 

The 20. thrown out of 
Libya on Friday, crossed 
Eg)^an territory in three 
minibuses to the Red Sea 
port of Nuweibeh in order to 
sail to Jordan, a border offi- 


dal told AFP. 

Amman refused them en- 
try on Saturday because they 
held resident papers for the 
Gaza Strip. E^tian autho- 
lites ordered ttiem to return 
to Libya, the offidal said.' 

In Jordan, offidals had no 
comment on this particular 
case, but smd Amman would 
not allow Palestinians to en- 
ter who did not have Jorda- 
nians passports. 

The Palestinians went to 
Cairo, where they appealed 
to the Palestinian "embassy" 
to help them gain entry to 
Gaza or Jordan, the offidal 
Egyptian news agency 
MENA said. 

Mr. Sobeih denied that the 
20 had been to the bureau but 
confirmed that they had been 
expelled by Libya and re- 
fused entry to Jordan. 

But the border offidal told 
A^ that Palestinian offidals 
told the group to return to 
Li^, saying contacts were 
being made for their entry. 

Minibuses carrying the 20 
Palestinians returned to the' 
Salloum border post on Sun- 
day, offidals there added. 

Meanwhile, soldiers from 
the Egyptian army began 
supplying food and water to 
the Palestinians already 
caught in no-man's land be- 
tween Egypt and Libya, anot- 
ther border offidal said. 

Many of the stranded have 
been camped out on the bor- 
der for over two weeks. 
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French 

foreign 

minister 

arrives 

today 

By P.V. Vivekanand 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — French Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charette 
arrives here late Monday on a 
24-hour visit for talks on the 
Middle East peace process, 
the developments in Ir^ and 
Franco-Joroanian relations, a 
French embassy spokesman 
said Sunday. 

His Majesty King Hussein. 
His Royal Highn^ Cro^ 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid l^n Shaker 
and Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti are expected 
to hold talks with Mr. De 
Charette. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
De Charette. on his first visit 
to the Middle East after join- 
ing the cabinet fonned by 
President Jacques Chirac in 
June, vritl also discuss the 
situation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina in former 
Yugoslavia. 

Another key issue for Mr. 
De C^iarette's talks here will 
be French participation in the 
Middle East and North Afri- 
ca (MENA) economic sum- 
mit to be held in Amman 
Oct. 29-31. the spokesman 
said. 

“The minister will stress 
tile importance with which 
France sees the summit and 
will also announce the level 
of French participation in the 
summit," said the spokes- 
man. 

The talks are also expeaed 
to touch on economic coop- 
eration and Jordan's bid. to 
secure debt relief from West- 
ern creditors, including 
France, whidi holds about 
$6(X) million of the King- 
dom's foreign debts. Negotia- 
tions are sdieduled for later 
this month on an agreement 
under whidi France will offer 
about $70 million of the debts 
for conversion into invest- 
ments in Jordan under terms 
favourable to investors. 

One of the highlights of the 
visit of Mr. De Charette. who 
will arrive from Egypt and 
will return home Tuesday 
afternoon after a press con- 
ference here, will be the sign- 
ing of a new cultural agree- 
• 
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Public massacre reported in Algeria 


ALGIERS (AFiO — Fifteen 
villagers, half of them women 
and children, had their 
tiuoats slit by an armed com- 
mando in tite latest of a series 
of savage attacks ahead of 
preadential elections, the 
daily Al Watan lepmted Sun- 
day. 

The report said otiier resi- 
dents were forced to 
the massacre before tte guer^ 
iQias destroyed part <n ^ 
village of Boukrane, a repu- 
ted ftindamentalHl stron- 
^lold. 

An nmdentified comman- 
do of dxMit SO men armed 
witii Kaladinfkovs, hnnidng 
rifles and automatic pistols 
entered die isolated inllage 
near Lakhdaria, 70 
kilometres southeast of the 
cantal, late Thursday. 

They gathered die villageis 
together and called out cer- 
tam names, but when only 
four of th^ on their 


appeared, tiiCT took revenge 
on tbmr famufes instead. 

Four diiklren, two under 
ax, a^ seven women were 
among tbe victims killed as 
the amed men “ordered the 
other villagers to watdi the 
massacre." 

Then they destroyed 10 
homes with a bnlldo^ and 
set fire to the town hall, 
shops and vehicles before 
quittiim the village some four, 
hours later. 

The attack came amid fun- 
damentalist opposition to 
preadential elections doe on 
Nov. 16 atiiidi the armed 
Islamic groups have vowed to 
pieveot ever taking place. 

Algerian President 
Liainine Zeroual this 
weekend denounced their 
violence as a “vain tiireat" 
rtiuefa would not stop ^ 
election gmng ahead (see 
page 2). 


Algeria has been radeed 
nnrest since 1992 when tiw 
mflitary-badeed government 
annulled elections udiicfa tiie 
novMiutlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was poised 
to win. 

More than 30,000 people 
have been lolled in the con- 
tinuing bloodshed. 

- On Sattirday Mr. Zeroual 
signed a decree enabting tbe 
some 12.6 nnHkni electors to 
vote and be insisted that the 
administration would remain 
neotraL 

However, he has still not 
declared nfietiier he himself 
will stand: Many say be will 
do so eventually bm if he 
does, he would be the 
fovoniite ahead of the 16 
declared candidates so far. 

The fact that many opposi- 
tion parties, induding the 
FIS, have refused to take part 
will also help him. They n&ye 
also called on people to 


boycott tile poU. 

Mr. Zeroual, a S4-year-dd 
retired general, took op his 
post in January 1994. He 
have to dedare whether be is 
standing by Oct 2. 

Hie daily La Tribune re- 
ported diat'“there is no km- 
g^ any doubt" Mr. Zeroual 
will announce bis candidal 
after a meeting Tuesday witn 
military chiefs. 

“A consensus have been 
achieved — vrith difficulfy 
according to some — on 
Liamine. Zeroual (stand- 
ing)," it addf^ 

Meanwinle, seenrify forces 
have tfianantied a number of 
bomb-malting networks in 
Sidi hfonssa, ufiere a lorry 
carrying SOO kflos of esqrio- 
sives was stopped, in Oran in 
western Alg^a and in the 
fnndamentust Eucalyptus 
quarter of tbe cental, accord- 
to media reports. 


Khartoum to try student protesters 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan said on Sunday it 
would put on trial a number 
of students who took part in 
violent anti-govemment de- 
monstrations which left at 
least three dead last week. 

"All students arrested dur- 
ing the demonstrations have 
been released, including 
those against whom there is 
proof or their participating in 
riots," Police Commissioner 
Abdul Moneim Sayed Sulei- 
man said. 

But the latter "will be pro- 
secuted,” General Suleiman 
said, quoted by the daily 
Akhbar Ai Youm. 

Gen. Suleiman did not spe- 
cify the number of students 
who would be put on trial. 

Security forces arrested up 
to S(X) people, induding 270 
students, in Khartoum and 
other cities during the wave 
of protests that erupted on 
Mond^« the Sudanese Hu- 
man Rights Organisation 
(SHRO) said. 

Gen. Suleiman, who did 
not give a total number of 
arrests, confirmed a SHRO 
report that Ethiopians and 


Eritreans were among those 
rounded up by police. 

Sudan has accused Addis 
Ababa and Esmara, as well 
as local communists, of stir- 
ring up students into rioting. 

Erftrea has broken ~dP 
plomatic ties with Sudan, 
while Khartoum's relations 
with Addis Ababa have 
soured since Ethiopia ac- 
cused it of backing a June 26 
attempt to kill Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Murarak on its 
soil. 

"Conditions in the capital 
and the rest of the country 
are quite stable and there is 
nothing that disturbs secur- 
ity." the police chief said, 
noting that final exams were 
now underway at universities 
where protests began. 

Gen. Suleiman praised tbe 
performance of his corps, 
saying police "intervened de- 
cisively and resolutely" when 
demonstrations turned into 
riots due to “non-student ele- 
ments. like street boys and 
others." 

The official death toll from 
the unrest stood at three. 


while opposition parties said 
six were killed in the demon- 
strations which started after 
police arrested three students 
from Khartoum University. 

'"The Sudanese bar associa- 
tion was to meet Sunday to 
look into the situation of 
lawyers arrested during tbe 
troubles, Akhbar Al Youm 
said. 

The bar was "concerned 
with proper application of the 
law" in the arrests, bar mem- 
ber All Ahmad Nasri told the 


But the assodation "would 
not hesitate to lift immunity 
from any member proved to 
have partidpated in activities 
contrary to the laws of the 
state," said Mr. Nasri. who 
also is head of the SHRO. . 

Authorities said on Satur- 
day they would soon release 
two leading leftist la^rs,* 
Mustapha Abdul Qadir and 
All Ahmad Al Sayed. who 
were arrested during the pro- 
tests. 

Kenyan authorities have 
releas^ a Sudanese opposi- 
tion figure in Nairobi but a 


second threatened with de- 
portation to Sudan is missing, 
the opposition Umma Party 
said Sunday. 

Police on .Saturday re- 
leased Faisal Mustapha g 
member of the Nati^l Un- 
ionist Party, after discovering 
he had a Zimbabwean pass- 
port, said Umma spokesman 
Abbas Al Faki in Cairo. 

But Bashir Ahmad Sol- 
man, head of the Umma 
office in Nairobi, who aig^ 
had political asylum in 
Kenya, remained in custody 
and “we don't know where 
he is nowr" Mr, Faki said. 

The two were arrested dur- 
ing dawn raids on their 
homes in the Kenyan capital 
and were then held in a cell at 
the airport, said another 
Umma offidal. Abdullah Al 
Mahdj. 

The arrests took place "in 
conspiracy with the Sudanese 
£mbusy In Nairobi under the 
direct supervision of the bead 
of Sudan's foreign security. 
General Mohammad Ahmad 
Al Dabi, currently in 
Kenya.” an Umma statement 
said. 


Observation post 
to track China’s 
lake monster 

BEUING (AFP) — The 
mystery of China’s *Lake 
Tianchi monster’ may soon 
be solved following con- 
stniction of an observation 
post to tty to identify the 
creature. The post, install ed 
jointly tbe Lake Monster 
Research Society and a 
television station, will- 
be manned by experienced 
photographers, said tbe 
Qiina Daily. The monster of 
I Hanchi in the Chang- 
bai Mountains, Jilin 
province, ntxfoeast China, 
has been seen dozens of 
times by local people and 
tourists since the end of the 
‘19th century. But like tbe 
legendary Loch Ness beast 
in Scotland no-one has been 
able to firmly idratify it. 
The most recent sighting 
was by Beijing and Tai- 
wanese tourists who report- 
ed seeing its head above 
water on July 14. Last year 
it was spott^ three times: 
Witnesses variously 

described it looking like a 
dinosaur, a giant buffalo or a 
huge iron pot Tbe Lake 
Monster Research Society 
has offered 10,000 yuan 
($1400) to anyone who 
succeeds in photogrqihing 
the monster. 

Unscheduled swim 
undoes clumsy 
burglar 

WELLfi^GTON (R) — 
Police in the New Zealand 
city of Christchurch made 
flieir easiest arrest of tbe 
year after a burglar left his 
nflftn* and address at tbe 
scene of the crime. Senior 
Servant Peter Reid said tbe 
buiglar was discovered in a 
house garage by the owner 
ofijthe properfy. In his haste 
to escape, tbe man fell into a 
nearby swimming pool. 
Before he could be caught, 
be climbed out of the pool 
and over a fence and ran 
down tbe road soaking wet. 
However, a police sniffer 
dog found (be man 's wallet 
which contained his name 
and address, lying nearby. 
He was arrested and wfll 
appear in court on charges 
of breaking and entry. 

Welsh border 
terrier inherits 
$77,500 from owner 

LONDON (R) — A Welsh 
border terrier was £50,000 
($77400) richer after her 
owner named her as one of 
tile chief beneficiaries in his 
wilL Widower John Jones of 
Gloncesteisfaire, southern 
England, who died in Janu- 
ary at the age of 89, left tbe 
money to his pet terrier 
Whisp so that she would be 
cared for after be was gone. 
*T exprat she’ll start getting 
expensive tastes now. She'll 
be able to afford to go for 
walks in taxis,** Jones’s 
nephew Peter Hickmau 
said. Jones stipulated in his 
will that tbe money should 
be used to find a suitable 
home for tbe dog and pro- 
vide her witii food and r^- 
icalcare. 

Brown dwarfs exist 
in space, 
astronomers say 

LONDON (R) _ Spanish 
astroDomeis have made tiw 
first discovery of a brown 
dwarf, a class of space 
object somewhere between 
a star and a giant planet, the 
weekly Nature magaziDe 
said. The brown dwarf has 
I b^n named Teide 1 and is 
situated in the Pleiades 
Cluster of stars, located 
around 400 light years away 

^ estimated to be 100 mil- 
lion years old. Astnmomers 
baye long, predicted the 
‘existence of brown dwarfs, 
also called faUed stars. They 
are star-like objects n(K 
quite large enough to sup-! 
port the theri^Duci^ 
Ignition that would enable 
them to. shine like stars. 







